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and your * 


friend| y 
Leo is 


full of 
PEP! 


FLASH! From Boxoffice Magazine: 
““M-G-M has 2 out of the TOP 3 money 
hits of the Winter Quarter; ‘KNIGHTS 
OF THE ROUND TABLE’ (269%), 
‘JULIUS CAESAR’ (227%).” 


Those M-G-M Springtime Star Hits: 
“FLAME AND THE FLESH” (Technicolor) 


Lana Turner, Pier Angeli, Carlos Thompson 


“BETRAYED” (color) 


Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Victor Mature, Louis Calhern 


And The Big Musical 
“THE STUDENT PRINCE” (CinemaScope— Color) 


Ann Blyth, Edmund Purdom, and the singing voice of Mario Lanza 


—And Many More! 





wow: 


That thunderous Preview acclaim 

/, atFox Village Theatre, Westwood, 

Cal. for M-G-M’s rousing musical 

SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN 
BROTHERS.” 


(CinemaScope — Color) 
Jane Powell, Howard Keel 


* 


SOCKS 


That"ROSE MARIE” business at 
Radio City Music Hall (tops 
"Knights of the Round Table”). 
M-G-M’s romantic musical in color 
is a springtime tonic everywhere! 


(CinemaScope — Color) 
Ann Blyth, Howard Keel, Fernando Lamas 


* 


That ever-growing acclaim for be OORAY é 


M-G-M’'s “EXECUTIVE SUITE”! 


iti . That exploitation job done in 
Critics at advance screenings sirius acca cama n 


4 test spots for M-G-M’s 


“PRISONER OF WAR” playing 
“A” time proves that showman- 


state that they’ve already set it 
in among their “10-Best of the 


Year.” 
ship pays off! 


William Holden, June Allyson, Barbara Stanwyck, 
Fredric March, Walter Pidgeon, Shelley Winters, Ronald Reagan, Steve Forrest, 
Paul Douglas, Louis Calhern, Dean Jagger, Nina Foch Dewey Martin, Oscar Homolka 
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ALLIED 


Caravan of lowa and Nebraska 
for saying" 


“This writer had the pleasure to 
witness a showing of ‘The Robe’ | 
in Allied member Arlo Thompson’s 
beautiful Lake Mills, la., theatre.** 


“Mr. Thompson’s installation should 
be seen and heard by all exhibitors, 
for movies are on the march. 


“Quality of Stereophonic Sound is 
good. To deny it is ridiculous. Mag- — 
netic sound reproduction is superior — 
to optic and gives more latitude.” 


* From Organization Bulletin article 


ty Charles Jones 
as reproduced in FILM BULLETIN, 
April 5, 1954 














*® Capacity: 427 seats; screen size 24’ 
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Exhibitor Film Underwriters 


LLIED’S project to underwrite a dozen feature 
A pictures by Hal R. Makelim Productions has 
attracted wide industry attention. Not only are 
exhibitors seeking more details on how additional prod- 
uct can be assured but also a number of producers are 
reported to be inquiring how they too can obtain an 
advance guarantee of 2,500 playdates. 

The plan which is to be presented to Allied members 
at regional conventions next month is the first specific 
proposal for exhibitor intervention to increase the pace 
of production in Hollywood since the one made by the 
abortive National Exhibitors Film Company five years 
ago. The latter group started out with a minimum goal 
of $2,000,000 to be obtained by pledges of $50,000 and 
upwards from a number of major circuit operators. A 
revolving fund was to be set up with bank cooperation 
so that a number of pictures could be financed simul- 
taneously. The NEFC group collapsed for a variety of 
reasons, including the fact that under the anti-trust laws, 
contributing circuit members could not be guaranteed 
first-run franchises in their territories. 

Allied’s members, not having been affiliated with the 
major companies, are not bound by the consent decrees. 
Presumably they are free to make franchise deals. Also 
they may “buy blind” and “block book” without any 
cancellation clause. Under the plan outlined by Abram 
F. Myers, participating exhibitors do not have to advance 
money but merely guarantee rentals for the Makelim 
group of films. It is reported that on the basis of the 
2,500 guaranteed playdates adequate bank financing can 
be arranged. Profit to the producer would have to come 
principally from additional bookings; 2,500 is too low a 
figure to permit production of any but moderate budget 
attractions. Assuming an average rental of perhaps $150 
per engagement, the total guarantee per film amounts to 
only some $375,000. Less costs of distribution, prints 
and advertising, that would leave less than $150,000 for 
production of each feature. 

Budgets, however, are no test of prospective entertain- 
ment quality. If Allied’s venture results in a reasonable 
proportion of pictures that stack up well in their own 
classification, all exhibitors will be pleased. There never 
are enough good pictures on the market. 


@ Another indication of the resurgence of motion pic- 
tures in areas of television “saturation” is the increasing 
emphasis in advertising for television receivers on 
“theatre quality.” Zenith’s new receiver tube is called 
Cinébeam and is plugged with the headline—‘Zenith 


” 


went to the movies to get a better TV picture.” Emer- 
son’s set is now called Cinevision which “Brings you 
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pictures so clear, so sharp, you'll think you're at the 
movies!” Now, all the motion picture industry must do 
is to maintain entertainment superiority so that patrons 
will not think they are home seeing television! 


Italian Self-Regulation Plan 


RITICS of the American motion picture industry’s 
C system of self-regulation under a production code 
must have been put in a state of consternation by 
the recent announcement that the Italian industry plans 
to adopt a somewhat similar system. In the years since 
World War II Italian pictures have made notable prog- 
ress in the world market. Some allege this was because 
certain of their films flaunted generally accepted moral 
standards. In reality objectionable Italian films from 
the point of view of decency have been a handicap to the 
forward march of the Italian industry both at home and 
abroad. 

It could not be said that the Italian producers have 
rushed into any self-regulation system with headlong 
haste. The idea of a code—and indeed a definite docu- 
ment—was accepted by the producer-distributor organ- 
ization ANICA nine years ago. Freed from the yoke of 
Fascist government film rule, the Italian industry then 
was urged to keep the government from controlling pic- 
ture content. 

That time of opportunity was allowed to pass. Year- 
by-year the Italian government has loomed larger as an 
important influence on the motion picture industry of 
that country. Now, taking what may be the last chance, 
the industry has turned to self-regulation in the hope of 
warding off complete government domination, including 
control of production, 

However, whatever be the motives for recent announce- 
ment of a five-man board to guide producer members of 
ANICA, if the work is carried out with intelligence, com- 
petence and full understanding of the film medium, sig- 
nificant help will be given the Italian motion picture in- 
dustry in enhancing the potential market for its product 
at home and abroad. 

It is to be regretted that the announcement of the 
voluntary self-regulation system came at the conclusion 
of an ANICA proclamation which made the assertion that 
“foreign industries” (implying American) had stirred up 
attacks on Italian motion pictures because they were 
enjoying success throughout the world. Any cleaning 
up the Italian films may need on moral or Communist 
infiltration grounds should be attended to promptly by 
the Italian industry for its own welfare, regardless of 
any real or imagined criticism which may come from 
other countries. 

—Martin Quigley, Jr. 
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Impact 


To THE Eptror: 


Recently | sat through the impres- 


with 


twice 
Cinerama and along 
the visual wonders, listened to the beautiful 
music of the opera “Aida,” the Boys Choir, 
the Long Island Choral Society, as well as 


showing of 


sive 


the general impact of the stereophonic sound 
that at times came from all over the theatre. 

I came home and stated to numerous per- 
sons that I was convinced that Spyros P. 
Skouras is right in his fight to keep stereo- 
with CinemaScope. A_ few 


phonic sound 


days ago | 


; viewed the latest CinemaScope 
picture in a downtown show. I noticed a few 
speakers on the sides and knew this show 
had advertised as full 


sound. It was an Indian picture of covered 


been stereophonic 
wagon type with much shooting from start 
Frankly, 


the dialogue for a whole 
The side 


to finish 


reel at a time would be garbled. 
speakers hardly showed up with exception of 
the last and in all 


truthfulness | 


scenes in the pictures 

do not think that the stereo- 

phonic sound added much if anything to this 

picture. In a small picture theatre it is 

doubtful what improvement would have been 
ade. 

The operators of the little shows can but 
sit and wait until something is done to bring 
improved movies to the outlying provinces. 
\ very good report of installation of Cinema- 
Scope comes from Neosho, Missouri, where 
lox showed “How to Marry a Millionaire.” 
inability to attend the pre- 
opening and our thanks to Manager 


his kind invitation —SH/JRLEY 
Booth Rich Hill, 


We regret out 
muere 
Harris for 
BOOTH, 
Wissourt. 


r] _ 
i heatre, 


Wants Quality 


To°rTH! 
The old 


br¢ OT 


EpITor: 
never-worn-out expression, “A 


new clean’”” seems to have 
worked itself into the field of motion picture 
distribution. Sound brought the 
back to the theatres—Technicolor helped it 


again—3-D pictures created another spurt 


SW eeps 


people 


but the greatest evil in this business—none 
other than a continual run of poor pictures— 
always left its mark with the declining 
gTOsses 

Now we have the so-called Skouras dream 
and rightfully it can be called his dream be- 
he—and he alone—is the _ only 
determined with the conviction that 
Stereophonic on the marquee will line them 
up at the box office. It is true that he tem- 


proved himself with “The Robe” 


cause 


pers mn 


porarily 
and it did the business predicted of such a 
fine production 
Yet what about 
“The Long 
‘Hondo” and the 
Glenn Miller Story”? 


“From Here to Eternity,” 
““Mogambo,” 
“The 


Any of these shows 


Long Trailer,” 


show of shows, 





can be shown on a postage stamp with 
viewers and the business will be there. Why ? 
Quite simple—Mr. Stereophonic Skouras— 
Jarnum was right when he said “You can’t 
fool the people all the time.” 

You must have movies that the people 
want and not what you want to cram down 
their throats. Your great production, which 
your managers are sheepishly asking 50 per 
cent, ‘New Faces” opened at the Lee theatre 
in Fairmont, W. Va., Thursday, March 18. 
stated that you didn’t have 


people all afternoon and 


The doorman 
more than forty 
when the house lights came on at closing 
time—not one person was in the theatre. | 
caught the show Friday afternoon and a 
more boring 
People left the theatre before the show was 


picture I have never seen. 
more than half over. 

Honestly, Mr. Skouras, did you see this 
picture? Is this the type of production that 
we will get for our investment of $10,000? 
Your “King of the Khyber Rifles” should 
double bill picture in most 
“Hell and High Water” 
will prove itself to be in the same class— 
have released “Beneath 
now, it would be pulled 


have been a 


situations—your 
and if you would 
the 12-Mile 
from any intended long ran. 

Mr. Skouras, maybe I owe you an apology 


Reet” 


for hasty judgment or maybe you owe many 
exhibitors an apology for investing what few 
dollars they did save to carry them through 
any emergency—but your company has let 
us down. No human can change the de- 
sires of the people permanently—you tried 
it with the false front of stereophonic sound 
as a cure all—but you have been and will be 
fooled time and time again by “the little man 
of the street.” 
He cannot 
he will always accept 
So why not get back to show business 


and will not be coerced—but 
a good motion pic- 
ture. 
and try to win these people back again— 
with the only cure known—good pictures, 
with the customary good production of good 
stories. These will never fail—DONALD 
D. MUNGELLO Mary Ann Theatre, Bur- 
gettstown, Pa. 


Subsequent Run 
To THE 

The little theatres have to wait until all 
the big theatres drain all the business out 
of a picture, then the little fellow can have 
the picture at a BIG PRICE.—/llinois Ex- 
hibitor. 


I-DITOR : 


Down-to-Earth 
To THE Epiror: 

More down-to-earth humor and no more 
3ring back 
\bner” in color by Technicolor. 
Film everything in a 2-to-1l Wide 
screen is O. K.—Virginia Exhibitor. 


“continental-type” musicals. 
“Lum ’n’ 


ratio. 
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Yates reports Page 19 
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ROBLEMS concerning exhibi- 

tion and distribution, ranging 

from a new approach to adver- 
tising to the need for color in the 
newsreels were discussed at a meet- 
ing in New York Tuesday of TOA 
leaders and members of the sales 
managers’ committee of the Motion 
Picture Association. Described as 
exploratory in nat ~e, the meeting 
may lead to a series — such sessions. 
Attending for TC..1 were Walter 
Reade, Jr., Leonard Goldenson and 
Myron Blank. 


> Ralph E. Stolkin, described in 
the New York papers as a Chicago 
industrialist, president of the Na- 
tional Video Corp., and an officer of 
several radio and television stations, 
met this week with Dr. Edwin S. 
Burdell, president of Cooper Union, 
to discuss the establishment of the 
R. E, Stolkin School of Graphic Arts. 
Mr. Stolkin last year headed the 
syndicate which for a brief period 
owned Howard Hughes’ RKO Radio 
Pictures stock. 


> Cinerama next week moves into 
the area between the Mississippi and 
the Rockies. Monday night the pic- 
ture and the system open at the 
Century theatre, Minneapolis, its 
eleventh engagement since it first 
was shown in New York a year and 
a half ago. The premiere will be the 
occasion for a state-wide celebration. 


>» “No other period in the past sev- 
eral years has been so conducive to 
optimism for the motion picture in- 
dustry as the present twelve-month 
period.” That is the opinion of the 
current “Market and Business Fore- 
cast,” published by the Fitch Sur- 
vey. The survey continues: “After 
experiencing a sharp setback in 
operations during television’s height 
of popularity, increased motion pic- 
ture attendance is now evident, with 
cost reductions and a generally 
better profit position resulting there- 
from, the producers are expected to 
better their earnings as well.” 


>» The re-release of “Gone with the 
Wind” by MGM, its fifth time 
around, will be marked by a reprint 
of the book itself in two editions, 
paper-covered and hard-bound, by 
Permabooks and Garden City, both 
divisions of Doubleday and Co. 


#3 the Bit 








CINEMASCOPE AT 
TEXAS DRIVE-INS 


CinemaScope and stereophonic 
sound will be introduced to Texas 
drive-in patrons this Sunday by 
Claude Ezell and Associates with 
a two-theatre premiere of 20th 
Century-Fox's "The Robe." The 
picture will be shown at the Jacks- 
boro drive-in, Fort Worth, and the 
Gulf drive-in, Corpus Christi. The 
Jacksboro is a 500-car drive-in and 
the Gulf accommodates 750. Both 
have been equipped with the single 
unit stereophonic sound speaker 
demonstrated several weeks ago 
for exhibitors and the press at the 
Buckner drive-in, Dallas. The twin 
cpening was backed this week by a 
strong promotion and advertising 
campaign. 








> Darryl Zanuck announced this 
week that Marilyn Monroe has 
signed a new seven-year contract 
with 20th Century-Fox. Her first 
picture under the new deal will be 
Irving Berlin’s “There’s No Busi- 
ness Like Show Business,” which 
went into production this week. 


>» The Army and Air Force Motion 
Picture Service will have about 150 
of its theatres equipped with large 
screens and anamorphic lenses with- 
in three months, according to Fred 
Bund, director of the Service. No 
arrangements are being made for 
stereophonic or other special sound 
equipment, Mr. Bund said. 


> The outlook is poor for House 
approval this year of legislation to 
bring U.S. participation in a new 
international copyright convention. 
Witnesses warned that failure of the 
legislation might hurt film com- 
panies and other copyright users do- 
ing a heavy export business. 


> Film industry attorneys are watch- 
ing what the Supreme Court will 
do with the Government’s appeal 


* 


in the anti-trust case against the 
Shubert legitimate theatre opera- 
tion. If the High Court took the 
case, the final decision would have 
some important things to say about 
the extent to which all entertain- 
ment industries are subject to the 
anti-trust laws. 


>» The Man in the Mask — Igor 
Gouzenko, Russian code clerk, who 
disclosed the extent of Soviet spy- 
ing in North America—will appear 
in a major motion picture which 
United Artists will distribute. The 
picture will be “Igor, the Spy,” and 
Mr, Gouzenko, in his mask, will ap- 
pear in the epilogue. It now is being 
made in Canada by producer Fred 
Feldkamp and director Jack Alex- 
ander, of some renown in the 
“March of Time” series. The film 
will tell of Mr. Gouzenko’s strange, 
secluded life since his defection from 
Russian service. 


> The European nations which can’t 
cooperate in trade or other efforts 
which require good will and faith, 
may do so in television. A con- 
ference at Cannes, France, of engi- 
neers and program organizers from 
Italy, France, Switzerland, Ger- 
many, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, 
and Great Britain, envisions a 
permanent network of television sta- 
tions. They will pool some of their 
programs. One of their required 
relay links will be on the Jungfrau, 
one of Switzerland’s highest peaks. 
There are expected to be 80 relay 
stations and 44 transmitters. The 
British hope to supply most of the 
equipment. 


> The Motion Picture Association’s 
plea to the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee for better tax treatment for 
film company earnings overseas has 
been getting strong support from 
bar groups and other witnesses who 
say they cannot understand why the 
House-passed tax bill gave this 
treatment to some firms and not to 
others, For testimony on the bill 
this week, see page 18. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, published every Saturday by Quigley Publishin 19 eer: Chay > oonnagg ol Center, New York oe 20. Telephone Circle Re 8; Cable 
"Quigpubco, New York", Martin Quigley, President; Martin Qui igley, Jr., Vice- ent . J. Sul 2n, -President « and Treasurer; Raymond Levy, Vi nt; Leo 
Secretary; Martin Quigley, Jr., Editor; Terry Ramsaye, Consulting Editor; Jame e . Ne jitor; Charles S. Aaronson, Pro: juction Ed tor; Floyd e Sto Photo 
Ray Gallagher, Advertising Manager; Gus H. Fausel, Production Man ager. Bureaus: Hollywe \ am R. Weaver, editor "Ma rtin Starr, manager ildir | 
HOllywoc d 7-2145: Chicago, 120 30. LaSalle St., Urben Farley, advertis ng rep resen atatve, Bama ne, Fina incial | 6. 3074; Washington, J. A. Otter N ti r 

Hope Williams Burnup, nanag Peter Burnup, editor, 4 Golden Sau f f _ Me ber Audit Burea f Circ 

Publications: Better Theatres, sublished 13 times a year as Section Two oe Mo tion oe vadelde “Mo <i ay en Doily, Motion Picture and Te 





ot 2 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, APRIL 17, 1954 





bid for New York's Easter holiday business last week with a 
Roxy theatre for ''Prince Valiant,'' its newest in CinemaScope. 
the opening, shown in panorama above, are Wilbur Snaper, presi- 


d Walter Reade, Jr., president of TOA. 


I, Ls aa in pictures 





manager; 
rie 
en, Stanley 
ecutive vice- 
nT ana princi 
peaker; Arthur Rose 


and Jack Beresin. 


AL STERN, right, this 
week was named pub- 
icity manager for RKO 
Radio Pictures by 
Mervin Houser, eastern 
ad-publicity director. 


CANADA'S ambassador to the 
United States, Arnold D. Heeney, 
visiting Hollywood last week, wa 
a guest at the Warner studio. 
Below are Doris Day, the Ambassa- 
dor, Virginia Mayo, Jack L.Warner 
and Jeanne Crain. 


re 


on 





> held the spotlight in Boston last week as 

rary celebrated its centennial. Above at 

oti icture Industry’ dinner are, seated: 

rackett, principal speaker; Nina Foch, MGM star; 
< F. McDonald, president of the Library board of trustees; 
ing, Massachusetts Lieutenant Governor Sumner Whittier; 
Kurtzman; Ralph M. Binney, centennial chairman, and 


- 


kwood, chairman of the invitation committee. 








LOOKING at the competition, below. Executives 
watch a demonstration of Paramount's VistaVision i 
from right to left: Spyros Skouras, Al Lichtman 
Loren Ryder, head of Paramount studio engineering. 
ple and So 


L. H. KEEN, manager of the Capitol in Winchester, 
Va., receives a print of MGM's "Executive Suite’ 
from star Nina Foch, at a rally heralding Winchester's 
27th annual Apple Blossom Festival. 


BARNEY BALABAN, presi 
dent of Paramount, right, is 
honored for ‘'meritoriou: 

ce to the community’’ at 
the opening dinner of the 


MURRAY SILVERSTONE, president of 20th-Fox 
International, presents his company's case for 
CinemaScope, stressing the records made so far 
by the releases beginning with "The Robe,'’ tc 
an audience of British exhibitors in London. Mi pint ell 
Flanking him are Robert Smith, Albert Cornfield, Joint Defense Appeal cam- 
Basil Litchfield and John Ware of 20th-Fox's ee we — him a Henry 
British and European organization. E. Schultz, Anti-Defamation 
chairman, and Harry Brandt. 


MAX E. YOUNGSTEIN, U.A. vice-president, is greeted in 
Mexico City by Sarita Montiel, of the cast of Harold Hecht's 
"Vera Cruz,’ now in production there, and by Ed Sullivan, 
whose TV show last week honored U.A.'s 35th Anniversary. 


RIGHT. Major Albert Warner is host to Phil 
Silvers, George Hoover, newly elected Variety 
International chief barker; and stars Nancy 
Walker and Robert Cummings, at the Miami 
opening of Warners’ ‘Lucky Me." 





New Era Is 
Here, Says 
Kalmenson 


Distribution and exhibition both face new 
opportunities unparalleled in the history of 
the industry, Ben Kalmenson, Warner vice- 

president in charge 
told 
a meeting of district 


of distribution, 


sales managers this 
week in New York. 

On the distribu- 
tion side, Mr. Kal- 
menson said, War- 
ners is doing its part 
with a heavy sched- 
ule of top quality 
product. Citing the 
of titles 


imposing Its 
4 77 7 
: he added, 


Ben Kalmenson 


uct 


r tog ther, 


opportunity 


Warn 


Emphasizing that “we are not 
married to any particular technique, 
Mr. Kalmenson said, “The main ob- 
jective of our studio is to buy and 
produce stories that will make great 
entertainment. The main objective 
of our distribution force is te mar- 
ket that entertainment in the most 
successful manner possible.” 


Mr. Kalmenson out 


lined in detail as “the biggest and best lineuy 


lhe product, which 
of top quality product anywhere,” is headed 
by the soon to be released “A Star Is 
starring Judy 
James Mason, Jack Carson and 
Bickford. Cukor directed 
script by Moss Hart and the score was writ- 
ten by Harold Arlen and Ira Gershwin, 
Others are: Alfred Hitchcock’s “Dial M 
for Murder”; “Mr. Roberts,” 
Ford; 


Ginsberg-George 


Born,” inusical Garland, 


Charles 


irom a 


George 


to be directed 
“Battle Cry”; the Henry 
Stevens production of 


by John 


12 





MAKE MORE FILMS, READE 
PLEA TO THE PRODUCERS 


by MARTIN STARR 

The man who feels that messages should 
be left to Western Union, gave us a three- 
word message to deliver to the producers 
of Hollywood. 

"Make more pictures,"" said Walter 
Reade, Jr., president of the Theatre Own- 
ers of America. 

The situation now facing the exhibitors 
of the nation of waiting and wondering 
about the quantity of films, is harmful not 
alone to the man running a theatre, “it is 
costly to the whole industry," he said. 

"It's up to the men out in Hollywood 
whose business it is to make motion pic- 
tures and create the product that keeps the 
screens of the theatre occupied the year 
‘round, to get busy and make these films. 
Make more of them," said Mr. Reade. 

"The strange policy of just waiting for 
something to happen is not good for the 
industry,’ Mr. Reade pointed out. “It is 
costly no matter which way you look at it.” 
A. if puzzled by this policy of slowing up 
on the number of films being produced, 
Mr. Reade wanted to know, ‘What are 
they waiting for?" The "'they,'' of course, 
meant the Hollywood producers. 


Producers Need Courage 


He said he would like to see more 
courageous experimentation on the part of 
producers. ‘'Stories that have unique twists 
and different plot-structure,"’ said Mr. 
Reade. ‘The unusual type of story is im- 
portant,’ said Mr. Reade, and he cited 
"Snake Pit" and ‘Gentleman's Agree- 
ment," pointing out their box office draw- 
ing power. "Before these unusual stories 
went before the cameras, there was a lot 
of headshaking even by those who make 
the big decisions." 

He was holding a piece of advertising 
copy on "The Glenn Miller Story,” high- 
lighting the holdover run of the Universal- 
International picture. "Before this finally 
went before the cameras, ‘The Glenn Miller 
Story’ was kicking around for nearly three 
years," Mr. Reade said. 

The one thing that he would like to see 
between production and exhibition is an 
end to the barriers that now exist. "There 


WALTER READE, Jr. 


is a lot of misunderstanding," he said. For 
this state of confusion Mr. Reade blamed 
the distributor. He felt that the distributor 
for all his efforts, has not rendered an in- 
telligent service to the exhibitor. On the 
other hand, production wasn't to be blamed 
for any of that misunderstanding because 
in the opinion of Mr. Reade, the exhibitor 
wasn't channelling enough important infor- 
mation to production. 

According to Mr. Reade, this year should 
be a good one for theatres. He feels quite 
optimistic about business at the box office. 
He based his optimism on several factors. 
The quality of pictures continues to show 
steady improvement. From the lineup, there 
should be expected even more of the good 
films. The tax reduction to 10 per cent 
should be of great help to the exhibitor. 
He will ke able to use this money for badly 
needed improvements to his theatre. ‘All 
this should redound to the good of the 
exhibitor,'' said Mr. Reads. With the intro- 
duction of new film-making and presentation 
techniques, with their greater perfection 
evidenced with each succeeding release, 
these advances will make their contribution 
to business improvement, he said. 





Edna Ferber’s “Giant”; John Steinbeck’s 
“East of a Wayne-Fellows produc- 
tion, “The High and the Mighty”; 
of Glory” to star Jane Wyman; Thomas B. 
“The Silver Chalice”; ‘The 
Chase” to be directed by John Farrow and 
starring John Wayne. 

Also: “Helen of Troy,” now being made 
in Italy; “King Richard and the Crusaders” 
(“The Talisman”); Lindbergh’s “The 
Spirit of St. Louis’: Howard Hawks’ 
“Land of the Pharoahs”; John Huston’s 


Eden”: 
“Gown 


Costain’s Sea 


“Moby Dick”; 
Jack Webb's and 


Leroy’s “Strange Lady in Town.” 


“Them,” “Ring of Fear’; 


“Dragnet”; Mervyn 


Canadian Film Exports Off 
OTTAWA: films 
amounted to only $217,000 during January 
this year compared with $424,000 during 
December ; $415,000 during November and 
$373,000 during January last year, the Cana- 
dian Government has reported. 


Canadian exports of 
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Warners Join Companies 
Using System; Others 
Considering Its Use 


This week there were growing indications 
that the industry was inching toward some 
sort of standardization on the sound 
techniques. The indications were three, all 
Arthur 
president of Loew’s Interna- 
made in New York on his return 
from the coast. Said Mr. Loew: 


new 


contained in an 
M. Loew, 
tional, 


announcement by 


@ Negotiations have been com- 
pleted whereby Warner Brothers 
will join MGM and Paramount in 
using the Perspecta Stereophonic 
Sound system in all of its produc- 
tions ; 


@ Discussions are currently un- 
der way with RKO, Universal 
and Columbia, for their use of 
Perspecta Sound; and 


@ By the end of the year, more 
than 4,500 theatres throughout 
the United States will be equipped 
for the new sound system. 


announced originally 
ago for with all MGM 
CinemaScope prints for release abroad, is 
a single optical sound track equipped with 
a control so that it can be played through 
con- 


Perspecta Sound, 


some weeks use 


the conventional single speaker or, in 
junction with a Perspecta sound integrator 
unit, through two or more horns for “‘direc- 
tional” Prints equipped with the 
Perspecta sound are in effect compatible. 

Mr. Loew announced two weeks ago that 
all MGM films beginning with “Betrayed,” 
set for July release, will have Perspecta 
sound tracks, and that the same would be 
true for all Paramount films beginning with 
the first VistaVision production, ‘White 
Christmas.” The first public demonstration 
of Perspecta sound in the east was sched- 
uled to be held at State in New 
York Thursday morning. 

There is still, of course, a long way to go 


effects. 


Li yeW's 


before there is standardization on sound even 
among those companies which have indicated 
interest in the single optical track system. 


The situation currently stands at 
this point: all Paramount’s films will 
be equipped with Perspecta sound 
and can be played as the exhibitor so 
chooses. All standard films from MGM 
will have Perspecta sound tracks, to 
be played as the exhibitor chooses, 
while all MGM CinemaScope produc- 
tions for domestic release will con- 
tinue to be released with four-track, 
magnetic stereophonic sound similar 
to that used with 20th Century-Fox 
CinemaScope product. 
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FOX ANNOUNCES 
CINEMASCOPE LIST 


Titles and release dates of the 
20th-Fox CinemaScope productions 
which will round out the year's release 
schedule were announced in New 
York this week by Spyros Skouras, 
president. Mr. Skouras also revealed 
that the company would release Wal- 
ter Wanger's first CinemaScope pro- 
duction, “The Adventures of Hajji 
Baba," in October. Other Cinema- 
Scope productions will be "River of 
No Return," May; "Three Coins in 
the Fountain,’ June; ‘Broken Lance," 
August; "The Egyptian,’ September; 
"A Woman's World," October; Irv- 
ing Berlin's "There's No Business Like 
Show Business,’ November, and in 
December "Desiree" and "Untamed." 





Nevertheless, MGM CinemaScope product 
for release abroad is equipped with Per- 
specta sound and the company is making it 


mandatory that the exhibitor play these 
prints “stereophonically,” that is, with the 
Perspecta integrator and the multi-horn 


system. 

So far, there is no indication as to just 
what Warner will insist upon in 
connection with Perspecta sound. Prints with 
four-track Warner Phonic 
have been offered to exhibitors on an op- 


3rothers 


magnetic sound 
tional basis with various Warner standard 
and 3-D films and with the company’s first 
CinemaScope “The Command 
Warners’ somewhat less-than-adamant posi- 


feature, 


tion in regard to stereophony was clearly 
indicated in the stereo vs. single track tests 
it voluntarily held in weeks 


London two 


ago. 


Further Demonstrations 
Are Now Scheduled 


The announcement that Warners had 
adopted Perspecta sound would seem to be 
in line with its previous policy. Some con- 
still 
production, 


second 
CinemaScope Me,” 
epens key engagements all across the coun 
try this weekend and all these engagements 


fusion, however, remains. Its 


“Lucky 


presumably are being filled by prints 
equipped with four-track magnetic sound. 
The home office has not yet announced 


whether “Lucky Me,” like “The Command 
also will be made available in single track 
form. The delay in this announcement may 
await the availability of “Lucky Me” prints 
in Perspecta sound. That, of course, is only 
the opinion of trade observers. 

General exhibitor reaction to the quality 
of Perspecta sound stands on further dem- 






PERSPECTA SOUND FINDS 
FERTILE FILM FIELDS 


onstrations around the country. Mr. Loew 
already has gone on record to the effect that 
multi-track 


f 20th-Fox, 


it “compares favorably” with 


stereophonic sound. Officials « 
however, at the big CinemaScope press con 


state 
tracks 


York two weeks ago, 
that 
were necessary for the best stereophonic re 
One 20th-Fox that 
single optical track system 


he 


ference in New 


unequivocally three magnetic 


sults. man said money 


savings in any 
went principally to the producer and to t 
film laboratory, rather than the exhibitor 

The pro-Perspecta sound people answet 
this by pointing out that if an exhibitor al- 
ready has a multi-horn system installed, all 
he has to do to play Perspecta sound prints 
stereophonically is to install a Perspecta in 
tegrator unit, which costs between $800 and 
$900, and which they argue is much simplet 
to operate than any other stereo system 


Loew’s Subsidiary and 
Perspect-A Share System 


Ownership of Perspecta is shared by 
MGM International Films, a 
ary, and by Perspect-A-Sound, Inc., of 
which Robert Fine, its inventor, is president 
It is being made available to all studios on a 
license basis. According to Mr. Loew’s state 


Loew subsidi 


ment this week, two integrators and standard 
accessories, than $2,000, will 


handle the entire production capacity of any 


costing less 
major studio, 

While the Fairchild Recording Equipment 
Company is the first licensed to 
manufacture the equipment, negotiations r¢ 
portedly also are taking place with RCA and 
Westrex of New York, Altec-Lansing ot 
Hollywood, Phillips Co. of Holland, Micro 
Tecnica of Italy, La Cinemato 
graphique of France, and the Rank Organi 


company 


Precision 


sation of England, as well as other organi 
zations. 


Sees No |6mm Trust Trial 


Before Next December 
HOLLYWOOD 


anti-trust case 


16m: 


distributor de 


The Government's 
against 12 


fendants probably will not come to trial 


before December at the earliest, James Me 


Grath, Government attorney in charge ol 
the case, said here this week. Mr. MeGratl 
stated that between now and December 
attorneys of the Justice Department will tak 
numerous depositions in New York an 
elsewhere. Attorneys for all defendants have 
been notified to appear before Federa 
Judge Harry C. Westover here next Wed 
nesday for general discussions on the present 
status of their respective preparations. That 
day has been set aside by Judge Westover 
for the industry suit and 19 others, which 
were transferred from eight other judges 
for conferences with all litigants for the 


purpose ot establishing precedence 
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MYERS OF ALLIED SAYS: 





FIVE MORE SEEK 


TO JOIN TEAM 


Sees Other Independent 
Producers Interested 
in Production Plan 


last week of its 


Productions fo1 


announcement 
Hal R. Makelim 
the underwriting ot 12 
Allied States Association 


, , 
roacned by hve 


Since 

with 
motion pictures, 
has been ap- 
p 


duce 


other independent pro- 
interested in making similar 
with the 


Abram F. 


tion, according to A 


Ts who ire 
exhibitor organiza- 


Myers, Allied 


arrangements 
oe neral counst | 
Under the 
\llied 
at fixed rentals for fixed runs for 12 pictures 
over a 12-month period. Contract theatres 


\llied-Makelim 


guarantee playdates 


plan, 2,500 


theatres are to 


are to pay only their share of the production 
from sales to 
Myers said that 


producers—one in 


with profits 
theatres. Mr. 


more independent 


costs, coming 
five 
Ne WwW 


York and four in Hollywood—would like to 


A\llied. 


other 


make the same arrangement witl 


The general counsel also re- 
vealed that the first Allied unit 
to consider the Makelim plan had 
oversubscribed its contract quota. 
The plan was discussed at a 
board meeting of Allied of In- 
diana last week, Mr. Myers said, 
and board members present 
signed up for all the contracts 
allotted to Indiana. In Hollywood 
in the week, Mr. Makelim an- 
nounced that Frank Borzage had 
been appointed vice-president of 
Makelim Productions and would 
probably direct at least two of 
the 12 pictures to be made for 
Allied. 


New 


ajor distribution 


York 


companies 


Meanwhile in attorneys tor 
watched 
interest. 


| out that if the 


developments with 
One 


Sallie 


major dis 


attorney pointes 


with a 


independent exhibitor customers 


irrangement were made 
tributor the 
would have the 
llatio1 It th 


cance 


privilege of a 20 per cent 


Makelim 


individual 


contracts are 


consummated with exhibitors at 


the series of regional meetings to be held in 
exchange starting month, the 
\llied members will be engaged in blind 


cities next 


buving and block booking, two 


practices 


they fought outlaw over an extended 


years, the attorney said. 


Cancellation Not Required 


In the Government anti-trust suit against 
the industry, the court ruled that companies 
subject to the final decree—all of the major 
offer a 20 per 


sold 


companies—would have to 


cent cancellation if they features in 


16 





SOME TOA MEMBERS 


WEIGH PRODUCTION 


Members of Theatre Owners of 
America, as individuals and not as an 
organization, are probing the produc- 
tion field along the lines in which 
Allied States Association is partici- 
pating, Myron Blank, president of 
Central States Theatres, said in New 
York this week. He said TOA mem- 
bers in general were favorable to the 
Allied plan but that no project was 
being initiated to parallel it. How- 
ever, he said some TOA men were 
becoming active in production units, 
personally and financially, and that 
the movement probably will grow as 
the current product shortage be- 
comes more serious. He indicated 
that Fred Schwartz, Century Circuit 
executive, was the most active in pro- 
moting production, but that other 
TOA leaders were “at least thinking” 
about forming production units. 





The provision does not apply to 
companies and Mr. 
Makelim is not required to include a can- 


groups. 
non-decree hence, 
cellation privilege as part of his contracts. 
that cancellations 
event, since the 


Some exhibitors insist 
would be unlikely in 
whole idea of the Makelim tieup is to in- 
crease the amount of product available. 
New York 


an independent 


any 


However, attorneys in said 
there is nothing to prevent 
exhibitor unable to buy Makelim product in 
a competing situation from instituting an 
action against his competitor and the pro- 
ducer-distributor on the that he 
has been illegally discriminated against in 
deprived of the Makelim product. 
Such a case, if brought to trial, would be 
watched with interest by large distributors 


grounds 


being 


who have been hailed into court often by 
independent exhibitors on similar charges. 

These considerations notwithstanding, the 
\llied plan was hailed by Leonard Golden- 
Broadcasting- 
Paramount who this 
that “anything that helps to stimulate pro- 
duction is a step in the right direction.” It 
was Mr. Goldenson, speaking at last No- 


American 
Theatres, 


son, president of 


said week 


vember’s convention of Theatre Owners of 
\merica, who sounded the call for exhibi- 
tion to enter production to relieve the prod- 
uct shortage. 

\llied of New Jersey this week approved 
in principle the production deal, and set a 
meeting of eastern with Mr. 
Makelim May 20. 


exhibitors 


Code’s Value 
Is Lauded 
By Keough 


Speaking at the Communion Breakfast ot 
the Communications Anchor Club in New 
York, April 4, Austin C. Keough, vice- 

president and gen- 
eral counsel of Para- 
mount Pictures 
Corp.. lauded — the 
Motion Picture Pro- 
Code and 
benefits if 


duction 
cited the 
has brought. 

Mr. Keough, in 
his talk, back 
to the early days of 


went 


the industry, traced 
the formulation and 
history of the Code, 
and discussed the re 
cent demand for 
“modernization.”” “What Hollywood thinks 
of the Code and Mr. Breen’s administration 
of it is demonstrated by the special Academy 
Award it voted him this year,” Mr. Keough 


Austin Keough 


said. 

The Paramount 
that “not a single motion picture for which 
the Production Code Seal has been issued 
has been condemned by the Legion.” 
vigilant. 


executive pe inted out 


He said we “must be eternally 
Some motion picture producers, usually so- 
called ‘independents,’ and some critics have 
from time to time sought the revision of 
the Code, even its complete abandonment.” 

“In these days when atheistic Communism 
is recognized as a great moral and political 
danger throughout the world, we must all 
be aware that moral laxity and indecency 
Communist 


is an aid to the cause,” he 


asserted. 


Arias Quality Gets Film 
“Ana-Ta-Han” 


will be distributed in the United States by 


Josef von Sternberg’s 
Arias Quality Films, newly organized re- 
leasing company consisting of Henry R. 
Arias, Lee Abrams and Myer P. Beck. The 
film, made entirely in Japan, is the story of 
of shipwrecked Japanese and_ the 
desert island for six 


a group 
time they spent on a 
years after the war. 


Technicolor Dividend 
Technicolor, Inc., board of directors have 
declared a dividend of 25 cents a share on 
the new $1 par common stock and 50 cents 
no-par common stock, 
\pril 27, 1954 to 
\pril 16. 


a share on the old 
not exchanged, payable 
stockholders of record on 
COPA in Columbia Deal 

HOLLYWOOD: COPA Productions, inde- 
pendent company formed by Tyrone Power 
and Ted Richmond, has signed a multiple- 
picture producing and releasing deal with 
Columbia Pictures, the studio has disclosed. 
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CAPACITY: 280 SEATS 






Mr. os P. Skourass president, 

Twentieth Century Fox Film Corpes 

Lh West 6th St. 

New York 19; New Yo 

Dear Sir: 

we were in attendance at the National Allied Convention in Boston last fall, and 
quite frankly we were as antagonistic 45 the next exhibitor when the subject of 
CinemaScope and stereophonic sound came UPp- However, Wwe like show pusiness and 
want to stay in it and decided to take a chance on cinemaScope-that 4t was the one 
chance for exhibition to gurvive---both large town and small. 

s we have been told, we are 


eted seven days of The Robe---and & 
re to be equipped for Cinemascope an 
would be 3 


just compl 
lest theat 
far--we thought you 


ommunity. 


we have 
the smal 


n more 


gmall theatre is eve 
ur and 


in grande 
in 


nd our Pp 
these facts 


to inspire ©° 


well with the picture & 
We are stating 


a, it will help 


e big step and i 
way everyones 
and better Cinemasco 


Charles P- Meyers Manager 


from producer to 
pe products. 


aif 
be 


da four ¢ 
the react 


The average © 


ublic is eagerly 
to you wit 
nfide 


nstall CinemaScope wi 
small-t 


KAROLYN THEATRE, New London, Ohio g 3 


impressive 
size is @ 
xnib 
a theatre 


awa 
h the 


nce in the 
th full 


own exnibi 


hannel stereopnonic 
jon of the people 


than in @ 


reater in & 


itor seems 
our 312€. 


iti 
hop 
theatre 
stereopn 


s t 


Yours very truly, 






, | 
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he directio 


ng our next Cir 
e that if this 


onic sound 
tor can 1 9) 


J. O- Guthrie, Owner 
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IN THE 
WONDER OF STEREOPHONIC SOUND 


IS 
DELIVERING RECORD GROSSES: 





DEWEY 


SIGNS 


CENSOR LAW 


ALBANY Thomas E. Dewey 

April 12 signed the New York State film 

censorship bill. The measure redefined ‘“im- 
nt 


Governor 


to the pre-censorship of 

New York State. The 
new legislation grew out of the recent U. S. 
hitting at the 


mora in regard 


motion picture Ss in 


Supreme Court decisions, 


“vagueness” of the term “immoral 


The Motion Picture Associa- 
tion of America, commenting on 
Governor Dewey’s action in sign- 
ing the bill, expressed its regrets. 
The move, declared the MPAA, 
“sets back the cause of freedom 
of expression.” The bill, continued 
the MPAA, “is a_ restraining, 
repressive” measure. 


In a memorandum accompanying the 
“Recent Su- 
that 


sufficiently 


signature Gov. Dewey said: 


preme Court decisions have indicated 


the tern 


J ad + 
dennitt 


‘immoral’ may not be 


constitutional purposes. The 


Seek Tax Aid 
For Trade 


Overseas 
/ 2 
TON: Eric Johnston, president 
tion Picture Association of Amer- 
ica, told the Senate Finance Committee this 
week the film “justly entitled” 
to the tax incentives on overseas earnings 
other House- 
passed technical tax bill. 
If it should be 
now requested, Mr. Johnston said, “our in- 


dustry will be 


VG 


industry is 


given industries under the 


viven these incentives as 


able to increase its invest 


ments abroad- underdevel 


particularly in 
The American film industry 
additional employment and 


ope d countries. 
furnish 
would make sizable contributions to the eco- 
the free world.” 
Committee Chairman Millikin (R., Col.) 
urged Mr. Johnston to discuss his recom- 
mendations Colin Stam, chief of the 
Congressional tax staff. Mr. Johnston said 
he and his aides had been trying to get in 
touch with Mr. Stam but had found him “a 
busy man.” Under the House-passed 
in income earned overseas by U.S. 
would be taxed 14 
other 


14 
would 


nomic progress ot 


with 


very 
bill, certa 
companies percentage 
income. 
through 


corporate 
operating 


points lower than 
Moreover, U.S. 

branches would not be taxed on this income 
rather than 


firms 


until it is actually remitted, 
when it is earned, as at present. 

However, the House Ways and Means 
Committee specifically excluded royalty in- 
come from the types of income eligible for 
tl ese 


breaks, and films earn royalties. 


18 


primary purpose of this bill is to define ‘im- 
moral’ and ‘tend to corrupt morals’ in con- 
formance with the apparent requirements of 
[t does so by defining them in 
terms of ‘sexual immorality.’ ” 


these cases. 


The Governor said the new section would 
make the law conform to the “tenor of re- 
cent court decisions” and proscribe the ex 
ploitation of “filth for the sake of filth.” 

The new definitions specify that an “im- 
moral” film is one “the dominant purpose or 
effect of which is erotic or pornographic ; 
or which portrays acts of sexual immorality, 
perversion of lewdness, or which expressl\ 
or impliedly presents such acts as desirable, 
acceptable, or proper patterns of behavior.” 
a film that tends 
to “incite to crime” one “the dominant pur- 
pose and effect of which is to suggest that 
the commission of criminal acts or contempt 
of law is profitable, 


The new law classes as 


desirable, acceptable 
or respectable behavior; or which advocates 
habit- 


or teaches the use of narcotics or 


drugs.” 


forming 


Firms Had $176,200,000 
From Abroad in 1953 


WASHINGTON: United States film com- 
panies received $176,200,000 in 1953 from 
royalties on foreign showings of their films, 
he Commerce Department estimated last 
week. This was a considerable increase from 
an estimated $167,000,000 of receipts in 
1952 and $160,400,000 in 1°51. At the same 
time the Commerce Department said U. S. 
royalties for foreign films 

United States amounted to 
$5,200,000 in 1953. This was an increase 
over the $4,000,000 estimated for 1952 but 
still well below an estimated $11,000,000 in 
1951. The figures were presented by Deputy 
\ssistant Secretary Carl F. Oechsle in tes- 
timony before Congressional committees in 


payments on 
shown in the 


support of the proposed universal copyright 
convention and in support of legislation to 
mplement U. S. participation in the new 
hearings were before a 
joint subcommittete of the Senate Foreign 


convention. The 


Relations and Judiciary Committees. 


Avon Theatre Suit Is 
Settled Out of Court 


CHICAGO: The Avon theatre, South 
Bend, Ind., anti-trust suit against Balaban 
and Katz and the eight major film com- 
panies, filed here three years ago in U. S. 
District Court, was settled out of court this 
week for an undisclosed sum. The suit, ask- 
ing $750,000 treble damages, alleged that 
prior to 1949, Balaban and Katz and the 
film companies conspired to prevent the 
Avon, operated by the South Bend Theatre 
Corp., from obtaining first run product, 
forcing the 1,000-seat house to operate in a 
repeat policy. 


Zukor Sees 
Industry 
On Move 


Speaking in the language of Wall Street, 
Adolph Zukor, chairman of the board ot 
Paramount Pictures who last year had the 
aid of the entire industry in celebrating, his 
50 years in motion pictures, said this week 
that he was “very definitely bullish” about 
Paramount specifically and the industry gen- 
erally. 

At a press conference at the New York 
home office, Mr. Zukor said that a recently 
concluded three-month stay at the studio had 
convinced him the industry never again will 
stand still in respect to new techniques of 
he found the 
pictures 


said 
Paramount 


sight and sound. He 
quality of upcoming 
higher than ever before and predicted gen- 
acclaim for Paramount’s VistaVision 
process, which is to be demonstrated at the 
Radio City Music Hall April 27. 
VistaVision, he 
any new process yet seen, adding that the 
method of photography attained a new de- 
He stressed 


eral 


said, was far ahead of 


gree in clarity and definition. 
the fact that it maintained the proper pro- 
portion of height to width and was suitable 
to the smallest as well as to largest screens 
in the world. He declined to predict Vista- 
Vision’s the industry as a 
whole, saying it was still too early for such 


acceptance by 


predictions, although the industry was bound 
to agree eventually on a dimension suitable 
for all. 

Mr. Zukor opened the press conference 
with detatled individual Para- 
mount films which, collectively, had “over- 
whelmed” him with their quality. Men- 
tioned by him as being particularly promis- 
ing were “Elephant Walk,” ‘“‘Knock on 
Wood,” “Sabrina Fair,” “White Christmas,” 
“Living It Up,” Window,” “The 
Country Girl” “Strategic Air Com- 


remarks on 


“Rear 
and 


mand 


Yorke to Do Series on 
Ball Players for TV 


Emerson Yorke, producer and director, is 
filming the life stories of 26 of baseball’s 
leading players to be released nationally on 
a 26-week series in 1955. John 


television as 
McCallum, 

Advertising 
sale rights to the series, said several adver- 
tisers have already shown interest in spon- 
soring the program. Baseball Commissioner 
Ford Frick is said to be sanctioning the 
series, 


Pearson 
exclusive 


sports director of the 


Agency, which has 


Big Booking on Disney 

RKO Radio has set a deal whereby four 
Walt Disney productions will play the entire 
Famous Players Circuit of Canada, Charles 
Boasberg, general sales manager, has re- 
ported. The pictures are “The Living 
Desert,” “Ben and Me,” “Pinocchio” and 
“Toot, Whistle, Plunk and Boom.” 
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Cites Moves 
OF Republic 
In TV Field 


Highlighting Republic’s expansion in the 
television field, Herbert J. Yates, president, 
reported at the annual stockholders meeting 
in New York last Friday the company has 
spent $1,500,000 for television equipment, 
planning to furnish shows to home television 
as to theatres. Republic, he con- 
tinued, is the “only” film company “to go 
into television” and ‘is preparing its Tru- 
Color process for eventual use in the broad- 


as well 


casting of color television. 

3ruce Newbery, sales manager, withdrew 
as a director nominee following the objec- 
tions of stockholders that he did not own any 
stock. Bernard H. Smith, Jr., owner of 
100,000 shares, was nominated and elected, 
with Mr. Yates, Richard W. Altschuler, 
Albert W. Lind and Franklin A. McCarthy, 
all for three-year terms. 


To Increase Holdings 


Mr. Yates, underscoring his confidence in 
Republic, told the meeting he is placing an 
order to increase his common stock holdings, 
ordering the purchase of 50,000 shares at a 
price up to $3 per share. The stock market 
quotation early this week was about $3.25 
per share. Mr. Yates forecast the company’s 
foreign business this year would double that 
of last year. 

He estimated that the resale to television 
rights of old Roy Rogers and Gene Autry 
pictures is worth from $3,000,000 to $4,000,- 
000. He said the rights are now the subject 
of litigation, with hearings scheduled in 
court for next month. 

Mr. Yates, countering expressions of 
gloom by some stockholders, said that the 
box office dip in the past few years “has 
been a blessing in disguise,” forcing the ac- 
cent on the need for better pictures, the re- 
quirement to cut cverhead costs, and the 
opening up for Republic of the whole tele- 
vision market. 

At one point the Republic president said 
the motion picture business is a “very risky” 
one. He said that of all the pictures made, 
50 per cent lose money, 20 per cent break 
even, 20 per cent make a little profit, while 
10 per cent are profitable. 


Officers Are Elected 


Subsequently at a meeting of the board, 
the following officers were elected: Mr. 
Yates, president; Walter L. Titus, Jr., Rich- 
ard W. Altschuler, John J. O’Connell and 
Arthur J. Miller, vice-presidents; John 
Petrauskas, Jr., treasurer; Joseph E. Mc- 
Mahon, secretary; Richard S. Rodgers and 
Harold Lange, assistant treasurers; Albert 
E. Schiller and Ira M. Johnson, assistant 
secretary-ireasurers. 

Mr. Altschuler was added to the exec- 
utive committee, which includes Mr. Yates, 
Arthur J. Miller, John Petrauskas, Jr., and 
Douglas T. Yates. 
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ALLIED UNIT 
TERMS OF DISTRIBUTORS 





HITS RENTAL 





NEW OFFICERS and directors of Allied Independent Theatre Owners of Wisconsin: 
Seated, Oliver Trampe, treasurer; Sig Goldberg, president; Angelo Provinzano, vice- 
president, and Edward Johnson, secretary. Standing, the board of directors: William 
Charboneau, Vic Wilson, Martin Holzman, Floyd Albert, Ben Marcus, F. J. McWilliams, 
Harry Melcher, Russell Leddy, Fred Minor and Eugene Goderskie. 


MILWAUKEE: Sig Goldberg was reelected 
president of Wisconsin Allied at the annual 
convention here April 6-8. Other officers 
are A. Provinzano, vice-president; Ed John- 
son, secretary; Oliver Trampe, treasurer; 
Mr. Goldberg, national director; Ben 
Marcus, director-at-large. 

The convention closed with a blast at 
distributors for current film terms. In a 
resolution the unit condemned the com- 
panies "for the exorbitant percentage film 
terms being asked of the independent ex- 
hibitors in the state of Wisconsin." 

The Allied unit also urged that the indus- 
try, through the facilities of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations, retain the 
services of Sindlinger & Co. on a perma- 
nent basis for the purpose of continuing its 
scientific research for the information and 
benefit of the industry. 

Mr. Marcus, president of national Allied, 
was presented a plaque at the annual ban- 
quet, commending him for his service to 
the state's independent exhibitors in the 
years of his activity. 

Named to the board of directors are 
Eugene Goderskie Mr. Johnson, Mr. Provin- 
zano, Mr. Trampe, Floyd Albert, William 


Charboneau, Martin Holzman, Vic Wilson, 
Harry Melcher, Russell Leddy, Mr. Gold- 
berg, J. P. Adler, and Fred Minor. 

Abram F. Myers, general counsel of 
Allied States Association, in talking about 
the tax reduction, stated "it's a great thing, 
if we can keep it.’ He told of the possi- 
bility of more local taxation and urged 
exhibitors to try and stop it. 

Mr. Myers attacked 20th Century-Fox 
and MGM for insisting upon the installa- 
tion of stereophonic sound which he said 
is beyond the reach, financially, of most 
small theatres. He told of Allied's plan for 
production in Hollywood. The quality pic- 
ture can be made today, he said, without 
a big budget. Mike Simons, MGM exhibi- 
tor relations head, suggested the organiza- 
tion of youth groups to be active in the 
theatre. 

Mr. Johnson urged a changeover to 
large screens but suggested a “wait-and- 
see" policy on sound. Large towns, he said, 
are much in favor of CinemaScope. Re- 
garding the expense of installation, how- 
ever, he stated that an adjustment should 
be made to permit amortization of the 
investment. 





Chromatic Forecasts 
Color Tube at $100 


Pilot plant production at Chromatic Labo- 
ratories, a Paramount Pictures subsidiary, 
indicates it should be possible to mass- 
produce 24-inch Lawrence color television 
tubes at a cost of less than $100 each, it is 
reported. Certain characteristics inherent in 
the single-gun Chromatron, as the Lawrence 
color TV tube is known, indicates receiver 
cost may be kept down. Television industry 
spokesmen have pointed out the main deter- 
use of color television 


rent to wide-scale 


has been the cost and development of a prac- 
tical TV tube. Chromatic believes a solution 
has been found in the Chromatron and that 

would 
quickly 


its general adoption by the industry 
bring color television into hom« 
and at relatively moderate cost. 


Trans-Lux Buys in Philadelphia 
The Trans-Lux Corp. has leased for a 
long term the 800-seat World theatre on 
Market Street, Philadelphia. The property 
is owned by the Faith Theatre Corp., Sam- 


uel Cummins, president. 














The Industry’s Most Important Event 
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VistaVision will fill the mammoth Music Hall screen 
as it will fill the screen of every theatre, large and 
small, throughout the world. Its compatibility with 
existing theatre equipment and flexibility in providing 
maximum screen height, width and definition, have 


Doors open 8 a.m. Demonstration 





Radio City Music Hall to meet 





At The World’s Largest Theatre 


OUNT’S 


veyetju estate) ein @) i 


already amazed six thousand exhibitors, technicians 
and members of the press at a score of Paramount 
Studio screenings. Paramount’s industrywide service 
in making VistaVision available to all studios blazes 
the way for a new era in production and exhibition. 


starts 8:30 a.m. promptly to enable 
its established opening time. 





BRITISH FACE 
TAX SQUABBLE 


Producers Demand Share 
of Tax Remission Under 
New Budget Schedule 


by PETER BURNUP 

LONDON: The film trade—the exhibition 
side in particular, the only beneficiary to 
any substantial degree under Chancellor 
Butler’s “‘stand-still” Budget, has resumed 
its more accustomed mood of cautious real- 
ism after greeting the opening of the budget 
with hallelujahs. 


Some exhibitors, not content 
with the size of the slice of cake, 
demanded the tax fight be con- 
tinued in Commons until the whole 
of their £7 million demand is con- 
ceded. Others, with memories of 
embittered debates last Autumn, 
knew they’d be faced quickly with 
demands from others—namely, the 
producers—for a share. BFPA’s 
Sir Henry French engineered it 
forthwith. Sir Henry’s executive 
had assembled the very morning 
after the opening of the Budget to 
stake its claim. 


Exhibitors always have been disposed to 
resent the levies they’ve been called upon to 
pay to th Fund. 
on the other hand, has maintained its belief 
that, Eady 
here will perish. 
that 
have 


Eady The Government, 


without sustenance, production 
Producers, 
Governmental 


moreover, with 
assurance behind them, 
their insistence that a 
of an annual Eady £3 million is 
necessary to keep their studios ticking. It 
was only by force of circumstance that they 
reluctantly agreed last October to a revision 
in the Eady which it 
would produce £2,250,000 in a year instead 


of £3 million. 


never ceased 


minimum 


scale was estimated 


Faced with falling box office receipts and 
the staggering tax burden, exhibitors agreed 
to the new scale. It was indeed touch-and 
go to the last moment whether or not CEA 
would continue with Eady at all. Producers, 


however, had a proviso added: 
Seek Implementation 


“The \ssociations will come to an 
agreement that the benefit to the industry 
resulting Entertainment Tax relief 
made in the Finance Act next year (1954) 
will be shared between exhibitors and the 
British Film Production Fund in propor- 
tions to be determined by the Four Associa- 
tions or, failing agreement, by the Govern- 
ment.” 

It is by immediate implementation of that 
agreement that the producers now demand 
their share of the tax cake. 


tour 


from 


The next meet- 
ing ot the Four Trade Associations is sche- 
April 21. The producers will 
endeavour to have a new and acceptable levy 


duled for 


22 


scale agreed by exhibitors then in order that 
it may come into operation May 30, the day 
the tax concessions became effective. 
Despite all of this, the industry is united 
in paying tribute to famed Scottish exhibitor 
Alexander King, presided over 
CEA’s Tax Committee and led the whole 
campaign. The 66-year-old Sir Alexander 
taught professional practitioners in political 
lobbying a lesson. 


Sir who 


Under his own steam he 
formed a formidable all-party committee of 
MP’s pledged to tax remission, including a 
former Chancellor of the Exchequer (Hugh 
Gaitskell) and President of the 
Trade (Harold Wilson). It was a notable 
achievement. 

Sir Alexander has been the recipient of 


Board of 


congratulatory messages from American and 
British This week he was to 
be presented by MGM in his native Glas- 


executives, 
gow a plaque commemorating his services 
to the industry. 


Await Lab Report 


The report is awaited of the three-men 
committee appointed by the Labour Minister 
to enquire into the causes and circumstances 
of the Laboratories’ dispute. 

Both parties in the dispute, the Labora- 
and the Association of 
and Allied Technicians, gave lengthy 
the committee which has 
since been considering its recommendations. 
It was understood that evidence was to be 
called for this Monday and that the report 
was to be in the Minister’s hands before the 
Easter holidays. 

The committee is not a mandatory body: 
it can make recommendations only. There 
is a general hope, nevertheless, that the com- 
mittee’s detached and impartial review of 
the exceedingly bitter wrangle may afford 
a basis for a long term settlement. 


Amend TV Bill 


The Government’s Commercial Television 
Bill continues to have an uneasy passage in 
the House of Commons. No fewer than 
64 amendments to the Bill of a delaying or 
fettering nature have been put down by the 
Opposition. Prospects of the new setup op- 
erating by the end of this year grow in- 
creasingly dim. In any event, the new 
Authority will be an exceedingly watered- 
down affair compared with the Govern- 
ment’s original proposals. 

Meanwhile, film producers have taken 
steps to stake out a claim in the TV field. 
A producers’ deputation was to see the 
Government’s Television Advisory Commit- 
tee this week with a technical memorandum 
discussing the possibility of transmitting 
TV programmes into suitably equipped 
cinemas. 


tories Association 
Cine 


evidence before 


V 


20th-Fox recently released some figures 
to the effect that to date 2,800,000 people 


have paid for admissions to “The Robe” in 
34 cinemas in the United Kingdom. There’ll 
be eight more openings of CinemaScope in- 
stallations in the near future bringing the 
total to 76. 

Of the J. Arthur Rank committal of 75 
theatres, 46 have opened with CinemaScope. 
It is understood that a temporary bottle-neck 
occurred in G.B.-Kalee supply of the equip- 
ment but that this has now been remedied. 
The remainder of the 75 Rank committed 
theatres will open with CinemaScope during 
May. 


New Comedy 
Tops Gross 
In Britain 


LONDON: Confirming officially a 
stance of watchful 
already aware, the Rank Organisation last 
week came out with the announcement that 


circum- 


which exhibitors were 


a comparatively modest comedy made by the 
Organization—“ Doctor In the House”—has 
in its opening weeks at the Leicester Square 
Odeon taken more money than other 
picture in an equivalent period there over 
the last 18 months. 

In other words, the picture has beaten the 


any 


spectacular grosses chalked up by the phe- 
nomenal “A Queen Is Crowned” and “The 
“Doctor In the although 
it was given no great bailyhoo treatment, is 


Robe.” House,” 
not a chance “sleeper” in the current Rank 
program, organisation but 
rather it is strictly in line with “The Cruel 
Sea” and another box office phenomenon. 
last year’s “Genevieve.” With the excep- 
tion of “Road to Bali,” they beat all Holly- 
wood’s offering in The Herald’s Box Office 


officials say, 


Survey in January last. 

The Rank announcement adds, 
that another of its 
“Trouble in Store,” currently is breaking 
all motion picture theatre records through- 
out the country. 


moreover, 


modest comedies, 


SAG Wage Rates Wil 
Remain Until 1955 


HOLLYWOOD: Terms of the Screen 
Actors Guild contract with the major stu- 
dios will continue unchanged for another 
year, it was announced this week following 
extended discussions which resulted in an 
agreement that the next reopening date for 
negotiations will be April 1, 1955. The 
agreement reached means that motion pic- 
ture actors have by-passed this year’s op- 
portunity to re-negotiate rates for wages. 


Cagney in "Mr. Roberts" 
HOLLYWOOD: James Cagney will play 
the captain in the CinemaScope, Warner- 
Color production “Mr. Roberts,” it has been 
announced by Jack L. Warner. This will 
be the first time Cagney has appeared in a 
starring position. Henry Fonda 
has the lead, the role which he originated in 
the Broadway play. 


second 
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UA’S GREAT JULY 4th RELEASE 


BURT LANCASTER As THE 
PAAPACHE* in TECHNICOLOR 


TY PICT, 
pit UR 
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BURT LANCASTER - JEAN PETERS in “APACHE” - coLor BY TECHNICOLOR + with JOHN 
S py McINTIRE » Produced by HAROLD HECHT - Directed by ROBERT ALDRICH + Written for the screen 
N QUANTITY by JAMES R. WEBB + A HECHT-LANCASTER PRESENTATION 








CITE FILMS’ LOCAL STATURE 


The seventh ad in the current series being run in ‘Editor & Publisher" by the 
Council of Motion Picture Organizations emphasizes the local importance of the 


motion picture industry. 


The ad, which appeared last Saturday, is headed "Here's the Local Angle" 
and stresses the fact that most of the money spent by theatres is expended locally 
and that through empoyment of local residents and in other ways the theatre is an 
important factor in the economy of every community. 

"In 1953,"' the advertisement says, “expenses of all theatres in the United 
States were $1,172,579,000, of which 51.6 per cent, or $605,400,000, represented 


outlays in local communities." 


The ad's conclusion: "A healthy movie business 


is good for the economic health of any town." 





RKO Freed 
Of Reports in 
Hughes Deal 


Completion of the Howard Hughes deal, 
under which sole ownership of RKO Radio 
Pictures passes to him, will relieve the com- 
pany of many corporate obligations. Among 
the preparation of financial re- 
submission of reports to stockholders ; 


them are 
ports ; 
the filing ot corporate documents with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, in- 
cluding employment contracts with execu- 
tives, salary reports, stock ownership re- 
ports ol officers and directors and securities 
reports of all kinds; the holding of public 
annual or special meetings, and the answer- 
ing of stockholders’ 

The company’s last public report presum- 
ably will be that of RKO Pictures Corp. for 


the year 1953. 


questions. 


Its last annual public meet- 
ing of stockholders has been held. 

Tenders of the outstanding stock in ac- 
cordance with Mr. Hughes’ offer of $6 per 
share are scoeduled to be completed by 
May 17. However, speculation rose when 
last New York Stock 
change in trading of large blocks, aggregat- 


ing 10,860 shares for the day, the issue 


Friday on the Ex- 


closed at the premium price of $6.12%. It 
was the third time in recent trading that 
buyers have paid the premium price for the 
+ 1 
stock 


Goldman's Extra Damage 
Award Not Taxable 


PHIL. 


Court of 


{DELPHIA The U. S. Circuit 
\ppeals here has ruled William 
Goldman Theatres, need not 
come taxes on $250,000 it was awarded in 
1946. The ruling, which upholds an earlier 
finding of the U. S. Tax Court, 
trust 


Inc., pay in- 


grew out 
eight 
awarding Goldman triple damages of $375,- 
Warner 10 other 
picture producers and distributors. 
the Erlanger theatre 
allowed to show first run films. 
District Judge William H. Kirkpat- 


$125,000 


ot an anti- decision years 


ago 
OOO against Brothers and 
motion 
Mr. Goldman charged 
was not 
> 
rick 


awarded damages, to be 


24 


trebled under anti-trust laws. Mr. Goldman 
paid income taxes on the $125,000 but not 
on the remaining $250,000, charging puni- 
tive damages were not income. The Gov- 
ernment sued, then appealed. ‘The decision, 
by Chief Judge John Biggs, Jr., said that 
punitive damages could not be regarded as 
regular taxable income. He added the 
Supreme Court might finally have to decide 
the issue. 


Liberty Chicago Suit Is 
Settled Out of Court 


CHICAGO: The Liberty theatre suit, ask- 
ing an injunction to prevent Loew’s, Inc., 
from putting their pictures up for bidding 
in Michigan City, Ind., where the Liberty 
had been splitting Metro product, and the 
product of several other companies, with 
two Indiana-Illinois circuit houses, has been 
settled out of court, it last 
week. Metro product will continue to be 
split by the theatres Attorneys 
in the suit were Seymour Simon and Shel- 
don Collen, representing the Liberty, Bry- 
Aaron Stein 


was disclosed 


involved. 


son Burnham for Loew’s and 
for Indiana-Illinois. 


UA Sets Regional Sales 


Sessions on Anniversary 

United Artists will hold a 
gional sales meetings in connection with its 
35th Anniversary which will bring together 


series of re- 


all division and district leaders, as well as 
key personnel from each of the company’s 
branches throughout the United States, it 
William J. Heine- 
man, vice-president in charge of distribu- 
tion. Sessions will be held in San Francisco 
April 21-23, in Chicago April 26-28 and in 
Philadelphia May 3-5, and will be presided 
by Mr. Heineman, Max E. 
vice-president, and B. G. 


has been announced by 


over jointly 
Youngstein, 
Kranze, general sales manager. 


Reelect Leon Back 

BALTIMORE: The Allied Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Maryland reelected Leon 
Back to 
meeting of the new board of directors. Jack 
Whittle was named vice-president and C. 
Elmer Nolte, Jr., was renamed treasurer. 
Mrs. Helen Diering is secretary by appoint- 
ment. 


a second term as president at a 


Arthur Mits 
New System 
Price Rises 


The motion picture industry lost the pub- 
lic relations opportunity of a lifetime by in- 
sisting on advanced admission prices when 
initially presenting such new screen tech- 
niques as CinemaScope, stereophonic sound, 
Cinerama end 3-D, according to Harry C. 
Arthur, Jr., chairman of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Theatre Owners Association. 

This observation made in a letter, 
released this week, which Mr. Arthur sent 
to Spyros Skouras, president of 20th-Fox, 
in which the exhibitor leader attacked the 


Was 


advanced admission price practice generally 
and 20th-Fox insistence upon stereophonic 
sound with CinemaScope specifically. 

“We have too many pictures for which 
the producers attempt to raise our admis- 
wrote Mr. Arthur. “Our fluc- 
have become an 


sion prices,” 
tuating admission scales 
almost certain guide to the public whether 
or not the picture promises to be any good. 
They have been taught that a regular price 
picture is a certain sign that the theatre 
management does not regard the picture as 
very good. The increased price, they have 
come to feel, is no certain guide that the 
picture is worth the price, but at least the 
public feels that it runs less risk in attend- 
ing only when the price is raised.” 

Mr. Arthur added that regular price pic- 
tures “substantially outgross almost all ad- 
vanced price pictures,” and enclosed a chart 
showing such results at a first run St. Louis 
theatre. He reminded Mr. Skouras that the 
greater gross on a regular price film means 
more people have attended the picture “and 
the more persons who see motion pictures, 
the closer we are to bringing back the so- 
called ‘lost audience.’ ” 

The exhibitor leader said he didn’t believe 
that stereophonic sound would either make 
or break either the theatre or the producer, 
but that a producer who does not insist upon 
it will get increased returns, both from the 
pictures themselves and the survival of many 
theatres which “otherwise may go out of 
business.” 


RKO Circuit Board 
Up for Reelection 
The reelection of the seven-man board of 


RKO Theatres was urged on 
state- 


directors of 
stockholders in a proxy 
ment. The statement, announcing the annual 
meeting of stockholders will be held in 
Wilmington, Del., May 6, listed the salaries 
of RKO officers. Sol A. Schwartz, president, 
received $79,900 in 1953, while William W. 
$38,926 


management 


Howard, vice-president, received 
and Thomas F. O’Connor, vice-president 
and treasurer, $31,825. Up for reelection 
were the following directors: Theodore R. 
Colborn, David J. Greene, Dudley G. Lay- 
man, Albert A. List, A. Louis Oresman, 
Edward C. Raftery and Mr. Schwartz. 
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WALTER WINCHELL said it... 


oT ate Mxefey a every boxoffice from coast to coast 
will echo it: “New Yorkers are talking about — 
and so will the nation soon... CARNIVAL STORY! 
A King Bros. production for RKO, it opens coast 
to coast Easter Week — Anne Baxter's finest 


|” 


performance in her long Hollywood career! 


CARNIVAL STOI 


eee oe ee ee a a. << 
starring 


ANNE BAXTER STEVE COCHRAN “LYLE BETTGER GEORGE NADER 


WIDE SCREEN—>-in: »>y TECHNICOLOR 


ed by 
RK O 


RADIO 


wity JAY C. FLIPPEN © HELENE STANLEY . bisected by Kurt NEUMANN - Screenplay by HANS JACOBY and KURT NEUMANN + A KING BROS. Sin 





e!' ollywood by oon 


by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywood Editor 
LAST WEEK Fran 


manuscript ol 


k Gruber deiivered the 
Limping Goose” to his 
13th novel in his glo- 
bally-popular Fletcher 
series. About 12,000,000 copies of his John- 
ny Fletcher mn sold. They 
I 19 languages. Writing 
for that many people in 
es sounds like occupation 

anybody, but not for 
prolific pen-parent. No. 
Fletcher for fun—profit- 
of course—and by way of taking 
to speak, between writing 


publisher. It 
Johnny mystery 


vels have been 


enough jo! 
Fletcher’ 


ites Johnny 


Johnny 
He wr 
ible fun 

breathe: sO 
pictures, his main, but by no means exclusive, 
since back in the upper ’Thirties. 


protession 


Gruber Pictures Are of 
Two Principal Kinds 


The Gruber pictures, of which there are 


are of two principal kinds, plus in- 


10Zens, 
exceptions. In the beginning he 
ialized in suspense ( Ex- 
“Mask of Dimitrois’’) that 
ra when Westerns were 

gold he swung 

nost recently winding 


evitable 
melodramas 
and in 


over 


scripts in this category 


ned impressario of the 


It. (Gruber Westerns: “Hur- 


“Great 


“Pony Express,” 
iribou Trail,” 

’ sold to Sam Weisen- 
Productions within the 

est known Western 

at the rate he works, others 
issued from his ES oe 


scores 


crea- 


steaming 
by publication time. 

C. Smith” is not just con- 

venient Asked how 

prodigious pace, he says, “Write it all my- 


slang. he maintains his 


self—beat it out own machine, and 

send it ut to be 

d it 
either ; 


recording ditto; 


on my 
typed up 
once; slowed me 
tried that, too; it was 
you can’t tell 


-never keep a 
dow i 


oOo” tape 
how a piece of writing’s going to read just 
] spoken; different medium; 


ror hearing it 
Ill iCal lig if 
t 


see what I mean?” 


Came from the Brash 
Chicago of Yesterday 


Writer Frank Gruber 1904 
the brisk, brash Chicago of Ben Hecht, 


was born in 


Sandburg, Theodore Dreiser and many 
fruitful practitioner of the written 
talent razor keen 
seven-yeal (1927-34) to 
school of trade journalism (a tur- 
that 

till a thriving success) in that 
Oddly, none of 
numerable works of 
matized that place and time, 
O’Banion, Insull, 


he honed his 
sentence 
launched during 


r’s weekly 


metropolis. 


Gruber 


( ipone, 


a World’s Fair prospering in the teeth of 
The Depression, Jack Lingle, Big Bill 
Thompson. Maybe that’s the big one— 
his GWTW saving for his climax. 


—— 


FRANK BORZAGE got back from South 
America iast weekend full of pride in his 
He’d gone down to attend the 
International Festival in 
Argentina and stayed Over to visit most ol 
the capitals of the continent. He got back 
on the day when Hal R. Makelim announced 
his appointment as Hal 
R. Makelim Productions, which firm is to 
produce a dozen pictures in a dozen months 
with Allied 


he’s 


protession. 
Cinematografico 


vice-president of 


under terms of an 
States Association. 
Mr. Makelim said Mr. Borzage will direct 
at least them. The long list of 
3orzage credits, stretching on down from 
1913 and including such titles as “Farewell 
to Arms,” makes mighty good reading for 
the 2,500 exhibitors who, as parties to the 
Allied-Makelim block- 
booked the dozen pictures sight unseen. 
from the 


agreement 


two ot 


agreement, have 


Homecoming quotes veteran 
director include: 

“Hollywood motion pictures are still the 
world’s greatest weapon in the war against 
international Communism. The high stand 
ards of living, the sacred heritage of free- 
dom and the happiness and high spirits of 
people living under a democratic rule, which 
our movies reflect, are doing a remarkable 
job in turning misguided masses away from 
the brain-washing tactics of Soviet foreign 
agents.” 

“Hollywood film product is the major ac 
cepted entertainment medium of the peopl 
America, not only because of its 
of quality but also because 
reflect the tenets of a free 


~~ 


went 


of South 
standards 
films 


high 
American 
people.” 


FOUR pictures into photography 
stage during the week, and three others 
were completed, lifting the over-all shoot- 
ing level to 30. 

MGM’s “Green Fire,” getting under way 
be the standout 
with Stewart 


in Colombia, appears to 
the new undertakings, 
Granger, Grace Kelly, Paul Douglas, John 
Ericson and Murvyn Vye in the cast. Ar- 
mand Deutch is the producer and Andrew 
Marton is directing. It in Eastman 
color. 

Robert Bassler Productions, making its 
independent company headed 
by the long-time 20th-Fox producer, started 
“Suddenly,” for United Artists 
release, with Lewis Allen directing a cast 
headed by Frank Sinatra, Sterling Hayden, 
Nancy Gates and James Gleason. 

Producer Walter Wanger, whose “Riot 
in Cell Block 11” is currently racking up 


imong 


goes in 


bow as an 


shooting 


pyrotechnical grosses across the country, 
started a quite different kind of picture 
for Allied Artists this time. It is called 
“Adventures of Hajji Baba” and goes in 
Technicolor, with Don Weis di- 
recting. (Remember that long chain of 
Technicolor fable-features he made for 
U-I and its happy exhibitor-customers a 
few years back?) It has Elaine Stewart, 
John Derek, Thomas Gomez, Paul Picerni 
and Amanda Blake as leading players in 
the cast. 

U-I’s William Alland launched “Shadow 
Valley,” another Technicolor project, with 
Rory Calhoun, Colleen Miller, Walter Bren- 
nan and Nestor Paiva in principal roles 
performing under the direction of Richard 


color by 


Carlson. 


THIS WEEK IN 
PRODUCTION: 


STARTED (4) 


A.A. 
Adventure 
Baba (T 





COMPLETED (3) 
COLUMBIA 


Bat Master 


PARAMOUNT 
Big T (Wallis; Vista- 
Vision; Technicolor) 


Country Gir 


n, Bad Man 
r) 


SHOOTING (26) 


A.A. 


COLUMBIA 

Bandits (Cinen RKO 

n 20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea (Disney; 


T 


} 20TH-FOX 

2; Technicolor) Untamed (Cinema- 

r the Show Scope; Technicc 
CinemaScope; enian Lance 

oer Scope; 
Egyptian 


Scope) 


T hr 
le 


INDEPENDENT 
Bandit (Shaftel; Super- 
Ry deny ou SR ge 
ei. ss ‘ may Vera Cruz 


; {Hecht-Lancaster; 


ur (Haas) 
Case File F. B. | 


-_s 
Cccp 


LIPPERT Three Gobs in Paris 
Race for Life (Technicolor) 
Mammer Nevada Gold 
Big Chase (Technicolor) 
Francis Joins the Wacs 
MGM Battle Cry (Cinema- 
Last Time | Saw Paris Scope; WarnerColor) 
(Technicolor) Helen of Troy 
Athena (Technicolor) (CinemaScope; 
WarnerColor 
PARAMOUNT Land of the Parone 
(CinemaScope; 
WarnerColor) 


Strategic Air Command 
(VistaVision; 
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y # Vlational 


ALBANY 

Price increases, despite the tax retention 
saving, were planned by several drive-ins. 
Don Gilson, operating outdoors in Canton, 
Massena and Alexandria Bay, had earlier 
decided to advance to 70 cents and said he 
was going ahead regardless. A 70-cent rate 
was ‘“‘needed” to stay in the black, Mr. Gil- 
son explained. Jules Perlmutter, who 
had on hand new tickets upping the price 
at the Richmondville drive-in to 60 cents, 
was debating continuing this scale, despite 
the cut... . Frank Wieting’s indoor Park, 
in nearby Cobleskill, increased the admission 


to 60 cents some months ago and reportedly 


met no opposition. .. .“ Night People,” which 
played the Strand at $1 top before the levy 
lowering, was screened in the Troy, Troy, 
and the Paramount, Glens Falls, at 80 cents 
top; and the Olympic, Utica, at 75 cents. 
. .. Exhibitor visitors included: Bob Flock 
hart, Phil Baroudi, Sylvan Leff, Vincent 
Hayes and F. Chase Hathaway. 


ATLANTA 


J. E. Martin, Sr., owner of theatre and 
drive-in at Montezuma, Ga., has given a 
memorial to his son J. E. Martin, Jr. (who 
died in the war) to the high school. It is 
a complete projector outfit and screen. 
Mrs. Shirley Baker has been appointed sec 
retary at A.B.C. Booking Service. ... The 
stork passed over the home of Mr. and Mrs. 


Mack Grimes (he is general manager of 


3ailey theatres in the south) and left a baby 

girl. . Jim Stansel has been appointed 
manager of the Ranch drive-in theatre, 
Hartselle, Ala. He was formerly with the 
Independent Theatres, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
... The Sundown drive-in, Columbia, Tenn., 
has been purchased by R. P. Davis, from 
S. S. Fleming, Sidney Johnson and Jack 
Chappell... . H. P. Vinson, formerly with 
Mid-Tennessee Amusement Corp., McMinn- 
ville, Tenn. was appointed manager. : 
Mrs. Ruth Milton, sister of Mrs. Sara 
Smith, accounting department, Allied Art- 
ists Southern Exchanges, has returned to 
New York after visiting her. 


BALTIMORE 

C. Elmer Nolte, Sr., Durkee Circuit ex- 
ecutive has returned from Florida. ... J. 
Lawrence Schanberger, Keith’s theatre, had 
3asil Rathbone in town to campaign for 
“Casanova’s Big Night.” . .. Harry Oster- 
hout, night superintendent at Loew’s Cen- 
tury theatre, was seriously burned when his 
home caught fire. He’s in Johns Hopkins 
Hospital on the critical list... . Jack Beresin 
was in from Philadelphia. . . . Helen Leon- 
ard, secretary to I. M. Rappaport, is re- 
cuperating at home from surgery. . . . Jack 
Whittle, Avenue theatre is having new mu- 
rals painted in that theatre... . Ira Sichel- 
man, 20th Century-Fox branch manager, in 
town visiting accounts. 


BOSTON 


Irving Mendelson, sales manager at the 
UA exchange, has been promoted to branch 
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New Haven office for the 
same company. He replaces Sidney Coope: 
who was transferred to Washington. No 
replacement has been announced tor Men 
delson, who assumed _ his duties on 
Monday. During Easter week, eight 
CinemaScope productions were playing in 
downtown theatres. Two of these are “du 
plicates” playing at twin houses, but the 
listing does not include the CinemaScope 
features playing neighborhood or adjacent 
theatres... . At the annual election of offi- 
cers of the Greater Boston Council of B’nai 
;’rith, representing 36 lodges in that area, 
Roberts of the Rifkin circuit was 
elected second vice-president. He is 
president for a second term of the Sentry 
Lodge of B’nai B’rith, the Theatrical Lodge. 


BUFFALO 

The Buffalo U-I exchange is in first place 
at the end of the 13th week in the Charles 
J. Feldman annual sales drive and manager 
Dave Miller is one happy guy. . Frank 
Lindcamp, manager of the RKO Palace in 
Rochester, has won the $100 prize for the 
best promotion campaign on “The Glenn 
Miller Story.” The prize was competed for 
by RKO theatre managers outside New 
York City... . Will R. Corris, manager of 
the old Lyceum theatre in Rochester, cele- 
brated his 76th birthday last week and spent 
the afternoon reminiscing with Frank Smith, 
manager of the Eastman theatre. . . .When 
the Presbyterian church underwent repairs 
in Lima, N. Y., Sunday morning church 
services were transferred to the auditorium 


manager in the 


new 


George 


also 





WHEN AND WHERE 


April 19-21: Spring convention, Allied The 
atres of Michigan, Hotel Statler, Detroit. 


May 2-7: Semi-annual convention, Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engi- 
neers, Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Allied Theatre 
Owners of lowa, Nebraska and Mid- 
Central, Fontanelle Hotel, Omaha. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Independent 
Theatre Owners of Arkansas, Marion 
Hotel, Little Rock, Arkansas. 


May 10-11: Annual convention, North- 
Central Allied Independent Theatre: 
Owners, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis. 


June 8-10: Annual convention, Virginia 
Motion Picture Theatre Association, 
Chamberlin Hotel, Old Point Comfort, 
Virginia. 

June 15-16: Annual spring meeting, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Indiana, South Shore 
Hotel, Lake Wewasee, Ind. 





Spolli 


Mt 


of the theatre in the same western N. \ 
town. . .. The Niagara Frontier Amus« 
ment Corp. of Buffalo has been authorized 
by the FCC to build a TV station on Chat 
nel 2 in Buffalo and president George | 
Earl Hubbard, former Cen 
tury ad-pub chiet, is running his own public 
relations office. He will handle publicity this 
summer for Crystal Beach and the Fort | 
.The Buffalo 1 | 


Goodyear. 


Center will be the 
locale of the special Warner Bros. screening 
party on April 26. Buffalo drive-ins, 
aiter several delays on account of bad 
weather, finally opened for the 
Friday. 


CHICAGO 

aR oe 
Pontiac, Ill., to L. 
illness. 


Traces. 


season tast 


Lally has sold the Pontiac drive-in, 
Hewitt of Manito, IIl,, 

Carroll Morton of 
joined the Alhed Artists 
branch staff. His territory will be 
taken over by Dan Goldman, Bob 
Lewis, formerly with Warner Brothers here, 
will fill Goldman’s old job. Ralph Ket 
tering is back at the United Artists for the 
summer and will return to his job as man 
ager of “The Caine Mutiny Court Martial’ 
road company in the fall... . James and 
Ed Jovan of the Monroe theatre and Globe 
Films are vacationing in Florida. Phe 
Alger Circuit has opened a new 
drive-in at Princeton, Ill. United 
Carriers have moved their office fron 
S. Wabash to 1306 S. Wabash, 1 
Film Row. ... The Oriental ha 
Clark and Roosevelt, 
Loop theatre to remodel its attra 
in the past few months. .. . Hov 
liner of the Clark theatre is vac 
Hot Springs with his wife. 


CINCINNATI 


There has been no further change in the 
local admission price structure 
Federal reduction in the excise tax and, ac- 
cording to authentic sources, no additional 
cuts will be made. An area survey 
that, as far as is known, the Lyric theatre, 
at Beckley, W. Va., had 
reduction among the independent houses, 
dropping from 60 cents to 50 cents. Legiti- 
mate houses have reduced prices equivalent 
to the tax cut. Considerable public in 
terest prevails here in connection with War 
ner’s “Dial M for Murder,” will have 
a special screening at the suburban Hi 
wood theatre April 26. It appeared | 
a stage play at the Cox theatre 
rice Evans as the star, a few 
and patrons have expressed thet 
anxious to make comparison 
business locally and throughout tl 
feeling the effects of the Lenten 
Holy Week, but exhibitors appeat 
for the future. 


CLEVELAND 


Every theatre in this area, so far a in 
be learned, is keeping the full amount of the 


because of 
Republic has 
sales 


while 


300-cat 
Film 


1255 


bece ming 


since the 


} . 
shows 


made the biggest 


whicl 


(Continued on following page) 





(Continued from preceding page) 
Federal tax and maintaining admission 
scales except where advisable to drop five 
cents, as in the 55c price and one cent in 
the 85c price. To date, there have been cus- 
tomer complaints allegedly because of a 
general lack of uniform price due to price 
changes for CinemaScope and other indi- 
vidual pictures. ... Max Mink, RKO Palace 
manager, is following up his recent one- 
night variety stage show headed by Tony 
Bennett and the Percy Faith orchestra, with 
another on April 29 when a *Mamba-Rumba 
Festival” will be presented. . . .Walter Lasti- 
tion, Skyway drive-in, Warren, and his bride 
of six weeks, were Film Row visitors. : 
Drema Hoisington, former Warner booking 
clerk, welcomed a daughter this past week. 

. He ry Greenberger, head of Cleveland’s 
Community Circuit and Joe Robins, Warren 
owner, are back from Florida. 
Frank Masek, National Theatre Supply 
branch manager, flew to Norfolk, Va. 
the weekend to participate in the ceremonies 
and launching of a new airplane carrier to 
which his son-in-law, Commander John G. 


Williams, 


COLUMBUS 


Children 13 to 18 
to be 


circuit 


over 


has be en assigned. 


adults would 
off the streets and out of 
public amusements from 11 p.m. to 4:30 
a.m. under provisions of a new curfew law 
proposed to City Council by Assistant Safety 
Phillips. Children 12. or 
would not be allowed on the streets 
dark and dawn. This_ proposal 
supersede the present curfew law 
which has been termed inadequate. .. . 
Freddie Bartholomew, former child star here 
for the Institute for Radio and Television, 
told delegates that “if producers, directors 
ind educational TV are not at 
heart don’t belong in the 
medium.” Bartholomew is director of “The 
Living Blackboard” educational program on 
WPIX, New York City. WLW-C will 
increase its audio power April 25 to 50,000 
and visual power to 100,000 kilo- 
Local theatres expect strong 
the week of May 11 when Sonja 
show 


without 


be required 


Director Leo 
younger! 
between 


11 
would 


actors in 


showmen, they 


kilowatts 
watts. 
competitior 


appearance 


Henie makes her first ice 
] Che show is, of course, 
attraction, as has been demon- 


here at the Coliseum. 
strong 


strated by the 


a very 
attendance it attracted in 


othe 1 


DENVER 
John Tella, 
Mountain 


father to a new 


Fox Inter- 
Colo.. is 


inager tor 
Durango, 
daughter, his 
Inter-Mountain 


second. 


[Two more Fox houses 
have opened with new CinemaScope installa- 
Denver, and the 
Mrs 


Euro 


tions. They are the Ogden 
Kiva, Durango, Colo. . . . Mr. and 
Emmett Warner are on an extended 
pean and African trip. Warner 
rly on film row, and later 
M.. 


tre in Albuquerque, N. 
l bers of 


Was for- 
owned a thea- 
The Realart 


their families, 


. 2 
torce, waded YY met 


their new exchange. 
Austin, United Artists branch man- 
| San Francisco April 21 for 
“Pinocchio” is setting 
a long-time record at the Orpheum, 
it is beating the gross set at the first run 
several years ago. . Joe Vleck, city man- 
Inter-Mountain Theatres, La 
father to a new daughter, 


have redecorated 


M. R 


meeting 


a sales 


where 


Fox 


ver TX 
age! 1 


Junta, Colo., is 
Marv Elizabeth 


28 


DES MOINES 

Both Tri-States Theatre Corp. and Cen- 
tral States Theatre Corp., which operate 
houses in Des Moines, lowa and adjoining 
states, have indicated prices will not be 
lowered in their theatres despite the recent 
excise tax reduction. A spokesman said “the 
industry needs this tax cut to survive; it 
wasn't requested to benefit specific 
sumers or to pass on to them.”. 
houses in the state have lowered prices, 
however. They include the Varsity in Ames; 
the Avon in Dysart and the Dows in Dows. 
William Guthrie, owner of the Dows thea- 
tre, sliced children’s admissions in half—to 
10 cents. He said he hoped now that ‘more 
children in the community could enjoy the- 
atre entertainment without working a hard- 
ship on the parents of the community.”. 
Frank S. Humphrey, 84, pioneer Mason City 
theatreman, is dead. He operated the old 
Star theatre in Mason City. It is now the 
Band Box. Local 332 of the I.A.T.S.E. 
Movie Operators in Clinton, will mark its 
40th anniversary with a party Apr. 19. 
The Elite theatre at Laurens is being re- 
modeled by manager E. H. Luchsinger. 
Bob Hutte, manager of the Lyric at Osceola, 
has announced his candidacy for the Demo- 
cratic nomination for state representative. 
Since he is the only candidate, he is certain 
to represent his party in the fall elections. 


DETROIT 


Two reopenings brighten the 
Long-looked for Cinema reopening will be 
on Easter Sunday with manager Art 
senbie showing his $40,000 refurnishing. 
Stage-wide screen and latest sound equip- 
ment are top features... .The Palmer Park 
will light again with 
Sales pitch includes Sunday-through-Tues- 
day gift nights for the ladies and free ad- 
mission to children under 12. . Art Her- 
zog was in the 20th Century Fox offices 
the past week. United Detroit’s Bir- 
mingham will be turned over to the Bir- 
mingham Uniformed Firemen’s Association 
for a benefit show. will be used 
by the firemen for family welfare and _ re- 
.. The Detroit Society for 
Crippled Children has as its VP, Dave 
Idzal, managing director of the Fox. ¥ 
Harold Pingree is the new booker at Uni- 
versal... . Henry Carley is out of the Blod- 
gett Hospital in Grand Rapids after being 


con- 
Some 


horizon. 


Les- 


also see re-releases. 


Proceeds 


creation funds. 


s 


aid up by a hip injury. 


HARTFORD 

The Connecticut Secretary ot State’s of- 
fice here reports filing of certificate of in 
corporation by Consolidated Theatres, Inc., 
Stamford. H. Wilkinson, Jr., 
president of the MPTO of Connecticut, and 
owner of the Wilkinson and Strand theatres, 
Wallingford, Conn., has sold the Strand 
building and land to Wallingford business- 
men Charles Thomas and Harold Granucci, 
who plan to tear down the structure. : 
Martin H. Kelleher of the Princess theatre, 
Hartford, has been ailing with a broken 
shoulder. Joseph Dolgin of the Pine 
drive-in, Waterbury, Conn., and Mrs. Dol- 
gin have returned to Hartford from New 
York. . . . William Horgan, assistant man- 
ager at the Stanley Warner Strand, Hart- 
ford, has resigned. William Brown, 
Manchester, Conn., city manager for Stanley 
Warner Theatres, has resigned. He was 


(,eorge 


with the Loew’s Poli-New England Thea- 


tres prior to joining S-W. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


The Fountain Square, first neighborhood 
theatre here to have CinemaScope, will un- 
veil it with “The Robe” opening April 16. 

Y & W Management Corp. now is oper- 
ating the Hi-Way drive-in at Plymouth... . 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis are booked 
for a one-nighter with their show at the 
sutler fieldhouse May 1°. ... Dean Brown, 
manager of the Lyric, is dropping his hill 
billy stage show, which has been replacing 
the second feature on Sundays only, after 
this week. . Herman Halberg, 20th 
salesman injured in a traffic accident March 
24, has returned to work. \ majority 
of state exhibitors have retained most or 
all of the tax cut without criticism from 
the public, members attending the Allied 
board meeting here Tuesday reported. 
Howard Rutherford, manager of Loew's, has 
set a scale of 70c-95c for the showing of 


Fox 


“Julius Caesar” Easter week. 


JACKSONVILLE 
Louis J. Finske, Florida State Theatres 
vice-president, was in Miami conferring 
with Harry Botwick, recently shifted from 
Jacksonville to supervise the circuit’s Lower 
East Coast district. Maurice Shaaber 
finally took his 1953 vacation period after 
spending many busy months supervising 
CinemaScope installations in numerous cities 
of Florida for Wil-Kin Theatre Supply. 
Buford Styles has added Jean Pettengill to 
Universal's office staff Allen Armstrong 
moved from the management of the Howell 
theatre, Palatka. to the San Marco, local 
art house. Mabel Leventhal, who 
fully directed the San Marco’s art policy 
for many years, has retired. ... H. A. “Red” 
Tedder left the Victoria theatre, New 
Smyrna Beach, to manage the Howell, Pal- 
atka. Robert Williamson is the new 
manager of the Dade theatre, Miami, re- 
placing George West. Lois Guilford is 
a new staff member at MGM.... H. J. 
Wells was in from Kingsland, Ga. ... A 
Florida sales tax of three per cent will go 
on all theatre admissions beginning May 1. 
Before the Federal tax cut, only theatre 
admissions above 40 cents were affected. 


KANSAS CITY 

The First Run Theatre Managers’ Asso- 
ciation of Kansas City, inactive for the past 
year or so, had a meeting April 5, and 
elected Harold Lyon, manager of Paramount 
theatre, chairman. No immediate problem 
was presented for study. “The Naked 
Jungle,” which did extra well at the Para- 
mount, was held over two days. The 
bill, which started Sunday, was “Dark City.” 
. . .-The Leawood drive-in had ‘Riders to 
the Stars,” Wednesday through Saturday, 
first run in Kansas City. The drive-in is 
near the southwest corner of Kansas City, 
Mo... .The Lakeside drive-in had this week 
three academy-award pictures, two features 
“Shane” and “Stalag 17,” and “Bear Coun- 
try.” The same bill was at the Avenue, 
downtown conventional theatre. ... An un- 
usual run at a neighborhood theatre is that 
of “From Here to Eternity” and “Roman 
Holiday,” in its third week at the Rockhill. 

(Continued on opposite page) 


success- 


new 
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LOS ANGELES 
In town for a visit were Bob McCracken, 
booker, and George Aurilius, manager of the 
\rizona Paramount Theatres in Phoenix. 
Morris Smith, who operates the Play- 
house theatre here, took off for Phoenix to 
visit his relatives. . . . Bob Berretta has 
been retired with a pension by National 
Theatre Supply, after more than twenty 
years with the company as a salesman. 
John Wolfberg has taken over the opera- 
tion of the Newsview theatre in Hollywood 
in addition to piloting the Marcal and Im- 
perial. . .. Visiting here from Tokio, where 
film distributor, was S. Maurice 
Livingston. While in Los Angeles he was 
the guest of Robert Kronenberg, who has 
the Manhattan Films exchange. . . . Joe 
Hartman, former salesman for National 
Screen, is now sales representative for Walt 
Disney Productions in Salt Lake and Den- 
ver. Henry Balk, Allied Artists sales- 
man, is ill at home. Also on the sick-list 
was Henry Herbel, Warner Bros. district 
manager, who was bedded with pneumonia. 
Harice York, formerly of Warners, is 
expecting another blessed event. Co- 
franchise holder Charles Kranz, of Realart 
Pictures, and his wife, celebrated their 31st 
wedding anniversary. 


he is a 


MEMPHIS 


Loew’s Palace was doing three times nor- 
mal business with MGM's “Julius Caesar.” 
...C. N. Sumner, Memphis; S. M. Berry, 
Dallas; A. R. Croskey, Charlotte; W. C. 
Earle Jr., and H. H. Hoff, St. Louis, were 
announced by National Theatre Supply 
Company’s district office in Memphis as 
winners of trips to New York in a 
performance contest. Expenses of each sales- 
man and his wife were paid by the com- 
pany for the holiday.... Mrs. M. R. Steiner, 
who Palace theatre, Tunica, Miss., 
underwent surgery at Baptist Hospital in 
Memphis. Ira and Calude May bought 
Airway theatre, Little Rock. ... J. L. 
Welsh, owner, has opened his new Star 
theatre, El Dorado, Ark... . W. G. Pullon 
is the new owner of Richmond theatre at 
Cardwell, Mo. Sale of Temple theatre 
at Fort Smith, Ark., to Tenarken Para- 
mount Corporation, which operates a chain 
of theatres trom Memphis headquarters, is 
announced. 


sales 


Owns 


MIAMI 

Tom Rayfield of the Carib, Miami Beach, 
in cooperation with the Miami Beach Jay- 
cees and a neighboring golf range, is plan- 
ning a gala Easter egg hunt for Easter 
Saturday, but cautions kiddies that old golf 
balls don’t count. . Jimmy Barnett, man- 
ager of the Olympia, observed the theatre’s 
annual birthday—its 28th—recently, with a 
huge birthday cake. City Commissioner 
Randall Christmas took part in the gala 
ceremonies. .. . Del Russo, star of WTVJ, 
was make-up artist for Paramount’s “Stra- 
tegic Air Command” starring Jimmy Stew- 
art, June Allyson and Frank Lovejoy, while 
the group was shooting scenes at Elgin and 
McDill Air Field, near Tampa. Miami 
was fleeting host to Stewart Granger, Paul 
Douglas and Grace Kelly recently, when 
these stars changed to planes for Barran- 
quilla, Colombia, where Andrew Marten it 
to direct “Green Fire.” 
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MILWAUKEE 


A large and interested number of conven 
tioniers of Wisconsin Allied, attended the 
single track 3-D demonstration of Pola-Lite 
at the Fox-Strand theatre April 7, during 
Wisconsin unit’s state convention. ... Mrs. 
L. V. Bergtold, Westby theatre, Westby, 
while attending the convention, revealed that 
her son-in-law, Robert Drew, is appearing 
on TV in New York over NBC. His wite, 
Joann Bergtold, is also active—playing 
Snow White in the children’s play in New 
York. Richard Kelly, manager of the 
Badger theatre, Reedsburg, and owner of 
the No. 33 drive-in there, has planted some 
2,000 pine trees at his drive-in. He is also 
putting up a new attraction board which he 
designed himself. Charles Niles, Iowa, 
former theatre owner there, came up to at 
tend the convention. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Now that admission taxes have been cut, 
some exhibitors are looking forward to mak 
ing improvements including reseating. The 
rush to install CinemaScope equipment is 
just about over, equipment supply houses 


say. However, they report that they are still 
making some installations of wide screens. 
: A remodeling job that will eliminate 
505 seats is under way at the Century in 


preparation for the opening of g'This Is 
Cinerama” April 19... .The new Lake the 
atre at Powers Lake, N. D., operated by a 
group of local businessmen, opened April 7. 
House is equipped with CinemaScope. .. . 
S. J. Backer, operator of the Avon at Han- 
kinson, N. D., is recovering from a recent 
operation. ... Harry Weiss, RKO Theatres 
district manager, was in Cedar Rapids and 
Des Moines, Iowa, Omaha and Kansas City 
visiting situations. ... New assistant shipper 
at Warner is W. O. Niska. Minnesota 
Amusement Co is asking approximately 
$180,000 in a counter-suit against the Twin 
City Theatre Co. in a trial now being heard 
in Ramsey county district court, St. Paul 


NEW ORLEANS 


Theatres closed Saturday, April 11 in ob 
servance of Holy Week were Nabor, Ober 
lin, La. and the Liz, Paincourtville, La. 
30th resume operations April 17. .The 
Utica, Utica, Miss. after several months of 
weekend operations only is back on full 
week schedule with 3 changes a week, report 
ed owner Frank Glick. . . . The WOMPI’s 
garnered a net profit of $278.45 at their 
recent benefit dance. The proceeds will go 
to the organization's charitable activities. ... 
A. J. Rosenthal has assumed ownership of 
the Joy, Alexandria, La., one of Joy Thea 
tre circuit’s houses. Rosenthal already owns 
and operates the Silver City there and is 
associated with Joy N. Houck in Alexandria 
drive-ins and the Midway, Opelousas, La. 

R. J. Barnes, Atlanta, Ga., associate 
owner of Rebel drive-in, Baton Rouge, La., 
notified that his stock in Bayou Theatres, 
Inc. is up for sale. The Rebel is the only 
one of four drive-ins in that vicinity inside 
the city limits. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Calvin Brown is the new manager of the 
Sooner theatre here. .The Harber the- 
atre is now showing ‘Roman Holiday” with 
Academy Award winner Audrey Hepburn, 


plus “Stalag 17” with 
ner William Holden on th 
..+-The Oklahoma City Council 
observed Holy Week services at t 
this week, Monday through Friday 
Capitol theatre here held Marily1 
Week last 
pictures: “Gentlemen Prefet 
“Clash By Night” and “Niagat 
and Mrs. Glenco Millirons, who 
and Alar 
at Snyder, Okla., have taken ove 
agement of the Florida. theatre, 
Beach, Fla. 


OMAHA 

The first 
the Omaha territory 
\pril 14. It is 


who this year 


, 1 
snowing three 


wet k, 


managing the Franroy 


drive-in 


owned 


purchased 


pleted layout which was started 
...The Royal at O'Neill owned 
Rasley has brought CinemaS 
north-central Nebraska territo1 
Jack Rentro of Theatre Booking 
went to Kansas City 
who was operated on last week 


to be witl 


mount reported booming busines 
man Holiday”’ and “Stalag 17,’ 

held for an extra day at the 
Omaha and had 25 bookings in tl 
“Shane” requests were piling uy 

ginia DeMauro replaced stenog1 

Morris at Warners, Ruby Houliha 
contract clerk Marian Pirruccello 
cis Thomas was added in other ch 
\dolph Rozanek, Crete exhibitot 


didate for mayor. . Jerry Maloney, 
Fox stenographer, announced het 
ment to Dan Shannon, blind d 


ofhce Christmas party. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Stanley Warne 
supermarket shoppers in using 
nouncement schedule 
FM radio system ol the Storecast 
David Milgram, i 


became a grandtathe 1 


| he atres 
over the 


tion here 
circuit head, 
daughter born to his daughter, M1 

\lso joining the grandfather 
are Joe Engel, Screen 
with a daughter born to his daughte1 
Harold Shapiro, whose husband oper 
\lden: Benny Glatz. in charge ot censo1 
ship at MGM, with the birth of a daughter 
to Mrs. William Glatz; and Jack 
veteran exhibitor. ... Harry Spiegel 
Comerford Theatres advertising de] 


Bloom. 


manager Ol 


Crreenberg 


was reelected secretary-treasuret 
eregation of B’Nai Israel in Scranto1 
The Crosskeys drive-in, New 
Pa., is having the buying and bool 
dled by the Midway Drive-In Corp 
; Stanley Smithers, 
Stanley Warner Theatres 
with Tri-States Buying and Booking Set 
vice, Franks, returning t 
theatre management. Leon Cohen's Vine 
(Continued on following 


formerly 


is now col 


succeeding Abe 


WIDE-ARC SCREEN FRAMES 


Adjust-A-Curve for any aspect ratio 
Exculsive advantages yet costs less! 
Easy to install, easy to set curve and 
tilt. Rugged yet light. Investigate! 


» . P 
Td | ay. Merican producs w 


1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas City 8, Mo. 





(Continued from preceding page) 
Street Screening Room is now complete with 
2-D and 3-D equipment. . . . Bob Adleman, 
Myer Adelman, head of the New 
Jersey Messenger, film delivery service, and 
Marjory Lincoln, were married in the city 
last week. 


PITTSBURGH 


Columbia Pictures set a new record in 
mass saturation bookings by booking “‘The 
Mad Magician” in 2-D and ‘Massacre 
Canyon” into 125 local and district theatres 
first run. Loew’s Penn which had set 
‘Tennessee Champ” as the picture to run 
with its Easter show, and_ then 
switched to “Rhapsody” has changed its 
mind again, booking “Tennessee Champ,” 
definitely this time. . . . “Night People” has 
replaced “New Faces” as the Easter Cine- 
maScope booking in the Fulton. . . . “Cease 
Fire” has been set for the Ritz following 
the run of “Julius Caesar.” ... The re-issues 
of “Shane” and ‘‘Roman Holiday,” Academy 
Award nominees are cleaning up in the 
neighborhood _ spots. “The Living 
Desert” heading for new Squirrel Hill 
records with the second week practically 
matching the first week’s huge receipts. . . 
The Harris has been advertising “The Caine 
Mutiny” for months now in its lobby de 
spite the fact that the Columbia Picture 
won't go into release until time in 
August 


PROVIDENCE 


E. M. Loew’s drive-in, at the Providence- 
Pawtucket city line, was the last of the open- 
air theatres in this section to inaugurate the 
1954 season. To get off to a blazing start, 
the North Main street ozoner presented a 
special stage attraction, along with ‘‘Hon- 
do,” and “Tarzan And The Slave Girl.” ... 
The Palace, Washington Park neighbor- 
hood house, recently presented an ‘All-Elec- 
tric Cooking School,’ in conjunction with 
its regular film fare... . The Glenn Miller 
Story” held for a fourth week at the RKO 
Albee. Robert F. Aiken has been pro- 
moted to Chief-Of-Service at the Albee. ... 
“Jubilee Trail” opened auspiciously at the 
Strand. The Avon Cinema, East Side 
art house, presented the Rhode Island 
premiere of “The Great Gilbert and Sulli- 
van.” 


TORONTO 


The Canadian 
International 


son ot 


stage 


some 


regional 
Pe ypcorn 


meeting of the 
Association, in its 
third annual session of its kind in this coun- 
try, has been scheduled for May 28 in the 
King Edward Hotel, Toronto. Jack Fitzgib- 
bons of Theatre Confections Ltd. is Inter- 
national president, and he and Syd Spiegel 
Pufft Popcorn Ltd., Toronto, a 
the International board, will act 
as co-chairmer Paramount and MGM 
taxation experts were here talking over tax 
problems with local film executives at a 
luncheon. British Columbia’s desire to apply 
a sales tax to movie money has them wor- 
ried. Peter S. Myers, general manager 
of Twentieth Century-Fox Corp. Ltd., of 
Canada, was elected president of the Cana- 
dian Motion Picture Distributors Associa- 
tion. He succeeded Frank H. Fisher, general 
manager of J. Arthur Rank Distributors 
(Canada) Ltd. Vice-president is Charles S. 
Chaplin, United Artists, and Clare J. Appel 
remains executive secretary. 


of Super 
member of 


30 


VANCOUVER 


400 Southlands ratepayers protested a 
proposed drive-in theatre on Musqueam In- 
dian Reserve on Marine Drive West of 
Camosun in the exclusive University district 
and within the Vancouver city limits, al- 
though on Federal government property. . . . 
Bill Forward, manager of General Theatre 
Supply Co., has left Vancouver General 
Hospital following surgery. ... Mike Stev- 
enson, office manager of Paramount, who 
was reported moving over to Famous Player 
district office as Lou Karp’s assistant, is 
staying with the film company. No succes- 
sor to Karp has been named to date. 
Mary Bossio, International-Cinema cashier, 
hospitalized for a mastoid operation. 


WASHINGTON 
Sidney Cooper is the new branch manager 
at United Artists, replacing Arthur H. Levy. 
20th Century Fox Sara S. 
Young, went to Boston over the April 10 
weekend to visit her father, who is ailing. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Lust were again 
hosts at a luncheon April 13 in honor of the 
opening baseball game at Griffith Stadium. 
This is the 17th year they have had these 
luncheons for several hundred Washington- 
ians. ... Marjorie Dawson, associate direc- 
tor, community relations dept., Motion Pic- 
ture Association of America, was one of the 
speakerseat the Motion Picture and Televi- 
sion Council of the District of Columbia 
meeting on April 9... . Hirsh de La Viez, 
chairman of the Variety Club’s Entertain- 
ment Committee, has arranged a series of 
twice-monthly variety shows at Walter Reed 
Hospital. .. . J. Edward Fontaine, salesman 
at United Artists, and one of the eleven 
original founders of the Variety Club in 
Pittsburgh, was honored April 9. 


booker, 


Legion Approves Six of 
Seven New Productions 


The National Legion of this 
week reviewed seven films, putting four in 
Class A, Section I, morally unobjectionable 
for general patronage; in Class A, 
Section II, morally unobjectionable for 
adults, and one in Class B, morally objec- 
tionable in part for all. In Section I are 
“Lucky Me,’ “Man With a Million,” 
“Prince Valiant” and “A Queen’s World 
Tour.” In Section II are “Yellow Toma 
hawk” and “Diary of a Country Priest.” 
In connection with the latter, the 
notes that “this film presents certain con- 
cepts of Catholic theology and clerical life 
which in the light of traditional teaching 
and practice can be misleading to the un- 
informed.” In Class B is “Playgirl,” because 


Decency 


two 


Legion 


it has “suggestive costuming and dialogue; 
reflects the acceptability of divorce.” 

In a separate release, the Legion placed 
“Carnival Story,” produced by the King 
Brothers and released by RKO, in Class B 
“This film while not deemed as 
wholly condemnable contains substantially 
material that seriously offends Christian and 
traditional standards of morality and de- 


because: 


cency. Despite earnest efforts of this office 
to effect an elimination or a lessening of 
the moral offensiveness the producer refused 
cooperation and has retained in the picture 
various scenes of gross suggestiveness in 


situations, costume and dialogue.” 


FP Canadian 
Year Net Is 
$3,611,005 


TORONTO: The amount earned per share 
of Famous Players Guardian Corp. stock is 
up eight cents to $2.08, and the net profit is 
up slightiy as compared with 1952, accord- 
ing to the annual report of the company, 
issued this week. 

John J. Fitzgibbons, president and man- 
aging director, points out in a statement to 
the stockholders, “On a comparable basis, 
gross box office receipts were higher than 
in the previous year. The increase in re- 
ceipts, however, was more than offset by an 
increase in film rental for advanced admis- 
sion price pictures, wages and operating ex- 
penses, the net effect being a slight decrease 
in operating profits as compared with the 
previous year.” 


Assets Increase 


The statement shows consolidated net 
profits of $3,611,005 for 1953 as compared 
with $3,480,126 for 1952. The profit before 
income taxes this year was $6,468,261 as 
compared with $6,605,823 in 1952. Dis- 
cussing the financial position of the com- 
pany, Mr. Fitzgibbons notes at the year end, 
the net current assets, which include $8,671,- 
000 in securities and call loans, 
amounted to $9,474,238, an improvement 
during the year of $1,279,143. 

During the year, the company paid four 
quarterly dividends of 35 cents each and an 
extra of 20 cents on its common shares. 
And “in view of the excellent financial posi- 
tion” and “the expectation of continued 
good business over the foreseeable future,” 


cash, 


common shares will draw a quarterly divi- 
dend of 371% cents commencing with the 
first quarter of 1954 

Mr. Fitzgibbons announces the formation 
of Remington Air Conditioning Co, (Can- 
ada), Ltd., for the marketing and servicing 
of Remington air conditioners for homes 
and offices. This is a subsidiary of Gen- 
eral Theatre Supply Co., Ltd. 


Expands Drive-in Interest 


Famous Players is continuing to expand 
its interests in drive-in theatres and at the 
present time, either alone or in association 
with others, has new drive-in theatres under 
way in Dartmouth, N. S., Charlottetown, 
P. E. I., Campbellton, N. B., and an addi- 
tional one to serve the Toronto area. 

The quality of the product shown in 
Famous Players theatres was said to have 
improved during the past year, according 
to Mr. Fitzgibbons, and “the schedules of 
the producers of motion pictures in the 
United States, England and Europe indi- 
cate that all of them are making a serious 
effort to maintain and improve that quality.” 

Famous Players has a 50 per cent inter- 
est in two TV stations, one under construc- 
tion in Quebec City, and the other at Kitch- 
ener, now in operation. 
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Mits Majors 
On Shortage 
OF Prints 


NEW ORLEANS: Some of the major dis- 
tributors guilty of creating illegal 
clearances and calling it print-shortage,” 
Abe Berenson, independent theatre operator 
and president of Allied Theatre Owners of 
Gulf States, charged here last week. 

Mr. Berenson complained the companies 
are cutting down on prints and juggling 
them for choice accounts. He cited several 
examples of exhibitors waiting for clerance, 
and then being told that the prints have 
been pulled back because of the shortage. 
He declared that as a result, exhibitors have 
been forced to play second run and reissues 
to keep their houses open. He maintained 
that if someone added up all the costs of 
pulling prints back and forth, long-distance 
phone calls, and wires, it would prove wiser 
and economical for the distributors to have 
more prints available. 

Mr. Berenson said he favored “all new 
techniques” but added that he felt “‘stereo- 
phonic sound added nothing to the pictures 
in small houses.” He asserted that ‘“‘to 
deny pictures to theatres that can’t afford 
the installation of stereophonic sound is to 
create a false shortage of product. He hit 
the “hard-headed policy of Spyros Skouras.” 

Mr. Berenson also voiced disagreement 
with the recent remarks of Samuel Goldwyn 
to the effect that the public should be will- 
ing to pay advanced admissions for pre- 
mium pictures. 

Declared Mr. Berenson: “The public is 
subjected to enough pictures they don’t en- 
joy so that when a good one comes along 
they ought to see it at the same price.” He 
said that is the showmanship that brings 
them back. 


“are 


Pola-Lite in Deal for 3-D 
In Britain, Canada 


The Pola-Lite Co., manufacturers of 3-D 
glasses and the new single-track projection 
system, has concluded negotiations for the 
manufacture and distribution of the Pola- 
Lite 3-D System in both the United King- 
dom and Canada, Al O’Keefe, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of Pola-Lite distribution, 
has announced. 

G. B. Kalee, Ltd., a subsidiary of the 
J. Arthur Rank Organization, will manu- 
facture the single-track-3-D units for dis- 
tribution throughout the United Kingdom 
and British possessions, Europe, Latin and 
South America. In Canada, Pola-Lite 3-D 
projection equipment will be distributed by 
General Theatres, a division of Famous 
Players Canadian Corp. 

The system will be installed in theatres for 
15 additional playdates on U-I’s “The Crea- 
ture from the Black Lagoon,” Mr. O’Keefe 
announced, All playdates are scheduled be- 
fore the end of April. They follow similar 
engagements in a number of cities. 
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People in She ews 


RosBert WEESNER has been named vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of Wayne-Fel- 
lows Productions, Inc. 


Major Lestre E. THompson was tendered 
a luncheon at “21” in New York Thurs- 
day by his RKO Theatres’ associates. 
He leaves the company this week. 


IRVING MENDELSON has been promoted to 
branch United Artists’ New 
Haven exchange, moving up from city 
salesman in the 


manager of 
3oston exchange. 


NORMAN FREEMAN has joined Sol Lesser 
Productions, Inc. as vice-president and 
general manager. He was associated with 
Lesser temporarily during 1953. 


A. M. ELtis, head of A. M. Ellis Theatres, 
has established the A. M. 
Hebrew and Semitic Languages at 
University of Pennsylvania. 


Ellis chair of 
the 








Name Pictures Unit for 
Cardinal's Committee 


Officers and members of a committee on 
motion pictures of the Cardinal’s Committee 
of the Laity in the 1954 Appeal of New 
York Catholic Charities have been an- 
nounced by John A. Coleman, executive 
chairman. John S. Burke is chairman of 
the Cardinal’s Committee, which seeks funds 
for the support of the welfare programs of 
New York Catholic Charities. The goal of 
the 1954 Appeal is $2,515,000 of which the 
Cardinal’s Committee has accepted a quota 
of $1,000,000. 

John J. O’Connor is chairman of the mo- 
tion pictures committee, with L. 
Netter, Jr., as vice-chairman. 

The membership of the committee is: Frank 
J. Alford, Charles A. Alicoate, John W. Ali- 
coate, William E. Barry, Frank E. Cahill, Jr., 
Francis X. Carroll, Patrick Casey, Thomas J. 
Connors, Robert W. Coyne, Thomas Crehan, 
William Cronin, John Dervin. Also: Russell 
V. Downing, Al Duryea, Joseph Eagan, S. H. 
Fabian, James M. Franey, William J. German, 
Joseph M. Geoghan, Edmund C. Grainger, 
James R. Grainger, William J. Heineman, Wal- 
ter F. J. Higgins. Also: William W. Howard, 
John Hughes, John J. Kane, Sherwin Kane, 
Austin C. Keough, Frank J. Kiernan, Fred 
Lynch, Thomas J. Martin, Paul C. Mooney, Sr., 
Peter J. Mooney, James Mulvey, John F. Mur- 
phy, Joseph A. McConville, Joseph E. Mc- 
Mahon, William J. McShea, Paul D. O’Brien, 
Robert H. O’Brien, Thomas F. O’Connor, 
Charles L. O’Reilly, Edward K. O’Shea, Martin 
Quigley, Charles M. Reagan, Phil Reisman, 
Herman Robbins, George J. Schaefer, C. J 
Scollard, George Skouras, Spyros Skouras, 
Edwin J. Smith, Jr., Nick Tronolone, Frank C. 
Walker, Richard F. Walsh and William A. 
White. 


Douglas 


Redstone Plans Drive-in 
BOSTON: Michael Redstone, president of 
Redstone Drive-in Theatres, has announced 
plans for a new drive-in in Fairfax County, 
Arlington, Va., for 900 cars. 


HERBERT L., 
Amusement Industries group of Bankers 


GOLDEN, a member of the 


Trust Co. since 1952, has been elected an 

assistant vice-president of the bank. 
HERB STEINBERG, 
rector of Paramount Pictures Corp., 
speak at a luncheon meeting of the New 
York chapter of the American Publica 
\pril 20, at the 
York 


national exploitation di 


will 


tions Association Tuesday 


Vanderbilt Hotel in New 


Mrs. ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN, wife of the 
managing director of the Strand Realty 
Co., Providence, 
“Rhode Island 


nani d 


Year.” 


was. recent!y 


Mother of the 


RKO Pictures 


elected to 


Leon J. BAMBERGER, of the 


sales department, has _ been 
membership on the Commission on Mass 


the National 


ence of Christians and Jews 


Communications of Confet 


Building of 
Theatres Up 
In Canada 


TORONTO: Although this year 
the operation of a number of TV stations 
in this country, 17 to be exact, construction 
of 35mm auditorium theatres 
apace, with the score in 1954 closely match- 
ing that of last year, when there were 52 
constructed. Thus far, this year, 10 houses 
have been opened where there are also 19 


will see 


continues 


under construction. 

There were 61 constructed and opened in 
1951; it would seem the number of theatres 
to be constructed is on the decline. Of 
course, there is another side to the picture, 
for there were 78 drive-ins opened in 1953, 
and indications are, according to a survey by 
the “Canadian Film Weekly,” that another 
score will be added when this season opens 

Most of this country’s new theatres are in 
comparatively 


with few in 


cities. Canada’s expansion has been nation- 


small towns, 
wide and many a community which had no 
theatre but relied on the next 
16mm itinerant exhibitor grew large enough 


town or a 


to support a 35mm house. Some communities 
which had one now have two. 

A contrasting picture is offered in the 
cities where theatres continue to close under 
the onslaught of TV and the advance of new 
techniques to be used only in the larger 
houses. In Toronto, six of the neighborhoods 
have closed this year so far and there were 
several last year. Indications are that there 
have been 20 closed since the start of 1953, 
some of which are in small towns ard most 
non-TV 


of which are in areas 
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Dr. Lumiere 


Dies at 92 


PARIS: Dr. August 
tinguished scientist 
late , one of the 
de velopment of the 
\pril 10 at 

\lthough throughout the 
for his activities in the 
Dr. Lumiere also 


physicist, 


> 


Lumiere, 92, distin- 


] 
i 
French and, with his 


brother Louis pioneers 1n the 


motion picture camera, 


died his home in Lyon. 
world 


field, 


respected as 


known 
nic rt le mn picture 
highly 

chemist 
the 

conducted 


Was 
and botanist. 
Medical 
considerable re- 
X-ray 


phar- 


a physician, 
He was a member of French 


Acad my 


search on 


and 


tuberculosis, cancer and 


techniques and developed many new 


maceuticals. He born in Besancon in 
1862, the 


tone 


Was 
son of pioneer photographer An- 
Lumiere. 

with his brother, for n 


Dr. Lumiere, lany 


center of the controversy 
of the motion 


brothers first 


vears has been the 
around the inventor 


The 


centering 


picture camera. Lumiere 


32 


1895 and re- 


1895. 


showed kinetoscope publicly in 
ceived a French 
Thomas A. 
a patent on such a device 

In “A Million and One 
consulting editor 
states that Mr. 
motion 


February, 
had 
in 1891. 
Nights,” 

of Quigley 


patent in 


Edison, however, taken out 


Terry 
Ramsaye, Pub- 
lications, Edison was project- 
ing 1888 and 
1889. 


pictures as early as 
\fter quoting a letter written to him 
in 1924 by the late Mr. Edison, Mr. Ram- 
“Tt is thus certain that the Edi- 
son plant had some sort of projection inside 
of the the picture 
went on the screen for the public. The 
date of the Edison projection, as between 
1889 and 1891, does not matter. It was the 
first in the matter how 
have 


saye writes: 


six years before motion 


world anyway, no 


imperfect or unsatisfactory it may 
been.” 


Jack Delmar 

Jack Delmar, 78, industry pioneer, 
March 28 in Philadelphia. He had 
nanager of the Park and Jefferson 
a booker for the Stanley Booking 
\ son and two daughters survive. 


died 
been 
and 
Co. 


also 


Atlas Corporation Reports 
$8,487,813 Net for 1953 


The 
ities of Paramount Pictures, 
RKO and Walt 
tions in its portfolio, earned a net profit of 
$8,487,813 or approximately $5.40 a share, 
1953, Floyd 
announced in New 
annual 
$37.82 


Atlas Corporation, which holds secur- 
RKO Pictures, 
Disney 


Theatres Produc- 


for the year ended December 31, 
B. Odlum, president, 
York last week in the 
Dec. 31 
share. The year-end value 
with $39.38 per share at the end of 
\tlas holds 25,000 shares of Paramount, 
76,000 shares of RKO Pictures, 10,000 
shares of RKO Theatres and 101,000 shares 
of Walt Disney Productions. 


company’s 


port. asset value was per 


asset compares 
1952. 


Fred W. Newcomb 
Fred W. 
District No. 3, 
Providence, R. 


Newcomb, secretary-treasurer 
iATSE, died at his home 
I., April 7. He 
retary for many years of Stage Employees, 
and the IATSE Resolutions Com- 


Was sec- 


Local 23, 
mittee. 
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An International Association of Motion Picture Showmen—Walter Brooks, Director 








The Small Town Theatre Manager Has Friends 


ISITING with one small town theatre 

manager in particular, recently, and 

calling on some others while en vaca- 
tion, we were impressed by the number of 
visitors and friendly callers that the man- 
ager has, when he is installed in a typical 
small community. Not that we didn’t know 
this from experience—but it was refreshing 
to discover that this qualification of small 
town life hasn’t changed in forty years or 
so, across the country. 

In the first place, your typical small town 
theatre manager knows everybody in his 
own community, and everybody knows him. 
In the town we refer to, there’s no postal 
delivery, so everybody goes to the Post 
Office for their mail, several times a day. 
It’s a routine that makes life more interest- 
ing, and there’s a lot of personal pleasure 
and profit in it. And when our friend ap- 
peared on Main Street for his mail, he was 
greeted by so many first name callers—it 
was like a Round Table meeting. 

And then there are the visitors from out of 
town. First of all, the film salesmen. There 
must be an average of one every day, half- 
a-dozen a week, and sometimes they come in 
Nice guys, too, full of good humor 
and good ideas. Selling films, of course— 
and sometimes they play their customers 
against other—but that’s a human 
characteristic. We think this industry would 
have been more kind to some who are in it, 
if they had decided long years ago to ap- 


pairs. 


each 


preciate film salesmen. 

One day, there came another kind of 
film salesman that we hadn’t seen before. 
He was selling screen advertising, for the 
theatre, and for his national screen adver- 
He made the calls on the 
local prospects, obtained the signed con- 
tracts, made up the advertising trailers on 
special order, and then sat down in the man- 
ager’s office to settle up, paying cash for the 
screen time he has been selling locally. It’s 
like finding money, for the small town thea- 
tre man to have a salesman on Main Street. 
And there was the man who replenished the 
soft drink machine, putting in the syrup and 
cups, emptied the cash box and divided the 
take with the manager, who had nothing to 


tising service. 
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3,000,000 NEW FAMILIES 


The Census Bureau reports this week that 
from March, 1950, to April, 1953, the num- 
ber of households in the United States in- 
creased by about 3,000,000 units, indicat- 
ing that family life is becoming more 
popular or that there are just that many 
more of us. The Bureau officially declares 
that the rapid growth is due primarily to 
high marriage rates and lower age limits for 
those establishing families of their own. 
And that fewer older persons now have 
relatives sharing their homes. 

Theatre managers recognize in this sta- 
tistical information the fact that they have 
more customers—of the kind that have al- 
ways been our mainstay. It is the family 
trade that makes movies the world's best 
entertainment, and that's why we fight to 
keep it that way, by means of the Produc- 
tion Code within our industry, and restraints 
to prevent greedy persons found capitaliz- 
ing Mother and her family circle. 

Also, it is our greatest loss, for here is 
where the loss really counts. Much has been 
said about 6,000 theatres having been 
closed in ten years, but actually, an equiva- 
lent number of outmoded and worn-out 
theatres have been replaced in any ten year 
period of our industry history, except in 
war time. Let's be realistic, and realize that 
the audience has been growing, while we've 
been falling behind. And it isn't altogether 
the excise tax, nor television, nor any out- 
side force that hurts us most. It's the fact 
that management wears out, too. 





do but accept his share, while the visitor did 
all the work. 

There aren’t enough home office field men 
to visit all the theatres in the country, to 
perform miracles of showmanship with all 
the pressure and practice that they can put 
into it, but we do know that some key-city 
advertising and publicity directors for im- 
portant circuits have almost as many visitors 
as they do in small towns. 


1954 


THOMPSON, manager of 
Hackensack, N. J. 
news—something 


q EVAN 
Skouras’ 
dropped in 
we've never known ‘till now. He 
Skouras, Jr., 
Corporation in 


theatre, 
with 


Fox 
good 
savs that 
president of — the 
New 
York, has given $25 savings bonds to each 
listed re 
That’s 
really good news, and much appreciated at 
this Table meeting, as 
ment for showmen. Skouras has closed two 
theatres, both of them old 
leaseholds were expiring—and this is also 


Spyros 


Skouras Theatres 


of fourteen managers who were 


cently as Quigley Awards contenders 


Round encourage 


houses where 


news, both of the managers are retained on 
payroll, to act as relief managers until they 
can be restored to houses of their own 
Things are surely different than in the old, 
old days. And it must be new 


ideas, in this year of CinemaScope, 1954. 


management 


cM 


“sales tested” intermis 


@ ARMOUR’S 


sion short films, which are advertised in 
Better Refreshment Merchandising, are 
good business for drive-in theatre man 
agers. Our old friend “Doc” Cook reports 


from Maryville, Missouri, that he has been 
using these one minute films since last June, 
and business jumped 25% from the first day 
that he put them on the screen. The series 
of trailers can be had for the asking from 
Armour and Company—all you have to do 
is prepay the return when you'v 
had the free use of each one. 

Such advertising films would materially 
help refreshment business, if used with dis 
cretion on the part of the theatre m 
And the better the manager, the greater the 


postage 


inagel 
But intermission time at a drive 
that 
quote a famous slogan, made popular around 
It’s the signal to 


discretion. 
in theatre is the pause refreshes, to 
the world by Coca-Cola. 

get out of the car and relax for a few 
minutes, and refresh yourself with food and 
drink and candy, and 
These trailers will sell theatre merchandise, 


friendly greetings. 


at the point where advertising counts the 
most—the point of sale. 


—Walter 


Bb ooks 
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‘Manager’ Takes 
Over=—For a Day 


CHARLIE DOCTOR, manager 
of the Capitol theatre, in Van- 
couver, held a newspaper contest 
to pick a youngster who would be 
manager for a day, with privileges. 
Above, you see the winner with 
Charlie, and she is demonstrating 
the duties of a theatre manager, 
answering two phones at once, 
signing passes and looking at auto- 
graphed photos of movie stars. In 
the other pictures, she fills in for 
the staff—with the projectionist, 
the doorman, the cashier—con- 
ducting their business for them, 
and of course she really shines at 
the candy counter. 
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Winners As 
Contenders 


Roberta Daniel, director of advertising 
and publicity for Republic Pictures Inter- 
national ‘Corporation, has submitted for 
their contenders in an overseas competition 
on “The Quiet Man” all the winning cam- 
paigns, which are now in turn entered for 
the Quigley Awards in the first quarter of 
1954, and have been so notified. We con- 
sider it a cooperative benefit for showman- 
ship and the good film represented, to wel- 
come as new members to the Round Table 
the good showmen who have created these 
fine campaigns around the world. 

Winners announced by Republic Inter- 
national president Richard W. Altschuler, 
are Mrs. Celia B. Triscuizzi, publicity di- 
rector for Republic Pictures in Brazil; and 
Henning Nowack, of the International Pic- 
tures, Ltd. of Denmark. The completed 
campaigns will be seen among a group of 
overseas entries by the Quigley Awards 
judges for the first quarter, sitting in New 
York on April 23rd. The entries in the 
Republic contest are far-flung, and include 
the top effort in many countries, who were 
allowed a period of fourteen months in 
which to permit the John Ford picture to 
play their territories. 

The display of initiative and exploitation 
“know how” reflected in these fine cam- 
paigns from the four corners of the earth 
will be impressive as a stimulant to show- 
manship both here and abroad. And we 
are glad to have the exhibit to prompt 
domestic showmen in the conviction that 
the overseas effort stands high in compari- 
son, and give them both incentive and a 
challenge to meet or match these high 
standards. 





John DiBenedetto, manager of Loew’s 
Poli theatre, Worcester, Mass., had a front- 
page story with a big picture, and a head- 
line reading “Movie Stunt Makes 3 People 
Happy” when he arranged for the Rev. 
W. S. Smith, chaplain of Rutland Veterans 
Administration, to talk with his nephew in 
Luxemburg, as a promotion for ‘‘Act of 
Love.” Third party must have been the 
theatre manager. 
7 

Leo X. Mickey, manager of the Victor 
theatre, McKeesport, Pa., sends a sample of 
a “costless herald’—done with an oversized 
pressbook mat, and the sponsorship of a 
local merchant, which had door-to-door dis- 
tribution, and did well for both parties. 


v 

Ed Lord, playing “Jubilee Trail’ at the 
Lord theatre, Norwich, Conn., took cogni- 
zance of the fact that the Republic picture 
was the only current popular price film in 
downtown Norwich, with all other first-runs 
playing at advanced prices. 









“Quiet Man” SHOWMEN IN ACTION 





Merl F. Halford gave away another 
12,000 sticks of Beech-Nut gum, and used 
special handling for both “Take to High 
Ground” and “From Here to Eternity” at 
the Martin theatres in Thompson, Georgia. 


v 
Matt Saunders had fine window displays 
for “The Glenn Miller Story’—such good 
ones and so numerous that we could easily 
run a section of pages to illustrate the 
coverage. 
v 
Jack Fink, manager of the Park theatre, 
Tampa, Florida, had a military street bally- 
hoo complete with tank and drum-majorette 
to lead the band, for the run of “Beach 
Head.” 
v 


Harry Rose, division manager for Loew’s 
theatres in Bridgeport, found Mrs. Alice 
Odice in the audience for “Night People”’— 
when she discovered her brother, an Army 
sergeant whom she hasn’t seen in 12 years, 
on the screen with Gregory Peck, in scenes 
photographed in Munich, Germany. It all 
resulted in a news story with art, in the 
3ridgeport papers. 

v 

Al Franke, publicist for First National 
Theatres in Yakima, Wash., had wonderful 
sponsorship through local tieups for “Long 
Long Trailer” which enjoyed a long, long 
run at the Capitol theatre. Angelus trailers, 


Mercury dealers and Phillip Morris cigar- 
ettes cooperated with pressbook suggestions. 


ae 


Murray Meinberg, manager of the Inter- 
boro Main Street theatre in Flushing, re- 
ports Easter promotions, in which he sold 
out the Saturday morning show on March 
27th to a local supermarket, and he is set- 
ting up a Youth Center idea with other 
sponsers. 

v 

Ray McNamara, manager of the Allyn 
theatre, Hartford, had Trumbell Street, 
prominent thoroughfare, renamed ‘Jubilee 
Trail’ for the premiere of the Republic 
picture, 

v 

Frank McQueeney, manager of the Pine 
Drive-In, Waterbury, puts his refreshment 
counter on a par with the finest sound, the 
biggest picture, the most modern drive-in in 
Connecticut. 

v 


Ernie Emerling is sending out stock cer 
tificates in the mythical Tredway Corpora 
tion of Millburgh, Pa., pivotal company in 
MGM’s “Executive Suite’—to gentlemen 
of the press, making them shareholders in 
the enterprise, with dividends expected—in 
publicity for the picture. 

v 

Lou Cohen and Norm Levinson, Loew’s 
Poli theatre, Hartford, “Julius 
Caeser” for an invited audience of educators, 
and commentators, and other 
opinion makers, at the Bushnell Memorial 
Auditorium, thus catching them on their own 
premises, for audience comments and quotes. 


screen 


press radio 





TRAVEL 
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This is a funny fake, and there's a story behind it. When “Julius Caesar" was booked 
into Anchorage, Alaska, recently, the MGM field men immediately imagined customers 
coming to the theatre in dog sleds. So, they conjured up this exploitation—only the dog 
team was brought in by truck, as there is very little snow in Anchorage. Finally, they 


found Eskimos to pose for the picture. 


The sight of Eskimos and a dog sled on 


Fourth Avenue attracted an immense crowd, and so they had standing room only for 


"Julius Caesar.” 
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Anything else you'd like to know? There was more snow in Buffalo and 
Rochester for the "Julius Caesar" premieres than there was in Alaska! 
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“VALIANT 


" INTRODUCES NEW 


MOVIE MERCHANDISE LINE 


“Prince Valiant” — 20th Century-Fox 
Easter release in CinemaScope—brings 
something new to the crowded field of 
accessory merchandise, manufactured and 
sold by licensees in conjunction with films. 
For a long time we’ve been hoping that 
something would come along to take the 
place of the typical cowboy accessories that 
have grown up with the movies and have 
now gone over to television, with nothing 
new or different to replace this interest. The 
western accessories have outlived their use- 
fulness to motion pictures. 


Swords For Six-Guns 


The new CinemaScope film, following 
“Tvanhoe” and MGM’s “Knights of the 
Round Table,” now offers the first supply 
of accessories based on “knighthood’”—be- 
ginning with a jeweled sword, scabbard and 
shield, attractively boxed and available at 
retail at a package price of $3.00 per set, 
with 40% off to theatres, which makes the 
wholesale cost $1.80 per set. It could be the 
start of many local promotions—and there 
will be other films in the “Prince Valiant” 
series, and more pictures in the class with 
‘“Tyanhoe” and “Knights of the Round 
Table” which had no accessories. “Prince 
Valiant” is based on the King Features 
Syndicate color cartoon, appearing Sun- 
days in the comic section of many news- 
papers, and it will build rapidly in juvenile 
interest because they can read the story and 
understand it. Fifty years ago, before west- 
erns, youngsters of another generation did 
just that, and it was a source of delight to 
many boys and girls. 


Twenty New Products 


The syndicate has licensed twenty manu- 
facturers to develop things which have the 
colorful appeal of “King Arthur and His 
Knights,” including many costume devices, 
jewelry, games, crossbows, armor play suits, 
archery sets, puzzles and puppets, all in the 
character of “Prince Valiant’—and there 
are many books, school tieups and educa- 
tional materials, for you must remember that 


the followers of King Arthur are goo i 
dren, with high ideals, and their of 


“Prince Valiant” and the Round Table is 
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lant” 
Technicolor, 


The action 24-sheet for "Prince Valiant" which sells the juveniles on the idea of King 
Arthur and His Knights, and below a view of the Round Table which appears in the pic- 
ture. We'd like to have one like it for our meetings. The opening above is where you 
come in, as a showman. 


based substantially in history and legend, 
dating back five hundred years. Maybe 
we've had too many westerns and too many 
space-ships, so it will be better to go back 
a ways for our juvenile audience appeal. 
It’s always been a question whether the 
movies supported the merchandise or vice 
versa. 

Newspaper support for the new feature 
comes without urging, for many papers al- 
ready carry the comic page and more will 
have it, as the film takes hold. The age 
limits are broad, from the small-fry into the 
teens, and one exploitation idea suggested in 
the pressbook is a “Date With a Prince” 
contest which is an ideal disc-jockey tieup. 
Robert Wagner, in the role of “Prince 
Valiant” is a popular lad, and his Viking 
costume and make-up can be copied readily 
if various promotions. Take advantage of 
the newspapers’ open door policy and try 


for sponsorship in ways that the local paper 
can share with you and with cooperative ad- 
vertisers for a three-way benefit. News- 
paper carriers, being usually in this age 
bracket, will go for “Prince Valiant” stunts. 

Managers should make a special effort to 
place the publicity mats and layouts which 
are found in the pressbook with friendly 
newspapers, for the mutual advantage that 
will follow. There are good magazine-type 
stories and many illustrations to show off 
the Age of Chivalry as it existed in the 15th 
Century. History won’t be dry nor dull 
when the young Knights get the full under- 
standing of these adventures, which outdo 
all the westerns in movie history. Some 
cowboy stars, notably Roy Rogers, have 
made much of the character-building “cow- 
boy’s prayer” which opens his Riders Club 
sessions. Your youngsters will find all this 

(Continued on opposite page) 
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(Continued from opposite page) 





and more in the stories of “When Knight- 
hood Was in Flower.” 

In addition to the advance promotion 
which King Features Syndicate has given 
“Prince Valiant” with 1200 newspapers, 
there has been a strong interest developed 
with the 51st Annual Toy Fair, held in New 
York in March, which attracted 12,000 buy- 
ers who wil! stock “Prince Valiant” mer- 
chandise for the Fall season. 20th Century- 
Fox are going deeply into radio and TV 
advertising on a spot basis, in line with 
their policy for direct approach in line with 
playdates, and this will follow especially 
with stations that are jointly owned by local 
newspapers. The magazines, with some- 
thing new to picture for their readers, have 
gone all out to illustrate the Knights of the 
Round Table in action, and it makes action 
—the kind of moving pictures that draw the 
kids. Parents’ Magazine gives the picture 
its coveted Gold Medal Award, while Red- 
book, Seventeen, Family Weekly and other 
magazines reaching the youngsters and 
young adults, have named the film as their 
picture of the month. 

The picture opens Easter Sunday in more 
than 250 theatres, in 36 states. A recorded 
radio interview with Robert Wagner and 
Debra Paget will be heard over more than 
240 stations, across the country, on April 
18th, introducing “Prince Valiant” to the 
listening public. —W. B. 








ACT OF LOVE—United Artists. Not since 
"The Big Parade'’ and "A Farewell To 
Arms'' has the screen been so bold! An 
adult picture, for adults who know what 
the war years did to love—and romance. 
Every generation has its own ‘Greatest 
Love Story'—this is ours. Filmed amid all 
the magic and mystery of Paris, by Ana- 
tole Litvak. The posters, including the 24 
sheet, have made-to-order cut-out art ma- 
terials for lobby and marquee display. The 
herald, strongly suggestive of the plot, 
keys the campaign. Newspaper ads, start- 
ing with some teasers that ‘aim to be 
shocking, vary through all the sizes from 
very large to small sizes and slugs. You 
can get the big economy mat for 35c at 
National Screen which has seven display 
ad mats and two publicity mats, for the 
price of one. It's not a picture for the tiny 
tots, but many in your audience have been 
service men in Paris in wartimes. So, use 
your good sense in presenting a good pic- 
ture for a good audience that doesn't like 
a juvenile program every time. Try the 
Veteran's organizations for their approval. 








Trailers 
When You 





630 NINTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 36, N.Y 


1327 S$. Wabash Ave. 
CHICAGO 5, ILLIPCOIS 


Selling Approach 


IT SHOULD HAPPEN TO YOU—Colum- 
bia Pictures. That crazy-mixed-up cutie 
from "Born Yesterday." This happened 
overnight—and what a night! It's smart, 
tart and terrific. ''l should worry, | should 
care, | should marry a millionaire!'’ That's 
Judy's theme song, and she sings it. She 
makes up her mind from the bottom of her 
heart! One of the most enjoyable come- 
dies of the season, for young adults. 24- 


‘sheet and other posters have the makings 


of good lobby and marquee display. Four- 
page herald keys the campaign in a lot 
of situations. Newspaper ad mats in very 
large sizes for theatres where the distribu- 
tor shares the advertising cost, but you'll 
find sufficient in smaller sizes where you 
pay for your own. The composite, economy 
mat, at National Screen, gives you seven 
ad mats and slugs and two publicity mats, 
all for 35c, which is the best bargain you'll 
ever find on Film Row. Teaser campaign 
should include many “quotes'’ from ‘'the 
beautiful bird-brain who went from board 
bills to billboards because she was bored 
with being a nobody.’ Her comical career 
and carryings-on will delight mature audi- 
ences and you caf get a lot of the laughs 
into your advertising and via the disc 
jockeys and TV spots. Study the press- 
book, and watch the picture for lines that 
will amuse patrons who are looking for 
something unusual in entertainment. The 


set of four 2-column teasers in the press- 
book supplement are just right to attract 


attention to the clever dialogue and situa- 
tions in this film. 


JIVARO—20th Century-Fox. In color by 
Technicolor. Headhunters of the Amazon, 
photographed on a mighty 1000-mile trek 
into the world's most dangerous jungle. 
Four men, lusting forsgold and fighting 
for the flame-haired woman, deep in the 
deadly Jivaro country. Fernando Lamas, 
Rhonda Fleming in eye-filling excitement. 
Teaser ads sell this idea with plenty of 
Rhonda showing. 24-sheet and all posters 


carry out the same effect for lobby and 
marquee display. Newspaper advertising is 
varied and adequate for all showmanship 
purposes. The special campaign mat, priced 
at 35c at National Screen, has eleven ad 
mats and slugs, plus two publicity mats, for 
small situations. You should have this econ- 
omy mat on standing order. Special folder 
herald keys the campaign for small theatres, 
and contains all the best selling approach, 
with a back-page blank that can be sold to 
a cooperative advertiser to pay the cost. 


® 
LUCKY ME—Warner Brothers, Cinema- 


Scope and WarnerColor. The ultra-new 
look in movie musicals. Walter Winchell 
says Lucky Me’ is lucky to have Doris 
Day''—and you can say that again. The new 
proportions of the stage opening give a 
new aspect to the oldest of movie plots, 
the back-stage story of the search for suc- 
cess behind the footlights. 24-sheet is 
really a darb, for making your own lobby 
and marquee display with perfect cut-out 
art materials. Other posters are equally 
as flattering of Doris Day in action. A set 
ot Color-Glo stills sells color with color and 
accents the new dimensions. Newspaper 
ad mats,are varied, and good, from teaser 
ads up through the larger sizes, which sell 
CinemaScope. The big economy mat, sell- 
ing for 35c at National Screen Service, 
contains six ad mats, including one 3-col- 
umn, two 2-column and two |-column 
width, plus two publicity mats, all for the 
price of one ordinary mat. It's a bargain, 
and there are other good buys among the 
special accessories. A deal to buy 250 
numbered "Lucky Me" celluloid buttons, 
with pins, lets you post the number that 
will win on a lobby frame while the kids 
walk all over town wearing the title on 
display. Good music tieups for Columbia 
records of hit tunes, with disc jockeys and 
for music store displays. A special 5-col- 
umn top head for a cooperative page ac- 
cents "Lucky Me" for big store bargains, 
and will pay for itself with the sponsorship 
of local shops. 








Ed Bonner, popular dise jockey at radio station KXOK, St. Louis, looks very pleased to 
receive his check for $60 from MGM pictures for getting the most responses during the 
recent showing of "Kiss Me Kate" at Loew's State theatre. Looking on are Bernie Evens, 
MGM field man, and Frank Hanson, who succeeds Russ Bovim, as city manager in St. Louis. 
At right, Gypsy, the black stallion in “Gypsy Colf,” visits Loew's State theatre in Los 
Angeles, and takes a bow from sidewalk admirers. 
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Timely news supple- 
menting the special 
monthly department cov- 
ering all phases of re- 


freshment service. 





DISPLAY TO BOOST POPCORN 


Stand Material Exploits 
Idea That “Popcorn and 
Movies Go Together” 


Exploiting the theme “Popcorn and 


Vovies Go Together,” the International 
Assoc 
with a new mobile display piece especially 
refreshment stands. The Asso- 
ciation reports that the display has already 


theatre 


Popcorn iation, Chicago, has come up 


for theatre 


been tested by several leading cir- 
cuits, resulting in increased popcorn sales. 

Called the “IPA Popcorn Mobile,” the 
display consists ot four elements, all in full- 


color, presenting these selling 
Popcorn and Movies Go Together’; “It’s 
Delicious’; “POPCORN and “Served 
Hot.” The material is equipped with a hook 
so that it quickly and easily hung 
from a fixture o1 stand. The 
lightweight displays are kept in constant 
ir flow 
air-condi- 


messages: 


may be 


light over the 


motion by natural air currents, a from 


the entrance and exit doors, the 


tioning system, and heat waves rising from 


the popcorn stand 


As a part of the tion, 
t 
popcorn to be distributed to patrons 


prom handout cards 
boosting 
theatre are provided by 
on the 


stand. 


as they enter the 
the Association 
“STOP at the 
and Movi 
is pointed out that the overhead mobil 


“one inch of premium coun- 


Copy cards reads: 
popcorn 
es go together !” 


Popcorn 


doesn't require 


ter or floor space and delivers continuous 


motion without the use of costly motors.’ 

The mobile 
of the IPA’s concession merchandising com- 
nittee in its efforts to develop 
corn according to J. J. Fitz- 
gibbons, Jr., of Theatre Confections, Ltd., 
Toronto, Ontario, and IPA president. “We 
sought the counsel of one of the country’s 
leading design and point-of-purchase display 
organizations, Berger-Amour,” he said, 
“and the idea for an IPA Mobile was born.” 

‘The mobile is than just another 
display,” in the opinion of IPA vice-presi- 
dent Bert Nathan, of Theatre Popcorn 
Vending Corporation, Brooklyn, N. Y. “It’s 


represents concentrated work 


“a real pop- 
sales builder,” 


more 
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The "IPA Mobile," new point-of-sale display material developed to boost popcorn sales in theatres by 
the International Popcorn Association, Chicago, is hung from the ceiling at the refreshment stand of the 
Oriental theatre in Chicago. The lightweight material is kept in constant motion by natural air currents. 


The counter manager is Mae Robinson. 


the newest, most successful display in use at 
point-of-purchase today, created to help 
showmen merchandise popcorn in the same 
other 1 


food pre ducts 
with a 


strong, per- 
gimmick and 


most 
are merchandised 
suasive 


aggressive way 
theme, a sales 
at the snack stand,” he said. 

The new material constitutes a “dramatic, 
low-cost merchandising program combining 
all the necessary ingredients to help theatre 
operators sell more popcorn,” according to 
Koken, RKO _ Theatres’ concession 
New York City. Those ingredients, 
he explained are “a sound selling theme, a 
tried and proven display, an overhead mo- 
bile that’s kept in constant motion by nat- 


selling 
display 


Lee 
chief, 


ural air currents; and an intriguing sales 
. colorful handout cards to draw 
patron’s attention to the 


stands as they enter the theatre.” 


gimmick . . 
your concession 

To extend the effectiveness of the coor- 
dinated program IPA has arranged with 
Irving Mack of Filmack Trailer Company, 
Chicago and New York, to make available 
a full-color refreshment trailer featuring the 
mobile display and the selling theme, “Pop- 
corn and Movies Go Together,” if there is 
a sufficient demand. 

Exhibitors desiring more details and 
prices of the mobiles and handout cards 
should write the Association at 110 North 
Franklin Street, Chicago 6, III. 
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Witness to Murder 
UA-Erskine—Exploitable Murder 


Exhibitors do not have to be told of Barbara 
Stanwyck’s talent and marquee value. The 
proof is on the books of almost any theatre. 
About all they need to know about this is that 
it is the Stanwyck of “Sorry, Wrong Number” 
and “Jeopardy” in a thriller that the detective 
story addicts will love. And if there is mar- 
quee room left, there are George Sanders and 
Gary Merrill helping Miss Stanwyck make 
the somewhat thin story seem better than it is. 

Mixing murder with psychiatry, the plot 
develops along predictable lines, with the ex- 
cellent performances noted and tight and res- 
trained direction by Roy Rowland combining 
to lift it above the ordinary. Notable also are 
the documentary realism of the settings and 
the script. Chester Erskine produced and wrote 
the screenplay, doing considerably better for 
the former than the latter. 

Stanwyck accidentally witnesses a murder 
in an apartment across the street from her 
own but when Sanders, the murderer, success- 
fully hides all clues including the body of his 
girl victim, she is unable to convince the police. 
Knowing his danger, Sanders contrives to 
build on this hallucination theory for the bene- 
fit of Merrill, the detective lieutenant who by 
now is romantically as well as professionally 
interested. Suspense builds until all is resolved 
in a somewhat contrived chase and a literally 
cliff-hanging conclusion. Up to that point the 
story is realistic, credible and properly chilling. 

Mood and space are maintained and accele- 
rated by the low key photography, the back- 
ground music and at one point especially by 
a horrifying real sequence in the observation 
ward of a city hospital where Stanwyck’s 
“hallucinations” have landed her. 

Seen in a projection room. Reviewer's Rat- 
ing: Very Good—JameEs D. IVERs 





Release date, May, 1954. Running time, 83 minutes. 
PCA No. 16917. General audience classification. 
Cheryl Dvaneet 140554 s6..0e as dens Barbara Stanwyck 
STEN TET Or ee Tore George Sanders 
LAWrGnes BENCOWE <on5< «0s scnagtendece Gary Merrill 
Jesse White, Harry Shannon, Claire Carleton, Lewis 
- se Dick Elliott, Harry Tyler, Juanita Moore, 
Joy Hallward, Adeline DeWalt Reynolds, Gertrude 


Graner 


Lucky Me 


Warners—Doris Day Musical 
(WarnerColer) 

Statistics may prove none of the 36 orig- 
inal plots which are basic in motion pictures 
have been used more often than the ancient yarn 
of the starving theatrical troupe who climb to 
fame and fortune through a comedy of errors, 
in an atmosphere of back-stage, and the patter 
of show business. 

When the synopsis begins with the promise 
that “Lucky Me” is the story of a superstitious 
girl who is a minor member of a tired tab show, 
playing to an audience of 13 yawners just be- 
fore being tossed into the street, almost any 
movie fan can take it from there and write the 
review. 

In this variation, Warner Brothers have the 
benefit of new dimensions, and CinemaScope has 
the true proportions of the theatre, so the pro- 
duction numbers have the virtue of being good 
entertainment, and will be so accepted by audi- 
ences who are either satiated or starved for the 
theatre. We predict that the dimensions of the 
stage opening will contribute much to the real- 
ism of this and future versions of this antique 
plot. 
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pochiapt Ra est 


Doris Day is a trouper, and she knows her 
lines in this manuscript by heart, having done 
it so many times before, but she has a good fol- 
lowing, and she sells her songs with skill suff- 
cient to make anybody, however bored with the 
basic idea, stop, look and listen to the familiar 
routines. And none will be unhappy about the 
treatment she gives the stuffy situations. All 
the cast is good, with Phil Silvers proving that 
he is going to be a popular comedian on the 
screen in future films. Robert Cummings, as the 
romantic lead, will be appreciated by young fans. 

It’s also a new paint job, and the color is 
really fine, so good that it takes your mind off 
the slow progress over obstacles towards the 
final curtain, and gives you a mildly satisfying 
vacation in Miami, at better than summer rates, 
with everything included but the climate. Be- 
tween the Scope and the color, we can almost 
hope that this will really be the last time around 
for a backstage story, and they'll rest on their 
laurels now that they have made the first varia- 
tion in the new aspect ratios. 

Towards the end, “Lucky Me” sinks into pure 
buffoonry, which may make some patrons wish 
they could escape some of the escapism that is 
so apparent. But you can credit some bright 
spots, and the pleasant personality of Doris 
Day, with having entertained you in spite of the 
dull routines and tired playbacks from so many 
other pictures of the past 25 years. 

Henry Blanke produced; Jack Donohue di- 
rected, and James O’Hanlon, Robert O’Brien 
and Irving Elinson collaborated on the 
play. 

Previewed at the projection room. 
er’s Rating: Good.—WaALTER Brooks. 

Release date, April 24, 1954. Running time, 100 min 


screen 


Review- 


utes. PCA No. 16754. General audience classification 
RE Gacckescctnsnsccddacegeckitgpessseapanens Doris Day 
DT diunauaiwaectinesstesaavaesnabece Robert Cummings 
WI ai ids c 6<09s4.0dnce UR Tiykaeknane Oeetadees Phil Silvers 
Eddie Foy, Jr., Nancy Walker, Martha Hyer, Bill 


Goodwin, M:z ircel Dalio, Hayden Rorke, James Burke 


Southwest Passage 


U.A.-Edward Small—Old West in 3-D 
(Pathecolor) 

The pleasant performances of its stars—Rod 
Cameron, Joanne Dru and John Ireland—and a 
believable script in the American southwestern 
desert in pioneer days, combine to make “South- 
west Passage” an entertaining western for the 
general market. Strong selling points are the 
3-D—which seems to sell best with action 
drama—and the color by Pathecolor. 

A notorious bank robber, Ireland, is one jump 
ahead of a posse after a robbery when he joins 
Cameron’s caravan disguised as a doctor. Cam- 
eron is involved in an attempt to chart a shorter 
trail across the American desert and to prove 
the practicality of camels in the west. Miss Dru, 
Treland’s sweetheart, joins the caravan soon 
after eluding the same posse. 

The bulk of the film then evolves with the 
grueling trek through the sun-parched desert. 
Ireland is found out by John Dehner, an unscru- 
pulous mule-skinner after the bank gold, up to 
which point the Apaches have shied away from 
the caravan because of their fear of the camels. 





All features listed, except 
CinemaScope (CS in chart), 
foreign product and reissues, 
are intended for either stand- 
ard screen aspect ratio or wide 
screen. 














When one of the beasts dies, however, they lose 
their fears. In the ensuing battles with the In- 
dians, Ireland proves himself to be something 
better than an ordinary bank robber and an 
ending finds him resolving to go straight with 
the aid of Cameron and, of course, Miss Dru. 
Ray Nazarro directed the screenplay by 
Harry Essex and Geoffrey Homes, 
story by Essex. Edward Small produced. 
Seen at the United Artists screening room in 


irom a 


New York. Reviewer's Rating: Good. 

Release date, April, 1954. Runnir time, &2 min 
utes. General audience classification. PCA N 1664¢ 
NT wentetirs satan i xed delice 2 Joa Dr 
PE  SUOWNO kn 60:0a vena ee R Ca I 
Clint MacDonal a . Jot lreland 
John Dehner, Guinn (Big Boy) Williams, Mark Hanna, 
Darryl Hickman, Stuart Randal Morris Aukr 
Kenneth MacDonald, Stanley Andrews 


DIARY OF A COUNTRY PRIEST 


Brandon Films—French with English subtitles 

The French novel by 
“Diary of a Country Priest,” has been turned in 
to a sensitive and articulate film by Union Gen- 
erale Cinematographique. The production, being 
distributed here by —— Films, ranks among 
the better imports and, aided by the intelligent 


Georges Bernanos, 


English subtitles and the English narrative of 
Claude Laydu, as the young priest, it attracts 
and holds the interest throughout 

Director Robert Bresson has atta mee an im 
pressive degree of realism in the s ttin rang 
ing from a vicarage, a church and a alf emp ty 


The performers, mostly non-profes 
sionals, are sufficiently convincing to 
wholly believable of the 
ters. The impressive camera work at times gives 
the illusion of a documentary. 

Laydu is meticulous as the priest 
who seeks to resolve his own spiritual doubts 
and conflicts amid the worldly problems of the 
people around him. From his very first days in 
the village he encounters hostility toward his 
honesty and direct simplicity. After arousing 
animosity villagers for what they 
think is his prying, he is forced to leave his 
parish for treatment of a serious illness 

Soon after he succumbs to cancer 


chateau. 
make 


people various Charat 


sensitive 


among the 


lid 
in squalid 


surroundings, still maintaining his faith while 
the others around him have not changed. Mad 
ame Arkell, as the local countess, and Andre 
Guibert, as Laydu’s confidante, are excellent in 
supporting roles. The film was named “best for- 
eign film of the year” at the Venice film fes 


tival and also was cited for its photography. 
Tt is a notable item for the art theatres. Leon 
Carre produced and Bresson, besides directing 
wrote the screenplay and additional dialogue 





Seen at the 5th Avenue Cinema in New York 
Reviewer's Rating: Very Good 

Release date. April 5, 1954. Runnir 
utes. Adult au ' classificatior 
The Priest Aml t ( le I 
Louise 2 Nicol M € 
The Priest of Torcy. \ hert 
Tean Rivevre, Madan Arkell, N le Lad Ma 
tine Lemaire, Gaston Severin, Bal J Et 
vant, Jean Danet 
SECRET OF THE INCAS 
(Paramount) 


PRODUCER: Mel Epstein. DIRECTOR: 
Jerry Hopper. PLAYERS: Charlton Hes- 
ton, Nicole Maurey. Technicolor. 

ADVENTURE. Charlton Heston, 


a penniless 


American flyer, and Thomas Mitchell, a ruth- 
less opportunist, seek the long lost and fabu- 
lously valuable Inca treasure in the Andes. 
Along the way lovely Nicole Maurey, a Rou 


and causes all 
a highly dra- 


manian refugee, joins the party 
sorts of tensions which make for 
matic climax, filmed in the Andes 
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SHORT SUBJECTS CHART 


index to 


reviews, synopses 








Prod. Rel. 
No. Title 


COLUMBIA 


ALL-STAR COMEDIES 
* gevees His Pistol 


5-14- 
Love's @ | he (16)... .6-11-53 


m.., The Hateh (17/2) .11- -26- “58 
Deggie in the Bedroom 

(16%) 
Tooting Tooters (17)..... 


ANIMAL CALVACADE 


Greyhound Capers (8). .7-30- 4 
Three Big Bears (7) 8-27-53 


ASSORTED FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 


Wife Decoy (2 
Silly Billy (18 
Strife of The 20 (16). 
Oh, Baby (15) : 
Two Nuts in a Rut (18) 
She Fx to Conouer 

) . 


CANDID MICROPHONE 
— Microphone No. 5 


Candid Microphone No. | 9. 10- 53 
Candid Microphone No. 2. 12-10-53 
Candid Microphone No. 3.2-18-54 
a . No. 4 (10) - 

C. M. No. 5 


COLOR FAVORITES 


(Reissues) 


Mother Hen’s Holiday (7). &-f i 
The Dream Kids (7 
The Rocky Road to Ruin 
(842) 
Carnival Courage (7) 
6802 Fiesta Time (7'/)... 
6603 Room and Bored (7). 
Boy, Gun, & Birds 
(7%) : ewe’ 
6605 Skeleton Frolic a. 
' ee For Two 
§607 Way Down Yonder "ie the Cor 
(7) 1-28-54 
6608 Dog. Cat & Canary “(@). 2-28-54 
6609 The Eoo Yeoo (7%2).....3-31-54 
6610 Way of All Pests (7'/2)...4-15-54 
6611 Amoozin’ But Confoozin’ 
(Ss) e° eee . 
6612 A _ A Mouse, & A Bell 
...-5-13-54 
6613 Disittusioned Bluebird 
(7) 


COMEDY FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 
Hot Water (18) 
Haif Shot at Sunrise 
(16) 
Meet Mr. 
(17%) 
Love At First Fright 
(16) 
Get Along Little Hubby 
(19) ene ... 2-25-54 
Slapplily Married (16%)...3-4-54 


JOLLY FROLICS 
(Colter) 
Christopher Crumpet (7). .6-25-53 


MR. MAGOO 
(Color) 


Magoo’s Mastorplece m. .7-30-58 
Magoo Slept Here (7)...i1-19-53 
Magoo Goes Skiing (7)... 3-11-54 


MUSIC TO REMEMBER 


The Polovetsian Dances 
(9%) 

Nutcracker Suite (9/2) 

ri Ss — ie B-Fiat 

nol 

Poer ayn ‘alte hed 

1812 Overture aU 

Swan Lake Ballet (10) 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 
neers Pair of Jacks 


P.D. 
Date Page 


1935 


For information on short subjects turn to the Product 
Digest Section pages indicated by the numbers which 
follow the titles and release dates in the listing. Numer- 
als in parentheses next to titles represent running time 
as supplied by the distributor. (R) Indicates a reissue. 








Hollywood Stuntm 9-17-53 
Hollywood Laugh Parade. {0-22-53 

Men of The West (10). .11-19-53 
lyd’s Great Ent 


GOLD MEDAL REPRINT 
CARTOONS 
ciety Birdy (7) 
or agshift Cinderella 
Hollywood Stars Te Remember 
(10%) 2-25-54 “862 Springtime Fer Thomas 


Hallywood ‘Goes To Mexico 
5-25 Beer That Couldn't Siow 


M-G-M TECHNICOLOR 
: vipa ig CARTOONS 

sai T. V. of Tomorrow (7)..6-6-53 
a. snd ‘Stith in EB Wee-willle Wildeat 
Bubble Trouble (16%).. Just Dueky 


: oo. reat > 753 
oof on the Roof (16/2). .12-3-53 

rege Tae Spy OF Fat ae ania Pt 
Life With Tom (8).... 11-21-58 


Spooks (2D) (16) 
PETE SMITH SPECIALTIES 


Pardon My Backfire (16). .4- 
Musty Musketeers (16)....5- 
Dogs 'N Ducks (10)....6-27-53 
THRILLS OF MUSIC Ancient Cures (8)..--...7-11-88 
it Weuld Serve "Em 


(Reissues) Right (10) 
Sharty hei 6-O6k. ° This Is ina. It (9). 


-24-53 
Manchite & Orch. (10%). .2-4-54 
ar) Barnet & h. 
) 


PROPHECIES OF 
NOSTRADAMUS 
Let’s Ask Nostradamus 
TOPNOTCHERS 
590! Beyond the Frontier (10) .6-11-53 


5902 This Is Versailles (10'/2) .8-25-53 
6901 Canine Crimbusters (10) ..4-15-54 


PARAMOUNT 


CARTOON CHAMPION 
(Reissues) 


1767 The Wee Men (10) 
os the ® The Enchanted Square 


U.P.A. CARTOON SPECIALS 
$999 Gerald MeBoing—Being’s 


8)... 2063 
6501 Bringing Up Mother (7)..1-14-54 2207 * Stupidstitions Gat (7). 


Ballet-Oop (7%) . 
Man on the Flying Trapeze yy - a * 10. 2-58 
(7) 4-8- Naughty But Mice (7)..10-2-53 


CASPER 


PS aon 


10-2-53 


WORLD OF SPORTS 


= and Bowling Champs 


-53 
my Raneh Sperts (94) .7- -23- 53 
Assault and Mat-Tery....9-24-53 
Hockey Thrills and 

Spilis (942) 10-15 
Snow Speedsters «11-12-53 
Battling Big Fish (f1)..12-17-53 
Gauchos Down Uruguay Way 
. (10) 2-18- 
ee Magic (10) - 18-5 3 
Racquet Wizards 4-22- pean FEATURETTES 
World Soccer Champions All 27 Minutes 
(10) “Calling Scotland Yard’’ 
Javanese Dagger 
Falstaff’s Fur Coat 


North 


Do or 


Boo Moon (3D)(8)... 
Zero the Hero (7) 
Casper Genii 


ODnnNDm ow 
CVweVn NN 


SERIALS 
(All 15 Chapters) 


The Great Adventures of 
Captain Kidd 

Jungle Raiders. 

Gunfighters of the 
Northwest 


HEADLINER CHAMPION 


(Relssues) 

) 

ty & Cateh Me (9). 
7 os Who In Animal Land | 


10) 
Bundie From Brazil (igit0: 3 33 
Brones & Brands (9)...10-2-58 


M-G-M 


ean lags TALKS HERMAN AND KATNIP 
(Color) 


T-417 Delightful oy (8) .6-27-53 1927 Drinks on > Mouse (7) 8- * * 4 
T-418 a © ity of Northwest — sie (7)..12 
7-18-53 2031 -2 Surf & Sound (7) 


Towers . 
T-511 Seeing Spain (8). 0-17-53 2087 Of Mice and Menace.... 


(9) 
Ri2-12 Collegiate Cireus Champs 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 


KARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 
Aero-Nutics 


(7) 5-8-53 
Invention Convention (7) .6- 19-53 
Ne Place Like Rome (7) .7-31-53 


NOVELTOON 
(Color) 
Better Bait Than 
7 


ie Seapreme Court (7).1- "29-54 
Crazy Town 2-12-5 
Hair Today, Gone 

Tomorrow (7) ‘- 16-54 
Candy Cabaret (7) 54 


PACEMAKERS 
Call Me Skinny (10). 
Spirit of 


Room That tiles (id). aa 7} 
ba Wrong Here? 


« 
Million Dollar 
Playground (10) 
POPEYE 
(Color) 


Toreadorable (7) 
Baby Wants a Battle 


ter 


(6) 

Firemen’s Brawl! (6). 

1 Ace of Space (3D) 
(7) 


Shaving Muggs (6).. 
Floor Fiusher (6). 
20th Anniversary (8) 
Taxi-Turvy 


GRANTLAND RICE SPORTLIGHTS 
R12-9 ome Mountain Speedsters 


Ri2-10 
Ri2-11 Wee Water Wonders 


959 
Horseshoes (9) .6- 12- 53 1967 
1959 


1983 
R Mountain River 
Thrills (9) 2031 
= Was A Champ 


Canines (9). .11-13-53 
— Ridin’ Youngsters 


Water Swimphny (9). 
Angling for Thrills (9). 
ry $s on a Springboard 
(9) 

Riding the oe (9). 


Rough & T 
Stick Games 


TOPPER 
Bear Crazy 


REPUBLIC 


THIS WORLD OF OURS 
(Trucolor) 
Singapore (9) 


SERIALS 


Canadian Mounties vs. Atomle 
invaders (1 7-8- 


RKO 


ADVENTURES IN MUSIC 
(Disney-Coler) 


44,601 Melody (3D) (10) 


Melody (2D) (10) 
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43,701 
43,702 


43,703 
43,705 
43,706 












43,502 
= _ 


rt 305 
43,506 

















44,801 


44,802 
44.803 


44,804 
44.805 
44,806 























43,201 
43,202 








43,101 
43,102 


43,103 
















































44, 210 





43,301 
44,302 
44,303 
44,304 


44,305 


44,306 
44,307 


44,308 






43,301 






43,901 
43,801 






43,401 
43,402 











$f SS FSEE 
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LEON ERROL COMEDIES 
(Reissues) 
Gom-Jams ag ecvccees 7-31-53 
He Forgot Te R 
GET) vecescrecvcgcesess 8-14-53 
Birthday Blues (7)..... 


8-28-53 

Let’s Go Stepping, (17) 9-11-53 
It a Happen 

to a Dog (18)..... . 9-25-53 

Maid Trelis (18) 2.5555 10-09-53 


EDGAR KENNEDY SERIES 


ge 
Unlucky Dog (15)....... 8-7-53 


Trouble or “Mothine i. 8-14-53 
Wall Street Blues (17). .9-4- 

Motor Maniacs (18)..... 9-18-53 
Do or D . 10-2-53 





eececcccceccecees 10-16-53 


CARTOONS 
(Technicolor) 
(Reissues) 

— Birthday — 

The Pointer (8). 


8 

Tiger Trouble (7 8 
Nifty Nineties (7).....9- 
Mouse Takes a ° 






Mr. 
Trip (8) -+-9-11 
The Whalers (8)....... 9-18- 


ee 2on8 


MY PAL 

(Re-releases) 
My Pal with Flame 
(22 


) 
Pal’s Adventure (20).... 





RKO PATHE SPECIAL 


Shark Killers (15)..... 10-2-53 
This Is Little League 


(15) 30-53 
Magie Streetear (20). iets. 53 


SCREENLINERS 
Soamiee the Red 


18-53 
Hunt (10).... 10-16-53 
of Y esterday 


Herring 





eukedaden xe -13- 
jean (8)...12-11-53 
Report on Kashmir (10). 1-8-54 
Fire Fighters S eecases -5-4 
Golden Gate (8) ...--.. 3-5-54 
Mission Ship ........... 4-2-54 
Untroubled Border .....4-30-54 
Black Power ......... . 5-28-54 
SPORTSCOPES 
B BD. ccceccecs 9-4-53 
oat sy (es ee emeeal i0-2-53 
Rg sees 
puke iadessensithee -27-53 
Summer Sehussboomers 
WES Ser ree -25-53 
Railbird’s Album (8)...1-22-54 
Golfing with Demarest 
ir sent: 2-19-54 
Dog Scents (8).. 8-19-54 
SPECIALS COLOR 
Holiday Island (15)..... 8-14-58 
Motor Rhythm (3D) 
CB) acccccccsccsccoccne - 18-53 
Motor Rhythm (2D) (8)9-18-53 
Pecos Bill (25). ee 
TRU-LIFE ADVENTURES 
(Disney-Coler) 
rowlers ef the 
Everglades (32) saneens 6-14-53 
TWO REEL SPECIALS 
Football Headliners ...12-11-53 
Basketball Headliners. ..4-16-54 
RAY WHITLEY 
(Re- Releases) 
A Western Welcome 
Rhythm Wranglers (id 


WALT DISNEY CARTOONS 


(Coler) 


Father’s Week-End (7) .6-20-53 
How te ees Ht! 
The New Neighbor (7)...8-1-53 
F 1 (Now & 
sa smasenaagessaes 28 
Rugged (6)...... = 
Work! for P 
Wow ta’ ison’ 95... aea-bs 
0 Sleep (7)....... “4. 
Canvas Back Duek (7) .12-25-58 


P.D. 
Date Page 





1967 
1983 
1983 
2073 
2031 
2047 


MICKEY MOUSE BIRTHDAY 


1967 


2031 


2103 
2159 





Rel. 





MIE. cs caness 5-21-54 


20th CENTURY-FOX 
LEW LEHR 


(Reissues) 


Sea Food Mamas (8)........ 6-53 
Grunters & Groaners (10)... 


SEE IT HAPPEN 
(Movietone) 


Kamikaze (10) .........+.. 
impact ef Tragedy 110 
Calamity =" 
Foeus on Fat - 
Accent on Pcl i, er 2-54 


9331 
9382 


SPECIAL 
(CinemaSeope) (Color) 
Coronation Parade (7'/2)....! 
Vesuvius Express (16)......1 
7404 Finale of Tschaikowky's 
Symphony #4 (6). 
7402 Dancers of the Deep A) 
Polovetzian Dances— 
Prince Igor (7'/2) 
ee of the Roses 





New Venezuela (10'/2) 
7408 Haydn's Farewell Symphony. 
Day on a Jet Aircraft 
errr - 
Multiple Piano es 
Stunt Pilot ... 
Stephen Foster Medley. . 
Valley of the Nile 


Gee 2 ee ae 





LESSE 


SPORT SHOW 


Morning Light (9) 
Veucues Sports ( 
3305 — an Sports Holliday 


TERRYTOONS 


(Color) 
(All 7 Minutes) 
Hot 


“ 

S 
2 
SS2S 


en Mousehood Was in 
Flower (7) 7) 


SS Saran 

= 

>= 
3: 
= 
> 
- 
e 
- 
> 
~ 
7 
be 


Soe sense 





s 
ad 
2 
fF 
Fa 
FI 
aed 


5320 


(7). . 
The Reluctant Pup (7)..... 
How to Keep Cool (7)...... 
23 The Timid Searecrow (7)... 
5324 _ Rollers P 


pare 

Growing Pains Pisccessece 
Runaway Mouse (7)......... 
How to Relax (7)........... 
Helleopter (R) (7)......+++- 
Blind Date (7) 


VSR -SSeoeen 


g See eeeeeesesasesess 


Helpless. Mippe “i RA Oe 
Pet Problems G). 
5409 Frog oe Prine 

) 


wun 
Pee 





CR) 2) ccccccccccscscees 3. 
5410 Prescription for Percy (7)...4-54 
5411 Satisfied Customers (7)...... 4-54 
5412 Wreek of The Hesperus 

GR) (7)... cccccccccvcees 4-54 
5413 Tall Tale Teller..........-.- 5-54 
5414 Arctic Rivals ......--.eeeeee 5-54 
5415 Ghort Town .......-eeeeeree 5-54 


UNITED ARTISTS 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

(All 28 minutes) 
Julius Langbein 

(Dee P: 


SPECIAL 


Royal Symphony (C) 
(26) (Rank) 





P.D. 
Date Page 


1967 


2159 
2255 


2135 
2159 
2191 


2191 


2255 
2255 





UNIVERSAL-INTERNAT'L 


U-I COLOR PARADE 






8381 Fiesta Frolles (9)........ 6-8-53 1935 
2 King of the Sky (10)..... 7-13-53 1959 
8383 Gelyeee tg (wh)... .8-10-58 
8384 “Ta * Vietory.. 2138 
i] 
{ Go South Amigos (9).... 54 2158 
0382 Royal Mid-Ocean Visit (9). 2207 








Prod. Rel. 


No. Title 


EARTH AND ITS PEOPLES 
(2-Reeler) 
British Trade and Industry 
(21) 


Farmer-Fisherman (21). 
States (21)...... - 

8372 Mountain Farmers (20)... 

Adobe Village (19)....... 


LANTZ TECH. CARTUNES 













P.D. 
Date Page 





8326 Operation Sawdust (6)...6-15-53 1935 
8327 The Flying Turtle (6)....6-29-53 1959 
8328 Wrestling Wrecks (6)....7-20-53 1959 
bo Maw & _ mas secoe .8-10-53 1999 
Belle Boy 9-14-53 1983 
§333- 2D fevpaite’ Shien (6)... .8-26-53 1999 
8331 Maw & Paw in Plywood 
Panie (6) .... -.. 9-28-53 2167 
83382 Hot Noon (6). 2080-12-58... 
8101-3D Hypnotie Hick (6)...8-26-83 1990 
9321 Chilly Willy (6)........ §2-21-53 2135 
9322 Socke in Morocco (6)..... 1-18-54 2167 
9323 A Horse’s Tale (6)..... 2-15-54 2215 
9324 Alley to Bali (6)........ 3-15-54 2255 
9325 Dig That Dog (6)........ 4-12-54 2255 


LANTZ TECH. CARTUNES 


(Reissues) 
935! Smoked Hams (6'/2)...... 2-22-54 
9352 Coo Coo Birds (642)...... 3-29-54 
9353—Well Oiled (62) ........ 26-54 


MUSICAL FEATURETTES 


Music om the Double (18). 5-28-53 
Surprising Suzie (15)..... 7-3-53 
Camp Jamboree (18)..... 10-8-53 
Dorsey Bros. Encore 

(16) 
sora} Carnival In April (18) .11-53 
910i—3D 
9302 —- Rose & &His Orch. 

CREED.” petesenccdenns 12-24-54 

9303 Hawaiian Nights (17)....1-22-54 
9304 —- Wakely’s eeneeyea” 


9305 


8307 
8308 


8309 
8310 


(16) -26-5 
Rhythm & Rhyme (15). .* 23- a 
3-D SPECIAL 
(Musical Featurette) 


8311-2D Nat ‘King’ Cole & Ross 
8100-3D Morgan’s Oreh. (18)..... 6-53 


TWO-REEL SPECIALS 


Landseape of Silenee (17) 10-25-53 
Perils of the Forest (17) .2-14-54 


8202 
9201 


VARIETY VIEWS 


Bolivar Bonanza (9)...... 
Behind the Wall (10).. 
wa Winkle Returns” 


10-5-53 


WARNER BROS. 


BLUE RIBBON HIT PARADE 


(Color) (Reissues) 


9310 Mighty Hunters (7)...... 6-13-53 
9311 The Fighting 69th (7)....7-11-53 
9312 Sniffles Takes a Trip a. .8-1-53 
313 Wack lid Life ay 8-29-53 
130! Old Glory (7)...........- 19-12-53 
1302 bt vTalky Hawky (7) .10-17-53 
1303 Birth of A Notion (7)...11-7-53 
1304 to ~4 Beaver (7)....... i 1-28-58 
1305 = imental Over You 

ee ree te re 12-26-53 
1306 Of Fox & Hounds (7)..... 2-6-54 


“BUGS BUNNY" SPECIALS 


(Color) 
9729 Hare Trimmed (7)....... 8-20-53 
9730 Bully for Bugs (7)........ 8-9-53 
1723 Duck, Rabbit, Dusk (7)..10-3-53 
1724 Robot Rabbit (7)....... 12-12-53 
1725 Captain Hareblower (7)...2-16-54 


1847 
1999 


2073 


2167 
2159 


2135 
2135 


2239 
2255 


1959 


2159 


2207 


1983 
1963 


2047 


2047 
2167 
2167 


1959 
2007 
2078 
20 
2215 





Prod. 
No 


Rel. P.D. 


Title Date Page 


FEATURETTES 
“CLASSICS OF THE SCREEN” 
9106 Looking at Life (20)....7-18-53 (959 
1101 Minstrel Days (20) . 9-26-53 1999 
1102 They Were Champions 
ee ae 2-23-54 2215 
1103 Spills For Thrills (20)..11-21-53 2095 
JOE McDOAKES COMEDY 
9406 So You Love Your Dog 
i eevee 10-31-53 
1401 “ You Think You Can't 
Sleep (10) . ... 10-31-53 2047 
1402 So You Want To Be | an Heir (10) 2135 
1403 So You're Having — 

Trouble (7) uen 2-30-54 2215 
MELODY MASTER BAND 
(Reissues) 

$805 Vincent Lopez & Orch. (R) 
(10) 6-6-53 1935 
9806 Spade Cooley Band (10). .8-22-53 1999 
180! Desi Arnaz & Band (10).10-3-53 2063 
1802 Hal Kemp & Orch (10) 11-14-53 2095 
1803 Rhythm of the Rhumba (10) 2207 
1804 Songs of the Range (10)..2-27-54 2255 
MERRIE MELODIES AND 
LOONEY TUNES 
(Color) 
9717 There Aute Be a Law (7) 6-6-53 1935 
9718 As Tom Tomeat (7) 6-27-53 1967 
9719 Wild Over You (7) 7-11- 1967 
9720 Duck Dodgers in the 24th', 
Century (7) 7-25-53 1967 
$721 Plop Goes the Weasel (7) 8-22-53 1999 
9722 Cat-Talls for Two (7) 8-29-53 1983 
1701 Street Cat Named Sylvester 
(7) eee 9-5-53 1999 
1702 Zipping Along (7).......9-19-53 1999 
1703 Easy Peckins (7)........10-17-53 2031 
1704 Catty Cornered (7) .- 10-31-53 2073 
1705 Of Rice and Hen (7)...11-14-53 2111 
1706 Cats A-weigh (7).......11-28-53 2095 
1707. Puneh Trunk (7)....... 12-19-53 2it1 
1708 Dog Pounded (7)...... 1-2-54 2207 
1709 | Gopher You (7) 2-3-54 2215 
1710 Feline Frame-Up (7) .2-13-54 2239 
1711 Wild Fire (17)........ .2-20-54 2255 
SPECIALS 
(Technicolor) 
9008 Where the Trade Winds 
Play (20) 7-4-53 1958 
1001 Gone Fishin’ (20) (R)...9-12-53 1983 
1002 Romance ef Louisiana 
eee . 10-10-53 2031 
1008 North of the Sahara (20). 11-7-53 211! 
1004 Don’t Forget To Write 
aS 12-5-53 201! 
1005 Winter Paradise (20).....1-9-54 2207 
1006 Hold Your Horses (20) 2-6-54 2239 
SPORTS PARADE 
(Technicolor) 
9508 Desert Killer (10) 6-27-53 1966 
9509 Ride a White Horse (10).7-25-53 1966 
9510 Danish Sport Delight (10).8-15-53 2007 
150! Royal Mounties (10)...... 9-19-53 1962 
1502 Sea Sports of Tahiti (10).10-24-53 2063 
1503 Born To Ski (10)........ 2-16-54 2215 
1504 Arabians in the Roekles 
(10) - 12-12-53 2011 
1505 When Fish Fight (10)....2-20-54 2255 
VITAPHONE VARIETIES 
9606 Head Over Heels (10)....6-20-53 1949 
9607 Spirit ef West Point (10) .8-9-53 2007 
160! Hit ’Im Again (10).... 9-5-53 1983 
1602 Say It with Spills (10)..10-24-53 2047 
1603 Magie Movie Moments (10)...... 2159 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Toot, Whistle, Plunk & Beem 
CUD. cnccnccavvacceosos 2015 
foam Su (CinemaSeope) 
Bem & Me (18)... cc cee cnnencs 2023 
(Disney). (Color) 
Crucifixion ae Meadew...11-58 2059 
Sunday By the Sea 
(Mendes) wisi) dvecouses 2-54 219i 
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THE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with Ratings C 


Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 


All 


DIGEST SECTION. 
Short Subjects Chart April 17, 1954 issue, page 2262. 
Features by Company March 13, 1954, page 2221. 
Color pictures designated by (c). 
*Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 
A 


Para. 


UA 


About Mrs. Leslie 
Act of Love 

Actress, The (403) MGM 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (c} UA 
Affair in Monte Carlo (Brit.) (c) (5307) AA 
Alaska Seas (5313) Para. 
All-American (333) Univ. 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (c) 

(407)* 

Annapurna (c} Mayer-Kingsley 
Appointment in Honduras (406) (c) RKO 
Appointment for Murder (Ital.-Eng. Titles) IFE 
Arrow in the Dust (c) (5404) AA 
Arrowhead (c) (5227) 


Lack to God's Country (c) (403) 

Bad for Each Other (624) 

Bait 

Band Wagon, The (c) (345)* 

Bandits of the West (5243) 

Battle of Rogue River (c) 

Beachhead (c} 

Beat the Devil 

Beauties of the Night (Fr.-Eng. Titles) 

Beggar's Opera, The (Brit.) (c) (304) 

Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (c} 
(CS) (337)* 

Best Years of Our Lives (452) 

Big Heat (615)* 

Bigamist, The 

Bitter Creek (5423) 

Black Glove (5305) 

Black Horse Canyon (c) (424) 

Blackout (5309) Lippert 

Blowing Wild (306) WB 

Blueprint for Murder, A (332) 20th-Fox 

Border River (c) (409) nv. 

Botany Bay (c) (5307) Para. 

Both Sides of the Law (Brit.) (482) U-I 

Boy From Oklahoma (320) (c) WB 


MGM 


Para. 


Filmakers 


Lippert 


Cc 


Caddy, The (5302)* 

Caine Mutiny, The (c) 

Calamity Jane (c) (311)* 

Capt. Joh: Smith & Pocahontas (c) 
Captain Scarlett (c) 

Captain's Paradise (Brit.) 
Carnival Story, The (c) 
Casanova's Big Night (c) (5316) 
Cavalleria Rusticana (c) 

Cease Fire! (5308) (3D) 

Champ for a Day (5211) 

Charge of the Lancers (c) 

China Venture (609) 

City of Bad Men (c) (328) 
Clipped Wings (5320) 

Combat Squad (613) 

Command, The (C.S.) (c) (319)* 
Conquest of Cochise (c) (610) 
Conquest of Everest (Brit.) (c) 


2264 


Para. 
Col. 
WB 
UA 
UA 
UA 
RKO 
Para. 
Savini 
Para. 
Rep. 
Col. 
Col. 
20th-Fox 
AA 


Col. 
WB 
Col. 
UA 


Univ. 


page numbers in this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 


Stars 


Shirley Booth-Robert Ryan 

Kirk Douglas-Dany Robin 
Spencer Tracy-Jean Simmons 
Dan O'Herlihy-James Fernandez 
Merle Oberon-Richard Todd 
Robert Ryan-Jan Sterling 

Tony Curtis-Lori Nelson 


Robert Taylor-Ann Blyth 
Documentary 

Glenn Ford-Ann Sheridan 
Delia Scala 

Sterling Hayden-Coleen Gray 
Charlton Heston-Jack Palance 


Rock Hudson-Steve Cochran 
Charlton Heston-Lizabeth Scott 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Fred Astaire-Cyd Charisse 

Allen Rocky Lane 

George Montgomery 

Tony Curtis-Frank Lovejoy 
Humphrey Bogart-Jennifer Jones 


Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida 


Laurence Olivier-Dorothy Tutin 


Terry Moore-Robert Wagner 
March-Loy-Andrews-Wright 
Glenn Ford-Gloria Grahame 
Joan Fontaine-lda Lupino 
Wild Bill Elliott 

Alex Nicol 

Joel McCrea-Mari Blanchard 
Dane Clark 

Gary Cooper-Barbara Stanwyck 
Joseph Cotten-Jean Peters 
Joel McCrea-Yvonne de Carlo 
Alan Ladd-James Mason 
Peggy Cummins-Rosamund Johns 
Will Rogers, Jr.-Nancy Olson 


Martin & Lewis-Donna Reed 
Bogart-Ferrer-Johnson 

Doris Day-Howard Keel 
Anthony Dexter-Jody Lawrance 
Richard Greene 

Alec Guinness-Yvonne de Carlo 
Anne Baxter-Steve Cochran 
Bob Hope-Joan Fontaine 
Mario del Monaco 

Korean War 

Alex Nicol-Audrey Totter 
Paulette Goddard 

Edmond O'Brien-Barry Sullivan 
Jeanne Crain-Dale Robertson 
Bowery Boys 

John Ireland-Lon McCallister 
Guy Madison-Joan Weldon 
John Hodiak-Robert Stack 
Documentary 


All features listed, except CinemaScope (CS in chart), foreign 
product and reissues, are intended for either standard screen 
aspect ratio or wide screen. 

Picture ratings under National Groups are estimates by lead- 
ing women's organizations and national review committees; A— 
Adults (over 18 years), M—Mature Young People, Y—Youths 
{ages 12 to 18), F—Family. Legion of Decency Ratings: A-lI, 
Unobjectionable; A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults; B, Objection- 
able in part for all; C, Condemned. 


c-REVIEWED— ————RATINGS———. 
(S)=—synopsis Nat'l Herald 
Issue Page Groups Review 


Running 
Time 


Date L. of D. 


Apr. 10 ($)2255 A 
Dec. 19 2109 AM 
Aug. 8 1941 AY 


Not Set 
Mar.,'54 
Sept. 25,'53 
Apr.,'54 


Very Good 
Excellent 


1998 
2158 AY 
1925 F 


Good 
Good 
Very Good 


Sept. 19 
Jan. 23 
July 25 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Fair 
Fair 


2029 
2110 
2046 
2190 
(S)2207 
1878 


Oct. 
Dec. 
Oct. 31 
Feb. 20 
Mar. 6 
June 20 


17 
19 


Nov. 13,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Oct, 16,'53 


AM 
AY 


Very Good 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Fair 

Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 


2006 
2101 
2190 
1909 
1958 
2206 
2165 
2205 
2255 
1965 


Sept. 
Dec. 
Feb. 
July 
Aug. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Aug. 


> 
NR 


Mar.,'54 
Aug. 7,'53 
Sept.,’53 
Mar.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Mar.,'54 
Not Set 
Sept.. 26,'53 


>> 27 
a cs os OS 


> pO@>> 
nN 


2109 
2110 
2006 
2125 
2214 
(S)2167 


Very Good 
Superior 
Good 

Very Good 
Good 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Sept. 
Jan. 
Mar. 
Jan. 


Dec.,'53 
(reissue) Feb.,'54 
Oct.,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Feb. 21,'54 
Jan. 29,'54 
June,'54 
Mar. 19,'54 
Oct. 17,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Nov.,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Feb. 27,'54 


1997 
1933 
2134 
2013 
2141 
2141 


Sept. 
Aug. 
Jan. 


Oct. 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


1942 
(S)2191 
2045 
2077 
2007 
2021 
2237 
2205 
2134 
2085 
2007 


Sept.,'53 
Not Set 
Nov. 14,'53 
Nov.,'53 
Aug. !2,'53 
Dec. 18,'53 


Very Good 
Feb. 20 
31 
21 
. 26 
Oct. 10 
Mar. 27 
Mar. 6 
Jan. 9 
Nov. 28 
Sept. 26 


Excellent 
Fair 
Average 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Fair 
Excellent 
Good 


Nov. 


Nn 


Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Average 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


29 1966 
1885 
2086 
2015 
2157 
1957 
2101 


Aug. 
June 27 
Nov. 28 
Oct. 3 
Jan. 23 
Aug. 22 
Dec. 12 


>>>>>>> > 
NNNNNH— 


>>> 
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7— REVIEWED — 
Release Ruaniag (S)=syneopsis 
TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Date Time Issue Page Groups LofD. Review 


Cowboy, The (5308) (c) Lippert Documentary May 14,'54 69m Jan. 9 2134 Excellent 
Crazylegs—All American (5224) Rep. _Elroy Hirsch-Lloyd Nolan Feb. 15,54 87m Oct. 31 2046 -1 Very Good 
Creature from the Black Lagoon 

(415-3D, 416-2D) iv. Richard Carlson-Julia Adams Mar.,'54 79m Feb. 13 2182 . Good 
Crime Wave (308) Gene Nelson-Sterling Hayden Mar. 6,'54 74m Jan. 16 2142 - Good 
Crossed Swords (c) Errol Aynn-Gina Lollobrigida Not Set Oct. 31 (S)2047 
Cry of the City (441) 20th-Fox Victor Mature-Richard Widmark (reissue) Mar.,54 95m 


Dangerous Mission (3D) (c) (410) ro Victor Mature-Piper Laurie Mar. 6,54 = 75m . 2197 . Fair 
Decameron Nights (c) (461) Joan Fontaine-Louis Jourdan Nov. 16,'53 87m ; 2061 Excellent 
Desperado, The (5426) Wayne Morris Apr. 11,'54 
Desperate Moment (Brit.) (386) iv. Mai Zetterling-Dirk Bogarde Sept.,'53 88m ’ 1981 . Very Good 
Dial M for Murder (c} Ray Milland-Grace Kelly Not Set . (S)2215 
Diamond Queen, The (c) (302) Fernando Lamas-Arlene Dahl Nov. 28,'53 80m ; 1949 : Good 
Diary of a Country Priest 
(Fr.-Eng. Titles) Brandon Claude Laydu-Nicole Maurey Apr. 5,54 95m : 2261 Very Good 
Donovan's Brain UA Lew Ayres-Nancy Davis Sept. 30,'53 83m 3 2023 - Fair 
Dragonfly Squadron (52) AA = John Hodiak-Barbara Britton Mar. 21,54 84m , 2182 Good 
Dragon's Gold UA = John Archer-Hillary Brooke Oct.,'53 70m , 2166 - Fair 
Drive a Crooked Road Col. Mickey Rooney-Dianne Foster Apr.,'54 82m : 2229 ° Good 
Drums Across the River (c) (423) Univ. Audie Murphy-Lisa Gaye June,'54 
Drums of Tahiti (3D) (c) Col. Patricia Medina-Dennis O'Keefe Jan.,'54 73m . 2119 - Good 
Duffy of San Quentin (321) WB Joanne Dru-Paul Kelly Mar. 13,54 78m ; 2182 Good 


E-F 
East of Sumatra (c) Univ. Jeff Chandler-Marilyn Maxwell Sept.,'53 82m ‘ 1998 Good 
Easy to Love (c) (410) MGM _ Esther Williams-Van Johnson Dec. 25,'53 96m ; 2069 - Very Good 
Eddie Cantor Story (c) (316) WB Keefe Brasselle-Marilyn Erskine Jan. 30,54 | 16m i 2109 ~F . Very Good 
Egg and |, The (422) Univ. CC. Colbert-Fred MacMurray (reissue) May,'54 108m 
El Alamein (620) Col. Scott Brady-Rita Moreno Jan.,'54 67m ‘ 2101 - Fair 
El Paso Stampede Rep. Alan Rocky Lane Sept. 8,53 54m y 2023 : Fair 
Elephant Walk (c) (5317) Para. Elizabeth Taylor-Dana Andrews June,'54 103m ' 2245 , Very Good 
Enchanted Cottage (472) RKO —— Dorothy McGuire-Robert Young (reissue) Mar.,'54 91m 
Escape from Fort Bravo (c) (409) MGM _ William Holden-Eleanor Parker Dec. 4,'53 98m ; 2061 - Very Good 
Executive Suite (423) MGM _ Holden-Allyson-Stanwyck-March-Douglas Apr.,54 104m ‘ 2197 . Excellent 
Fake, The UA Dennis O'Keefe-Coleen Gray Sept. 25'53 80m : 2046 - Good 
Fallen Angel (365) 20th-Fox Alice Faye-Dana Andrews (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Fanfan the Tulip (Fr.) UA Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida Dec.,'53 96m 1847 Very Good 
Fangs of the Wild (5311) Lippert Charles Chaplin, Jr.-Onslow Stevens Apr. 2,'54 71m . 2214 Good 
Fighter Attack (c) AA _ Sterling Hayden-J. Carrol Naish Nov.,'53 80m 2086 ‘ Good 
Fighting Lawman (5334) AA Wayne Morris Sept. 20,'53 7im 2014 - Good 
Fighting Men (5222) Lippert Special Cast Oct. 9,'53 63m 
Final Test (Brit.) Continental Robert Morley-Jack Warner Jan.,'54 ’ 2183 , Very Good 
Flame and the Flesh (c) (421) MGM _ Lana Turner-Carlos Thompson May,'54 
Flight Nurse (5301) Rep. Joan Leslie-Forrest Tucker Mar. 1,'54 . 2042 : Fair 
Flight to Tangier(c) (2D-5331,3D-5306) Poe Joan Fontaine-Jack Palance Nov..'53 i 2030 Fair 
Follow the Fleet (487) RKO Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 
Folly To Be Wise (Brit.) Fine Arts = Alastair Sim-Martita Hunt Dec.,'53 A 2102 Fair 
Forbidden (407) Univ. Tony Curtis-Joanne Dru Jan.,'54 ; 2086 Good 
Forever Amber (366) (c) 20th-Fox Linda Darnell-Cornel Wilde (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Forever Female (5312) Para. G. Rogers-W. Holden-P. Douglas Jan.,'54 & 1841 Excellent 
Forty-Niners, The AA Wild Bill Elliott-Virginia Grey Not Set (S)2214 
French Line (c) (2D-437, 3D-407) RKO = Jane Russell-Gilbert Roland Feb. 8,'54 2134 
From Here to Eternity (616)* Col. M. Clift-B. Lancaster-D. Kerr Sept.,'53 ; 1933 
Fugitive in Trieste (Ital.) IFE Jacques Sernas Jan.,'54 ‘ 2167 


G 


Genevieve (c) (Brit.) (481) Dinah Sheridan-John Gregson Feb.,'54 j 2190 
Genoese Dragnet (Ital.) IFE Charles Rutherford-Lianella Carell Mar.,'54 ’ 2206 
Gentle Gunman, The (Brit.) (388) John Mills-Elizabeth Sellers Oct.,'53 : 2014 
Geraldine (5302) Rep. John Carroll-Mala Powers Apr. 1,'54 ’ (S)2103 
Gilbert & Sullivan (c) (Brit.) Maurice Evans-Robert Morley Jan. 8,'54 ; 2045 
Give a Girl a Break (c) (412) Marge & Gower Champion Jan. 1,'54 i 2093 
Glass Web (2D-402, 3D-401) iv. Edward G. Robinson Nov.,'53 , 2029 
Glenn Miller Story (c) (412)* iv. James Stewart-June Allyson Feb.,'54 : 2133 
Go, Man, Go Harlem Globetrotters-Dane Clark Jan.,'54 , 2157 
Golden Blade, The (c) (332) iv. Rock Hudson-Piper Laurie Sept.,'53 . 1957 
Golden Coach (c) (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) Anna Magnani Jan.,'54 . 2158 
Golden Idol, The (5315) Johnny Sheffield Jan. 10,'54 

Golden Mask (c) (Brit.) Wanda Hendrix-Van Heflin Mar.,'54 i, 2213 
Gone With the Wind (c) M Gable-Leigh-deHavilland (reissue) July,’ 54 

Gorilla At Large (c) (3D) (406) - Cameron Mitchell-Anne Bancroft . (S)2167 
Great Diamond Robbery (419) Red Skelton sd ; 2093 , Good 
Greatest Love, The (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) Ingrid Bergman-Alexander Knox ; : 2142 Good 
Guilt ls My Shadow (Brit.) Stratford Peter Reynolds-Elizabeth Sellars : 3 2238 Fair 
Gun Fury (c) (3D) (617) Col. Rock Hudson-Donna Reed x : 2037 - Good 
Gypsy Colt (419) (c) MGM _ Donna Corcoran-Frances Dee Apr. 2,'54 : 2165 - Good 


Half a Hero (401) MGM _ Red Skelton-Jean Hagen Sept. 4,'53 A 1933 : Good 
Heat Wave (5310) Lippert Alex Nicol-Hillary Brooke Apr. 16,'54 

Heidi (Swiss) UA  Elsbeth Sigmund Apr.,'54 ‘ 2118 - Very Good 
Hell & High Water (c) (CS) (403)* oer Fox Richard Widmark-Bella Darvi Feb.,'54 . 2173 - Excellent 
Hell Below Zero (c) Col. Alan Ladd-Joan Tetzel Not Set ; (S)2229 

Hell's Half Acre (5304) Rep. Wendell Corey-Evelyn Keyes June 1,54 ’ 2183 Fair 
Here Come the Girls (5309) (c)* Para. Hope-Clooney-Dahl-Martin Dec.,'53 " 2037 

Highway Dragnet AA _ Richard Conte-Joan Bennett Jan.,'54 ’ 2166 

His Majesty O'Keefe (c) (315) WB _ Burt Lancaster-Joan Rice Jan. 16,'54 i 2125 - 

Holly and the Ivy (Brit.) Pacemaker Ralph Richardson-Celia Johnson Feb.,'54 : 2183 . Excellent 
Hollywood Thrill-Makers (5321) Lippert James Gleason Jan. 15,'54 . (S)2191 

Hondo (c) (3D) (312)* WB John Wayne-Geraldine Page Jan. 2,'54 é 2085 - Excellent 


2265 


Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


owt 


nN 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Very Good 


> pPPP>PPPr>r> > 
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Good 
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--REVIEWED— 
Release Running (S)==synopsis a 
CITLE-——Production Number—Compeny Stars Dete Time Issue Page Groups L.ofD. Review 


Sins of Jezebel (c) (5225) Lippert Paulette Goddard Oct. 23,'53 74m Nov. 28 2086 6 Good 
Sky Commando shal Col. Dan Duryea-Frances Gifford Sept.,'53 69m Aug. 22 1958 AY A-| Fair 
Slaves of Babylon (525) (c) Col. Richard Conte-Linda Christian Oct.,'53 82m AY 

So Big (307)* WB = Jane Wyman-Sterling Hayden Oct. 31,53 101m Oct. 3 2013 —*F A-| Excellent 
Something Money Can't Buy (Brit.) Univ. Patricia Roc-Anthony Steel Oct.,'53 83m Oct. 3 2015 AY A-2. Fair 

Son of Sinbad (color) (3D) RKO Dale Robertson-Peggie Castle Apr. 3,'54 Jan. 30 (S)2167 

Song of the Land (color) UA Nature Nov.,'53 Tim Nov. 28 2087 AY Good 
Southwest Passage (3D) (c) UA Joanne Dru-Rod Cameron Apr.,'54 82m Apr. 17. 2261 Good 
Spice of Life (Fr.) Mayer-Kingsley Noel-Noel Jan.,'54 Tim Jan. 16 2142 Excellent 
Stand at Apache River (color) (331) Univ. Stephen McNally-Julia Adams Sept.,'53 77m Aug. 15 1949 Fair 

Steel Lady, The UA Rod Cameron-Tab Hunter Oct. 9,'53 84m Oct. 17 2030 - Fair 
Stormy the Thoroughbred (c) Disney M. R. Valdez-Robert Skene Mar.,'54 45m Mar. 13 2214 Very Good 
Stranger on the Prowl UA Paul Muni-Joan Lorring Nov. 2,'53 82m Nov. 14 2069 Good 
Street With No Name (442) 20th-Fox Richard Widmark-Lloyd Nolan (reissue) Mar.,'54 91m 

Student Prince, The (CS) (c) (424) MGM _ Ann Blyth-Edmund Purdon June,'54 


T 


Take the High Ground (color) (406) MGM _~— Richard Widmark-Karl Malden Oct. 30,'53 . 2006 Very Good 
Tall in the Saddle (471) RKO John Wayne (reissue) Mar.,'54 

Tanga Tike (color) Schaefer All Native Cast Nov.,'53 4 2022 Excellent 
Taza, Son of Cochise (c) 

(410—3D, 411—2D) iv. Rock Hudson-Barbara Rush Feb.,'54 j 2165 é Good 
Tennessee Champ (417) (c) Shelley Winters-Dewey Martin Mar. 5,'54 ‘ 2189 Good 
Terror on @ Train (402) M Glenn Ford-Anne Vernon Sept. 18,53 1926 i Good 
Terror Street (5304) i Dan Duryea Dec. 4,53 ; 2093 Good 
Texes Badman (5335) Wayne Morris Dec. 20,'53 , ($)}2071 
Them James Whitmore-Edmund Gwenn June 19,'54 : 2253 Very Good 
They Won't Believe Me (474) Susan Hayward-Robert Young (reissue} Apr.,'54 
Those Redheads from Seattle (color) 

(2D-5329, 3D-5305) Para. Rhonda Fleming-Gene Barry Oct.,'53 ; 2006 Very Good 
Three Coins in the Fountain (CS) 

{c) (413) Clifton Webb-Dorothy McGuire June,'54 ‘ (S)2214 
Three Sailors and a Girl (c) (314)* Jane Powell-Gordon MacRae Dec. 26,'53 ; 2085 Good 
Three Young Texans (c) (402) Mitzi Gaynor-Jeff Hunter Jan.,'54 " 2142 Fair 
Thunder Over the Plains (c) (313) Randolph Scott-Phyllis Kirk Dec. 12,'53 3 2061 Good 
Thy Neighbor's Wife 20th-Fo Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore Oct.,'53 é 2207 Good 
Time Gentlemen Please [ Brit.) Union Eddie Byrne-H. Baddaly Sept.,'53 ; 2022 Good 
Times Gone By (Ital.)} 1.F.E. Vittorio de Sica-Gina Lollobrigida Sept.,'53 % 1935 Good 
Titfield Thunderbolt (c} (387) (Brit.) Univ. Stanley Holloway Oct.,'53 . 2014 Excellent 
Top Banana (c) UA Phil Silvers-Rose Marie Feb.,'54 ‘ 2165 Very Good 
Torch Song (c) (405)* MGM Joan Crawford-Michael Wilding Oct. 23,'53 ‘ 2014 , Good 
Treasure of Sierra Madre (310) WB Humphrey Bogart (reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
Trent's Last Case (Brit.) (5212) Rep. “Michael Wilding-Margaret Lockwood Jan. |,'54 : 2030 Fair 
Tumbleweed (color) (405) Univ. Audie Murphy-Lori Nelson Dec.,'53 ; 2077 Very Good 
Turn the Key Softly (Brit.) Astor Yvonne Mitchell-Terence Morgan Not Ser ; 2166 Good 


U-V 


Undercover Agent (5306) Lippert Dermot Walsh-Harzel Court Oct. 2,'53 , Falr 
Untamed Breed (614) Col. Sonny Tufts-Barbara Britton (reissue) Sept.,'53 

Valley of the Sun (470) RKO _ Lucille Ball-James Craig (reissue) Feb.,'54 

Veils of Bagdad (color) (404) Univ. Victor Mature-Mari Blanchard Nov.,'53 * Good 
Vicki 20th-Fox Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters Oct.,'53 ; Fair 
Vigilantes Terror (5422) AA | Bill Elliott-Mary Ellen Kay Nov. 15,'53 

Village, The UA John Justin-Eva Dahlbeck Oct. 23,'53 ; Good 
Violated Palace Wim Holland Dec.,'53 : Fair 


Ww 


Walking My Baby Back Home (406)(c) Univ. Donald O'Connor-Janet Leigh Dec., 53 e Very Good 
War Arrow (c) (408) Univ. Jeff Chandler-Maureen O'Hara Jan.,'54 . Good 
War of the Worlds (c) (5303) Para. Gene Barry-Ann Robinson Oct.,'53 : Excellent 
We Want a Child (5324) yaaa Special Cast Feb. 19,'54 
White Fire (5317) Lipp Scott Brady-Mary Castle Jan. 1,54 " Fair 
White Hell of Pitz Palu (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) iFe Hans Albers Nov.,'53 ; Good 
Wicked Woman Beverly Michael-Richard Eaqan Jan. 8,54 , Good 
Wild One (623) Col Marlon Brando-Mary Murphy Feb.,'54 ; Good 
Will Any Gentleman? (Brit.) Stratford George Cole-Veronica Hurst Feb.,'54 
Wings of the Hawk (c) 

(2D-336, 3D-330) Univ. Van Heflin-Julla Adams Sept.,'53 q Very Good 
Witness to Murder UA Barbara Stanwyck-George Sanders May, '54 , Very Good 
World for Ransom (5408) AA Dan Duryea Jan. 31,'54 : Fair 


X-Y-Z 


Yank in the R.A.F. (367) 20th-Fox Tyrone Power-Betty Grable (reissue) Nov.,'53 

Yankee Pasha (c) (417) Univ. Jeff Chandler-Rhonda Fleming Apr.,'54 ; i 2213 
Yellow Balloon (5430) (Brit.) AA Andrew Ray-Kathleen Ryan Oct. 4,'53 ae 2094 
Yesterday & Today UA Documentary Dec. 2,'53 . ‘14 2070 
Young Caruso, The [Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE Ermanno Randi-Gina Lollobrigida Sept.,'53 8 1942 
Yukon Vengeance (533!) AA Kirby Grant-Mary E. Kay Jan. 17,'54 16 (S}2142 
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FILM BUYERS RATING 


Film buyers of independent circuits in the U. S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. 


report covers 123 attractions, 
Titles run alphabetically. 


§,592 playdates. 


Numerals refer to the number of en- 


This 


gagements on each attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (+) denotes attractions published for the first time. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last time. 


EX means Excellent; AA—Above Average; AV — Average; 


BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


tAlaska Seas (Para.) 

All-American (Univ.). .. 

All the Brothers Were Valiant (MGM) 
Appointment in Honduras (RKO) 


Back to God's Country (Univ.) 
Bad for Each Other (Col.)... 
Beachhead (UA) .... 

Beat the Devil (UA). 

Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (20th-Fox) . 
tBest Year of Our Lives (RKO) (Reissue) 
Big Heat (Col.) ... 

Bigamist, The (Filmakers) 

Blowing Wild (WB)... 

*Blueprint for Murder, A (20th- Fox) 
Border River (Univ.) 

Botany Bay (Para.).... 

Boy from Oklahoma (WB) 


*Caddy, The (Para.) 

Calamity Jane (WB) 

Captain's Paradise (UA) 

Cease Fire! (Para.) . 

*City of Bad Men (20th- Fox) 

Command, The (WB) 
Crazylegs—All-American “(Rep.) 
Creature from the Black Lagoon ( Univ.) 
Crime Wave (WB)... 


Decameron Nights (RKO} 
Diamond Queen, The (WB) 


East of Sumatra ( Univ.) 

Easy to Love (MGM)... 

Eddie Cantor Story (WB) 

El Alamein (Col.) 

Escape from Fort Bravo (MGM) 


Fighter Attack (AA)... 
Flight Nurse (Rep.).... 
Flight to Tangier ee 
Forbidden (Univ.) 

Forever Female (Para.) .. 

From Here to Eternity (Col.) 


Give a Girl a Break (MGM)... 
Glass Web, The (Univ.)..... 
Glenn Miller Story (Univ.).... 
Go, Man, Go (UA). 

Great Diamond Robbery (Mem), 
Gun Fury (Col.) 


*Half a Hero (MGM).. 

Hell and High Water (20th- Fox). 
Here Come the Girls (Para.).. 

His Majesty O'Keefe (WB) 

Hondo (WB) 

How to Marry a Millionaire (20th-Fox) 


It Should Happen to You (Col.)... 


Jesse James vs. the Daltons ae 
Jivaro (Para.) . aa 
*Joe Louis Story, ‘The (UA)... 

Jubilee Trail (Rep.) 

Julius Caesar (MGM) 


EX 


AA AV 
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King of the Khyber Rifles (20th-Fox) 24 
Kiss Me Kate (MGM)... 7 
Knights of the Round Table (MGM) 13 


Lion Is in the Streets, A (WB) 
Little Boy Lost (Para.) 

Little Caesar (WB) (Reissue) 
Little Fugitive (Burstyn) . 
tLiving Desert, The (Disney) 
Long, Long Trailer, The (MGM) 


tMa and Pa Kettle at Home (Univ.) 
Man Between, The (UA)... 

Man in the Attic (20th-Fox) 

Marry Me Again (RKO) 

Martin Luther (de Rochemont) 
tMiss Robin Crusoe (20th-Fox) 
Miss Sadie Thompson (Col.) 
Mogambo (MGM) 

Money from Home (Para.) 
*Moonlighter, The (WB) 


Nebraskan, The (Col.) 
tNew Faces (20th-Fox) 
*99 River Street (UA) 


Paratrooper (Col.) 

Paris Model (Col.) 

tPhantom of the Rue Morgue (WB) 
Prisoners of the Casbah (Col.) 
Private Eyes (AA) 

Public Enemy (WB) (Reissue) 


Quo Vadis (MGM) (Reissue) 


Red Garters (Para.) 
tRhapsody (MGM) 

Ride Clear of Diablo (Univ.) 
Riders to the Stars (UA) 
Riot in Cell Block 11 (AA) 
Rob Roy (Disney-RKO) 
Robe, The (20th-Fox) 
Roman Holiday (Para.) 
tRose Marie (MGM) 


Saadia (MGM) 

Sabre Jet (UA). 
Saskatchewan (Univ.) 
Sea of Lost Ships (Rep.] 
Shane (Para.) ..... 
Shark River (UA) . 

She Couldn't Say No (RKO) 
Sins of Jezebel (Lippert) 
Sky Command (Col.) 
Slaves of Babylon (Col.) 
So Big (WB).... 

*Steel Lady, The (UA) 


Take the High Ground (MGM) 
Taza, Son of Cochise (Univ.).. 
Those Redheads from Seattle (Para.) 
Three Sailors and a Girl (WB).. 
Three Young Texans (20th-Fox) 
Thunder over the Plains (WB) 

Top Banana (UA) .. 

Torch Song (MGM) 

Tumbleweed (Univ.) 


Veils of Bagdad (Univ.) 
Vicki (20th-Fox) a 


Walking My Baby Back Home ante 
War Arrow (Univ.).... 

War of the Worlds (Para. ).. 

Wild One (Col.) 

*Wings of the Hawk (Univ.) 
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THE BRAND 
GIVES IT A BRAND 


ON WIDE SCREEN WITH FULL DIRECTIONAL SOUND! 


COLOR BY 


» 








For May...amd Destined For New Greatness! 


